
UNTIMELY DEMISE 
 

Death and Injury at Early Perth 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Warning 
 
The following recounts 170 deaths and multiple injuries, most resulting from varying degrees of 
violence and sometimes described with graphic detail. This article may not be appropriate for all 
readers. 

____________________________________________________ 
 
 Published obituaries and death notices are a useful source of genealogical information, 
but also provide valuable glimpses into social history. Over the half century between 1835 and 
1890, the Bathurst Courier (1835-1857) and Perth Courier (1857-1890) published thousands of 
death notices and obituaries. Most recounted the passing of those who died at the end of long, 
productive and peaceful lives. Nearly as many report the sad loss of both old and young who 
succumbed to a long list of diseases, most of which are no longer common; typhoid, whooping 
cough, influenza, tuberculosis, diphtheria, dropsy, appendicitis, Bright’s disease, measles, 
scarlet fever, and more. A significant number of these reports of life’s final chapter, however, 
relate to lives ended in even more tragic ways. 
 

The manner and circumstance of death frequently tell us something of the manner and 
circumstance of life. This is true not just for individuals but for the community of which they were 
a part; and is frequently most true when death or life-threatening injury came at the hand of 
accident, violence or other cruel fate. What follows are 165 such stories gleaned from the 
Courier pages, grouped chronologically in arbitrary categories. 

 
(Primary content is drawn from transcriptions of the Bathurst and Perth Couriers by Christine 
Spencer, available in full at http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com. Items have been edited for 
length.) 
 

FARM FATALITIES 
 
Agriculture was the economic and social foundation of Perth from its founding in 1816 until the 
late the 20th century. Those township farms were not, however, always bucolic gardens of 
peace and prosperity. They could be very dangerous places to work and live. 
 
March 7, 1851 - John McDiarmid, a respectable farmer residing in 5th Concession Ramsay, 
while the threshing machine was in full operation, slipped his footing and fell backwards.  His left 
arm was caught in the machinery and greatly mangled, requiring it to be amputated. 
 
November 20, 1868 - Patrick Furlong, living on the 6th Concession of Bathurst, while assisting 
at a threshing machine, fell from the top of a straw stack to the ground. His shoulder striking 
against a log, severe contusions were afflicted on his shoulder and arm.  It is supposed that 



severe internal injuries have been sustained in addition.  At last accounts, he was suffering very 
great pain. 
 
Dec. 15, 1871 - A lad of 14 years, Charles Boyle, son of a widow residing in Almonte, came to 
a violent death in the following manner.  He was attending a threshing machine on Monday 
when he came hastily out of the barn and put two span of horses in motion. Before the driver 
could succeed in stopping them the unfortunate lad was caught in the coupling which attached 
the horse power to the spindle driving the machine, and which dragged him roughly around.  His 
leg was badly broken also his ankle, his neck badly cut, besides other injuries.  He lived only 
two hours after the accident. 
 
July 19, 1872 - James Gamble, a wealthy and respectable farmer living on the 4th Line 
Bathurst, came to his death in a very sudden and unusual manner.  He was engaged in mowing 
with a machine and one of the wheels ran into a hole causing a shock which threw him off his 
feet in front of the machine.  The horses were stopped as soon as possible by his son and other 
friends but not before the old gentleman had been dragged a little distance.  When extricated 
the unfortunate man was found in his last gasp and a few moments after he was quite dead.  
  
Sept. 22, 1876 - A young man named Charles Connell, while attending a threshing mill in 
Poland, 14 miles from Lanark, fell upon the cylinder of the mill, severely shattering one of his 
legs. He died in six hours after the accident.  
 

 
 
November 17, 1876 – A young man named Gaskin met with a severe accident while threshing 
at Mrs. Halliday’s, South Elmsley.  He meant to step on the horse power but missed his footing 
and his leg slipped into the whole wheel.  In an instant it was seized by the revolving teeth and 
badly crushed, both bones being broken and the flesh dreadfully lacerated.  The horses were 
almost instantly stopped or the leg would have been torn off.  He died last Saturday from his 
injuries. 
 
