By Claudia Smith

Indian River,... Indian Creele.
[ridian graves..an Indrancave. ..
Indian artifacts, ... Lanark County
and itz neighbours have many
Lraces of the hestorical presence of
the Ombmiwinini or Algonguin
pecle and their wcestors: Indig-
pnous fumilies were living on the
fand at least 10,000 years beiore
Furopean [eet trekked through
the fnests of the county and Lheir
ploughs dug into the earth,

Archaeological digs in the
Ridean Lakes arca anc along
the Mississippl, Clyde, Indian
and Fall rivers have uncarthed
evidence ol Algonquin encamp-
ments, Stone axes, scraping lools
and projectile points have been
discoverad by sharp-eyud people
and round, black marks were
found on 2 grassy flat near the
Clyde River, whure year afler year
wigwarn poles ance pressed into
thecarth,

Since the eetreal of the Tee Ape,
Algonguin people have lravelled
throughout the territory accoed
ing Lo seasonal harvests, Every
spring, family groups travelled
along [rozen rivers by anceslral
maple bushes m Lapark County
ter tap the Lrees

Eren-eved womd cutlers have
found slash marks deep in maple
woad made long ago by nafive
women o release the sweetsap. 1
dripped down pieces of bark into
nirch-bark conlainers and when
hot rocks were added to Lhe sap,
the water boiled ofl, leaving the
sHeky sweelness.

Maple sugar making was a fime
af celebratian afrer long, hasd
winkers. Phe prooess was shared

Indigenous peoples of southern Chotario began making pottery 3,000 years
ago (e, 1000 BCLE), The decorative patterns an Lhis selection of ceramic rim
sherds are distinctive of the Algonguin and other cultural groups within
the Wondland and early post-contact periods. An exhibit of indigenous
artifacts is open for public viewing at the Tay Valley Township municipal
offices at 217 Harper Rd. just wesl of Perth from 530 a.m. to 30 p.m. daily

anlil December,

witlh e settlers, and the sweet
maple bounty offered life-saving
spring nowrishment.

According to their tradition
of hospitalily o strangoers, the
Adgonguin people welcomed the
piomeers. Initially they gaided the
wettlers and sharod venison, fsh
and edible wild plants.

Skills were passced an o the
immigrant women on how to lan
decrskin and make moccasing
and jackets. In limes of neéed, the
neweners were more than glad
10 accept aid, and slories are tld
af settlers who fell i1l with “lhe
apue” and of Algponguin women
who were often able to save their
lives
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Miumy early pionecrs wens grale-
[ul and respucted the Indigenous
peeple and their skills.

*Those Indians are God's aris-
bercracy.... (they) know mome by
instinet — what the Almighty has
put naturally into their heads -
than mest white people pain by
years of studv.”

Despite Aborigitial Litle to the
land as sel out in the Royal Proc-
lamation of 1763, the colonial
aOVETRNCILE that oversaw =clile-
ment continued to grant deeds to
the settlers for land in Algonguin
territury. Some family records
inclicate that the land granted to
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Purdon Comservalion Arez is a
matural easure, desvn a dick roacd
bietsveen the hamlets ol Watson's
Cormers and BolDonald"s Comers
Maintained by the Mississippi
Valley Conservation Anthorily,
Lhe area is at its prak in June and
early July, as the famous Lady
;,lipl:-ef archids make their an-
nual apprarance along the casy

The Watson's Corners Community
Lakl is home o many communily
evenls, and also hodses Lhe books
ot the Dalhopusie Historic Library.

Plipin courtesy af

the Spmemaiip of Lanark [hghlumds

walkimg boandwalk.

"This year, the Lanark and Ly
tricd Mussum is rcrx'iv:mtz, a local
faner o take o the orchids, On
June 17, altendess can starl al the
misenm at 10 oo with a talk by
Rhodena (Purdon) Bell, whose
family owned the property, until
Jewe Pardon p.asﬁsld it on b Lhie con-
servation authority lo preserve
the rare archids.

The towr includes a bus trip to
the Walson's Cormers Community
Hall —a hub of the local commun
ity — and then a walking Lour of
Furdon Conservalion Area befone
retarning, Lo the myusewn in Lan-
avk village.

The hall in Watson's Corners
hosts fundraising breakfasts
and suppers and special cvenls
throughout the vear I alse houses
the Dalliousie Hiskoric Libwrary,
which was the ficst public library
in thit former Bathuorst Disliict and
tlee first rural library in Ontarcig,
getting its star in 1825,

Mo a musewm, i1 includes

Purdon Conservalion Arca befween
Watson’s Cormers and MceDanald's
Cormers is best known bor its Lady
slipper orchids, but the walking
Leails have an allraction all their
WL,

many old books, artifacts ad
gencalogical records, and is avail-
able by appointment by calling
H13-259-5454 or 613-259-5223.

LOOKING BACK
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their ancestors in the 18305 was
occupied by Lndigenous fami
ligs. .

Afewr cleared the front 101 acres
of thetr parcel and left the back
100 for the original inhabitants
and respectled the Algonguin
gravesites, (ther seltlers feared
“the strange people who Turked
in the soonds.”

A5 mnore and more pioneer farmi-
lies arrived, many considersd the
Algonaquins “hostile” and trouble
some when they objected Lo the
seitlers taking over their lands.

Diispossessed of theis land and
outraged by savage assaults, the
lives of Algonquin families be-
came increasingly wretched. They
could no longer assume they had
the right to land their canoes &
prepare a meal or sleep.

Pormission tu come ashore,
where they had been landing lor
centuries, was ofterd denied 'n'it_|'|
threats. With timber production
peaking in the 18605, the rivers
were choked with logs, making,
travel by canoe impossille, and
wildlife fled before the sroan of
falling pimes.

The land that had sustained the

Algonaquin gathering and hunting
way of lile lor thousands o vears
was radically changed, and the
family bands retreated again and
again to find foud and somewhere
1o v

The Algonguins of Ontario an
nepotiating a land-claim trealy
arwcl are in a position bo evive their
culture with o resurgenoe of pride
in their identity, language and cus-
LOHTIE, Tl‘l.i.'_‘-' Are .1r|i1.'r_'1}' I:-i'lta'tl.l_‘lE,LJ'
ing saceed and ceremenial sites as
well as harvesting, campring aund
comgregating places.

For more information, go o
bt S wwwilanakiwincom /.
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