July 20, 1888 - A sad accident occurred in Montague last Friday whereby Mr. D. McIntyre lost 
his life.  It appears that Mr. McIntyre had been engaged in hauling hay when his team became 
frightened at something and ran away upsetting the hay wagon and throwing the driver head 
first on a pile of stones, breaking his neck.  Death was almost instantaneous.   
 



July 20, 1888- On Friday morning, Findlay and Thomas McIntyre were drawing in hay and the 
horses became frightened and ran away across the field, jumping the fence and Thomas who 
was on the wagon, was thrown to the ground and dragged for several yards and when his 
brother Findlay reached the spot he found him insensible.  He breathed only a few minutes and 
passed away. 
 
November 2, 1894 - One of the old landmarks is gone from the township of Darling in the 
person of James McIlraith who died at midnight on Saturday, 20th October after little more than 
a day’s illness caused by injuries from falling while he was running after a sheep in his orchard. 
The injuries sustained were of such a nature that little could be done beyond allaying the pain 
and he gradually sank until he died just 36 hours from the time of the accident.  
 
July 15, 1898 - James H. Taylor of Lanark died from his attack of sunstroke on Wednesday 
night of last week.   
 
July 28, 1899 - Maberly News:  Last week Charles Strong was injured by digging stones with a 
crowbar and a short time after he died.  
 

WILD HORSES 
 
In the 21st century automobile related accidents too frequently take lives, but the original form of 
horsepower took more lives than might be imagined today. 
 
Feb. 6, 1835 - Robert Hogg, son of David Hogg, a young man aged 15 years and 8 months 
inadvertently laid his hand upon the hip of a young horse while engaged in talking with the 
rider.  The beast lifted its leg and struck him in the abdomen which caused the breaking of a 
blood vessel.  He felt severely at the time but his friends did not apprehend much danger.  But 
sad to relate the lamented unfortunate youth died on Sunday. 
 
August 16, 1839 – A young man named Donald Anderson met with an accident. On stopping 
at a house about six miles out on the Drummond Road and having a spirited horse it is thought 
that in dismounting the animal took fright and brought the unfortunate young man a 
considerable distance trailing on the ground with one foot fastened in the stirrup.  When found 
he was senseless [and] has since died. 
 
June 11, 1841 – On Saturday last, as Andrew Gamble, a wealthy farmer in Bathurst, was on 
his way home, in crossing a rough part of the road, his horse stumble and fell and from the 
evidence of the fall was killed on the spot.  The unfortunate man had we understand all his ribs 
on one side broken to the backbone and from the effects of this with other bodily injuries he only 
survived until Monday evening when he died.   
 
November, 1841 - William Burley, Constable for Division #5, Bathurst District, while on the 
discharge of his duties, in returning home at a late hour on the night of Saturday, 13th, was 
unfortunately killed by falling from his horse about two miles distant from Fitzroy Harbor on the 
road to the village of Pakenham.  
 
February, 1842 - On Tuesday last a man named Robert Stewart, a responsible farmer in 
Beckwith while driving between Richmond and Murray’s Tavern on his way home, his horse, it 
appears, took fright and suddenly started off.  The unfortunate man fell forward against the 
horse’s heels and when taken up his skull was found to be dreadfully mangled.  He was 



insensible and not expected to survive the incident.  He is a man of a large family.  We are 
informed that on the evening of the same day a man in the township of Huntley came to his 
death in a manner somewhat similar. 
 
July, 1842 - An inquest was held in Drummond before Thomas Brooke, Esq., coroner upon the 
body of a man named Thomas Doyle, a farmer in the township, who was thrown from his horse 
near Simon Hogan’s. The jury found a verdict of “accidental death” having been thrown head 
foremost upon the end of a pile of rails for fencing - the side of the head of the unfortunate man 
was dreadfully mangled.  He was found in an erect position with his feet uppermost. 
 
September 16, 1853 - On Thursday, Hans Wilson (a constable) of this town, while attempting 
to seize a horse, was kicked by the animal in the abdomen; and although medical assistance 
was speedily procured, he died from the effects of the blow on Saturday last.  Mr. Wilson was 
an industrious man and respected by all who knew him.  He has left a wife and five children to 
mourn his untimely end. 
 
August 10, 1860 - A man named Edward Ward, residing on the 1st Line Drummond, was 
returning from Smith’s Falls in a wagon.  Some distance east of Pike Falls, he was overtaken by 
some men on horseback, between one of whom, named Richard Stephens and Ward, some 
bantering took place which resulted in Stephens taking hold of one of Ward’s horses by the 
bridle.  Ward told him to let the horse go which he refused to do and he (Ward) then pulled the 
horses away from Stephens and, one of them being a young colt, they started forward when 
Stephens was thrown down and the wagon passed over him.  On Monday night Stephens died 
from the injuries he had received. 
  
July 23, 1869 - A few days ago a young man about 18 years of age named William Bell, son of 
D. Bell of Beckwith, came to his end in a sad and unexpected manner. While driving a loaded 
wagon along the Franktown Road, and when turning at Gillies’ [Corners], one of the wheels got 
upon a bank and the wagon upset.  Young Bell was caught under and was so fearfully injured, 
more especially about the head, that he only lived six hours afterwards. 
 
Feb., 1870 - A young man named Corkerry, 6th Line Ramsay, was driving a sleigh loaded with 
wood and when descending a hill part of the load fell off the sleigh taking Corkerry along with 
it.  The horses took fright and started off. The young man was thrown in front of one of the 
runners on the sleigh and was dragged in that position for some distance when the sleigh 
passed over his body, crushing it severely.  This accident was witnessed by two men in front 
who stopped the horses and went to his assistance. He lingered for 24 hours when death put an 
end to his sufferings. 
 
March 18, 1870 - On the 6th Concession of Drummond. John Devlin, son of John Devlin and 
brother of George Devlin, merchant, of Perth, met with an accident which caused his 
death.  The unfortunate man was in the stable preparing to harness his horse. Holding a pitch 
fork in his hand, the handle of the tool happened to come in contact with the horse. The animal 
became frightened and with both legs kicked Mr. Devlin driving him back a few feet and before 
he could get out of the way, the infuriated horse again let fly with both legs striking him square in 
the stomach, the force of which lifted him off the ground landing him more than ten feet into the 
yard. As may be imagined, fearful injuries were inflicted on the unfortunate man, from which he 
never rallied.  He lingered in great pain until the following evening. 
 



June 27, 1873 - A fatal accident by a runaway horse occurred at Hopetown in the township of 
Lanark last week.  It appears that the horse, on being tied to a post, became frightened and in 
some way pulled out the post and ran off.  John Stewart of that place on seeing this ran around 
the building for the purpose of stopping the horse but came in contact with it, receiving such a 
wound on the breast that it caused his death in a few hours. 
 

 
 
December 1, 1860 – A little boy about five years old, son of James Bell, Esq., of this town, 
while attempting to jump on a loaded sleigh coming up from the railway depot, missed his 
footing, fell and one of the runners of the sleigh passed over his body.  He was seriously hurt 
and doubts are entertained of his recovery. 
 
August 9, 1872 - A very painful accident happened to a child aged 3, daughter of A. Code, 
M.P.P., Innisville, on Tuesday last by which, it is feared, she has sustained injuries which may 
prove fatal.  The child was playing on the street when a loosed horse came galloping by, 
straight for the little one, striking the child on the back and causing, it is supposed, a fracture of 
the spine. It is thought she cannot survive. 
 
July 28, 1876 - Mr. Joseph McCormack of this town died from the effects of injuries received 
last winter at Carleton Place, by being thrown out of a cutter while crossing the railroad track 
there.  He suffered a long and painful illness. 
 
Jan. 24, 1890 - Ferguson’s Falls - We are sorry to record the death of John Sheppard.  It 
appears that he drove to Carleton Place on Tuesday and when leaving home the animal which 
he drove became very frightened and ran into the open river throwing him out. Some boys who 
were skating upon the river saw the horse standing in the water and came to see what it 
meant.  They took the horse out and a search was made for the driver but the unfortunate man 
had already perished or drowned. 
 



Oct. 9, 1896 - Joseph Sloan of the town, was drawing a load of potatoes down the 3rd Line 
Bathurst and, when opposite Patrick Brady’s, took up a passenger coming to town.  When in the 
act of adjusting a seat on the load for her, he fell off the load and suffered an injury to the 
spine.  He became paralyzed from the waist down and died on Saturday. 
  
October 30, 1896 - One of the best known and most highly esteemed young men in the 
township of Lanark passed away in the person of John C. Tennant who for over 20 years has 
lived with his uncle Thomas Tennant near Ferguson’s Falls.  He received severe injuries in a 
runaway accident four years ago and since that time has been in delicate health.  
 
Jan. 18, 1889 - Saturday last Alexander Stewart, 4th Line Beckwith, designated as ‘Big Sandy’, 
came to town to do business.  In returning he undertook to light his pipe when the young and 
spirited team, feeling the loosened reins, began to run away.  Mr. Stewart leaned over the 
dashboard to pick up the reins and fell forward and down in front of the runners where he was 
dragged along till a boulder on the side loosened the king bolt and let away the animals.  He 
was found by the driver of the next vehicle to whom he said he was very much injured. He 
lingered on in great pain until Sunday morning when he died. 
 
March 29, 1889 - The road from Middleville to Lanark was the scene of another accident. While 
Mr. A. Lawson was driving the mail from Middleville to Lanark on Monday morning the wheel 
came off his buggy and, the horses taking fright, he was thrown out. In falling he came into 
contact with a stone fracturing his skull and breaking his lower jaw.  He died on Tuesday night at 
the house of Mr. Robert Barr where he had been carried from the scene of the accident.   
 

IF A TREE FALLS 
 
During the winter season most men of the community went into the bush; to work for pay in 
timber shanties, to harvest logs on their own property, or just to cut the season’s firewood. 
Every year, several failed to come home. 
 
March 20, 1835 - Near Murphy’s Falls on the 7th inst., John Huston, when in the act of 
chopping a tree, was crushed to the ground by its falling upon him; the wind having 
unexpectedly blown in the direction in which he was standing.  He survived but a few days and 
has left a widow and five children to lament his loss. 
 
Oct. 28, 1836 - Between 6:00 and 8:00 this morning a gale was experienced from the south 
east upon Lake St. Peter’s, so violent that four [timber] rafts have been completely broken up 
and caused the loss of 25 lives. A raft, property of Messrs. Rodger and Thompson of Perth, 
was this morning found scattered upon the beach and all of the crew of 13 in number 
perished. Another raft, property of Messrs. Porter, Gemmell and Cameron of Perth is a 
complete wreck but the crew are all safe.  
  
July 5, 1839 - A Canadian [i.e. Quebecois] named Augustin St. Francois was killed in 
Bathurst on Monday last in felling a tree.  It seems in the fall of the tree it came into contact with 
another, taking a branch from it which struck him on the left side of the head and shoulder 
causing almost instant death.  The deceased was about 69 years of age. 
 
August 23, 1842 - On Saturday last in Bathurst an old man named William Torry, for 15 years 
in the employ of Peter Campbell, was killed by the falling of a tree. 
 



October 14, 1853 - A man named James Rogers lost his life by the felling of a tree on the 
9th Line Bathurst on the afternoon of Monday last.  Certain parties were felling trees; deceased 
was merely looking on at the time, and although warned that he was standing in a dangerous 
locality, he unfortunately decided there was no peril.  When felling, a portion of the tree struck 
the deceased and killed him on the spot. 
 
March 14, 1856 - A man by the name of Allan was killed by the falling of a tree while chopping 
in the bush in the Township of Ross.  He was an American and has no relations in this part of 
the country that anyone knows of. 
 

 
 
Feb. 17, 1860 - A man named Peter McNaughton, who resides near Ferguson’s Falls, met his 
demise under the following circumstances.  He was employed as a teamster in drawing square 
timber for the Messrs. Mair at their lumbering establishment on the Madawaska. In descending 
a small hill, he fell off the sleigh and before he could get out of the way the stick of timber 
passed over his body killing him on the spot. 
 
June 8, 1860 - Two men, Alpheus Knapp, son of R.A. Knapp, Esq., of Montague and John 
McKay of Bathurst, were drowned in the River Tay, a short distance below Capt. Adams’ 
mills.  They were taking saw logs down the river and Knapp, while trying to catch a saw log with 
his pike pole, lost his balance and fell into the stream.  McKay, knowing that Knapp could not 
swim, jumped in to rescue him. Knapp caught McKay round the waist but being unable to 
extricate himself both sank together.  Knapp’s body was recovered in about ten minutes and 
McKay’s in about half an hour but in both cases life was extinct.  We understand that this is the 
third of Mr. Knapp’s sons who have died within a short time and the second that has met his 
death by drowning. 



 
June 4, 1869 - A sad accident occurred on the River Clyde about two miles from Middleville at 
Taylor’s Saw Mill. Waddell McFarlane, 21, son of Mr. McFarlane, postmaster of Rosetta, was 
driving saw logs over the dam at Taylor’s where a jam occurred.  Young McFarlane, in his 
efforts to release the logs, boldly stepped on the logs immediately at the head of the chute. 
When the one on which he was standing became loose he was carried over the dam. 
McFarlane was carried along with it and when he arrived at the foot, the log struck him and 
before assistance could be rendered, he sank to rise no more. 
 
April 22, 1870 - Drowned at the High Falls above Mr. Stead’s Mill, a young man named James 
Gardner, 3rd son of Robert Gardner of Dalhousie.  He was engaged in driving logs for Mr. 
Jackson of Innisville.  While he and his elder brother were crossing the rapids above the falls, 
the canoe filled with water with the swells.  His brother swam ashore but he not being able to 
reach the crib, sank to rise no more.  He was about 22 years of age.  His body has not been 
found. 
 
June 3, 1870 - Another death by drowning has just been related to us.  A French Canadian 
named Eustache Cardinell, late resident of Darling was the victim.  Deceased was driving saw 
logs down the Clyde and about half way between Caldwell’s Mills and Bower’s old mill stand, 
he fell into the water and never reappeared.  The unfortunate man could not swim a stroke and 
he went down like a shot after he took the plunge.  His body was found the next day.  He leaves 
a widow and five children to lament his early demise. 
 
Feb. 23, 1872 - On the afternoon of Wednesday, 14th Feb. a young man named James 
Graham, while loading his sleigh with saw logs in Mr. Paris’ shanty on White Lake, lost his life 
on account of the top log rolling off and taking him with it.  The binding pole was lying by the 
side of the sleigh, his head fell on it and the log coming down on the top, crushed his skull 
behind the ear.  Death was instantaneous although the heart beat for some time.  An almost 
imperceptible quiver of the upper lip was all the motion that was seen after the accident.  A large 
quantity of blood ran from the nose and mouth.  Deceased was about 17 years of age a quiet, 
civil young man. 
 
Oct. 18, 1872 - From the Renfrew Mercury: Thomas Steele of Douglas, son-in-law of R.R. 
Smith, Esq., was accidentally killed last Thursday by the fall of a tree while he was working on 
the road above that place.  His skull was fractured about two inches on the left side and the 
brains oozed out.  
 
Feb. 14, 1873 - Patrick Kelly and his son, a boy about 13 years of age, were employed in 
chopping in the bush when a tree that was being cut down fell upon the boy, inflicting serious 
injuries which resulted in his death 45 minutes later.  The skull was fractured and his leg broken 
in two places. 
 
June 13, 1873 - Another terrible accident has happened at Beachburg last Saturday.  A son of 
George Pettigrew while engaged with his father in pulling up logs in the field preparatory to 
setting them on fire, one of the logs rolled from the top of the pile and fell on the unfortunate 
youth rolling on his head and crushing it to jelly.  The deceased was 16 years of age. 
 
November 28, 1873 - On Thursday last a young boy 8 or 9 years old residing on the Perth 
Road about a mile from Smith’s Falls by the name of Johnston, accidentally met his death by 



upsetting a load of firewood.  It seems his people were drawing home wood to the house and he 
happened to be at the end of the sleigh when it upset. 
 

SANK TO RISE NO MORE 
 
There appears to have been no single cause of sudden and accidental death more common 
than that of drowning. Life was lived close to nature, yet few seem to have learned to swim. 
 
May 8, 1835 - Robert McCuden, son of Mr. H. McCuden, Drummond, was drowned in the 
Madawaska River last week by the upsetting of a small log canoe. 
 
June 26, 1835 - Two raftsmen in the employ of Mr. Snedden, lumber merchant, Ramsay, were 
drowned at Bytown a few days ago by the up turning of their canoe. 
 
September 9, 1836 – A man named George Elliott on stepping on board a steamboat in the 
Grenville Canal missed his footing and went down between the wharf and steamer and was 
drowned.  He was a middle aged man a native of Ireland and has left relatives who reside in the 
township of Elmsley to deplore his untimely end. 
 
May 19, 1837 - On Friday night one Peter Keninmouth, son of Mr. Alexander Keninmouth of 
this place, was crossing the River Rideau on a bridge which, to the disgrace of those 
concerned, has been long in an unfinished state. He fell off one of the string pieces and was 
drowned.  He is an only son and was married only a few days previous. 
 
July 14, 1837 - Drowned, on Sunday morning from off the Steamboat Cataraque about 15 miles 
from Oliver’s Ferry, John Dean, the steward of the boat.  The deceased was not missed nor 
was any one aware of the unfortunate incident until something was wanted from the bar, when 
an immediate search was made on board the boat but in vain.  It was then that the truth became 
manifest.  The steamboat retraced her course a few miles when at first the hat was found with 
the garment all tattered and torn. It was supposed that the deceased was inadvertently 
observing the gyrations of the paddle wheel from the door and the entrance to it was caught by 
either some part of his clothes or body and carried with it. 
 
May 18, 1838 - On Friday last a fine young child about 3 years of age belonging to Mr. A. 
Dixon, Esq., of Pakenham Mills on the river Mississippi happened to wander from the door and 
unfortunately fell into the timber slide and was drowned. 
 
August 10, 1838 - On Friday afternoon in the Rideau, Oliver’s Ferry, John Oliver, son of 
William Oliver, aged about 10 or 12 years, was drowned.  It appears that the deceased and an 
elder brother had been repairing a skiff during the day and the boy, being anxious to try it out, 
went out into the river without either paddle or oars.  The wind being high, the skiff went further 
from the shore than was expected.  The anxiety of the poor boy became so great that in his 
exertions to get to the shore the skiff upset and not being able to swim the boy sank to rise no 
more. 
 
March, 1840 - On Monday last a fine little girl about 5 years old, daughter of Mr. Michael 
Tovey of Bathurst in company with another girl a few years older, while on their way to the 
house of Josias Richie, crossing the River Tay, the elder girl broke through the ice, her 
helpless companion approaching to near the fatal spot and when probably lending her feeble 
help was herself drawn into the watery grave.  Their cries were heard by Mr. Richey in time to 



extricate the eldest who in her struggles probably kept the other down under the water until the 
current carried her underneath the ice and we learn there is very little probability of her body 
being found at present by her afflicted parents. 
 
August 28, 1840 - On Sunday last some boys went to bathe in the Mississippi River near 
Boulton’s Mills [Fallbrook].  One of them named Robert Beverage not being a swimmer, went 
out beyond his depth and sank to rise no more before any assistance could be rendered him by 
his companion. 
 
April 23, 1841 - We regret to announce that a young man named Peter Anderson was 
drowned about three miles below Smith’s Falls while crossing one of the beams for supporting 
the planking of the bridge - an outlet to the surplus water of the Rideau Canal. He got dizzy on 
account of crossing and lost his balance. This is the second melancholy bereavement to the 
parents of the deceased it being hardly two years since an elder son was cut off suddenly by a 
kick from a horse. 
 
October 26, 1841 - Drowned on the 17th inst., from off one of the Rideau Canal steamers near 
Hog’s Back, Joseph Doucet of Drummond, within a few miles of town.  We understand the 
accident occurred while under the influence of liquor. Another warning to the drunkard. On the 
same day (Sunday) a man named Gavin Baillie while crossing the Calabogie Lake in a canoe 
was upset and drowned leaving also a helpless and affected family unprovided for. 
 
July, 1842 - On Tuesday last as three boys (sons of John Currie, miller, Dalhousie) were 
sailing in a canoe on the lake, it struck a rock by which it overturned and the boys were pitched 
into the stream.  Two of them were rescued but melancholy to relate the youngest boy about 
seven years old sank to rise no more. 
 
September 22, 1846 - At Pakenham Mills, George Parker, in company with three of his sons, 
varying from six to eleven, went into the river to bathe; the second boy slipped off a rock into 
deep water; the father immediately plunged after him and although a good swimmer he was 
forced to let go the child after being sunk repeatedly. Several expert divers including Indians 
used every exertion to recover the body but did not succeed until nearly 10:00 at night on 
account of the depth of the water and uneven bottom of the river. 
 
October 6, 1846 – A young man named Allan, a son of Robert Allan, mason, Drummond, was 
drowned on Long Lake. It appears that the party, five in number, were proceeding to a 
lumbering shanty and while crossing the lake in a canoe a storm arose which caused the canoe 
to upset or fill with water.  Three of the party could swim and saved themselves by that 
means.  One held on to the canoe until he got to shore and the other having laid hold of a box 
for support, let it go and sank to rise no more. 
 
July 1, 1851 – A boy named Nary Corneau was drowned in the mill dam at Capt. Adams.  It 
appears that he had been fishing from off the dam.  The discovery of his hat and fishing rod on 
a saw log led to the suspicion that he had been drowned which was shortly afterwards verified 
in the search and finding of his body. 
 
August 12, 1851 - John Flintoff of Drummond was drowned by falling off one of the Quebec 
steamers on Friday night between Three Rivers and Montreal.  It is said that he had been lying 
on a bench near the side of the steamer—that he was seen there by the Captain a short time 



before he was missed.  On again coming to where the bench was the Captain discovered his 
coat and hat but on searching all over the steamer Flintoff could not be found. 
 
Oct. 17, 1851 - An inquest was held in Lanark Village before R. Muirhead, Esq., Coroner on 
view of the body of Mrs. Sarah Jones, who was found drowned in the River Clyde a short 
distance above the village. There was no evidence given tending to implicate any individual as 
having been in any way an accessory to her death and the jury returned a verdict accordingly. 
 
July 14, 1854 - On Sabbath morning last, as some lads were bathing in the River Tay below 
Messrs. Millers’ foundry, one of them named James Cameron got beyond his depth and was 
drowned before he could be got out. 
 
April 20, 1855 - A man named John Graham was drowned in the River Clyde, Lanark Village. 
He had gone out in a canoe with a gun for the purpose of hunting muskrat and must have fallen 
out as the canoe was not upset.  The report of the gun was heard and then a splash in the water 
and immediately after his cries for assistance but before anyone could reach the spot he had 
sunk to rise no more.  It is supposed that he had stood up in the canoe to fire and the rebound 
of the gun against him caused him to lose his balance and fall out. 
 
July 13, 1855 - Two boys, sons of George Oliver, who reside at Otter Lake, made a little raft 
and were playing with it on the water near the shore of the lake when the youngest boy got on 
the raft and was blown by the wind out on the lake beyond the reach of the other boy. Before 
assistance could arrive the little raft went to pieces and the boy sank to rise no more. 
 
December 28, 1855 - Thomas Radenhurst, third son of the late T.M. Radenhurst, Esq., was 
skating on the river above Haggart’s Mills when crossing some ice not sufficiently frozen to 
support him, he broke through the ice and being carried under it by the current, was 
drowned.  Four hours elapsed before the body was recovered.  The deceased was about 12 
years of age. 
 
December 12, 1856 - While two young men, Thomas and John Gallagher, sons of Thomas 
Gallagher of Bathurst, were walking on the ice out on the Mississippi River, the ice gave way 
beneath them and they were plunged into the cold stream and drowned. They were on their way 
to Mr. Charles’ and were not to be home until the following Saturday and consequently were 
not missed for a whole week.  When the bodies were both lifted out of the water last Sunday 
they appeared just as fresh as when they had gone down the week before. Thomas was 22 
years of age and John was 20 being the eldest and second eldest sons of Mr. Gallagher.   
 
June 26, 1857- Two boys named Wilton and Cochrane were drowned at Smith’s Falls on 
Sunday last while out milling on the river.  This is another warning to Sabbath breakers. 
 
June 8, 1860 - On Wednesday, a young lad about ten years old, son of 
Mr. McIlquham, Drummond, while fishing in the Mississippi River in a canoe, lost his balance 
and fell over board and before assistance could be rendered him, drowned. 
 
Sept. 14, 1860 - Two men named John O’Connor, Sr., and William Horrick, Jr., started from 
Innisville for Ferguson’s Falls in a bark canoe.  They had proceeded but a short distance when 
the canoe upset and they were both found under the canoe dead—their legs having gotten 
entangled in the cross bars. 
 



May 3, 1861 - A man named O’Brien was drowned on Sunday last near Adams’ Mills.  He was 
out in a canoe which upset.  The body was recovered. 
 
May 6, 1870 - A sad accident 
happened on the Mississippi near 
Pakenham.  It appears that two 
young women, Miss Dunfield and 
Miss Connery had been visiting 
some friends across the river and 
were being taken home in a canoe 
by a young man named McKibben. 
On the way across the women 
became frightened and the canoe 
upset.  The young man grasped at 
the branch on a tree nearby but with 
two young women clinging to him 
unfortunately the branch gave way 
and the three were borne away in 
that position.  They floated with the 
current for some little distance and 
then disappeared.  Parties have 
been busily engaged in dragging 
the river for the bodies.  One was found on Sunday and another on Monday but up to the time of 
this writing the third body has not been found. 
 
May 13, 1870 – We regret to have to record the death of two young boys, Joseph Sochie, and 
Richard Gallipo, aged respectively 14 and 15 years.  It would appear that on Monday evening 
they, in company with two other boys, were crossing the canal in a punt [at] Jones’ locks when 
the punt overturned and all four were thrown into the water.  Two clung to the boat and drifted 
ashore and the other two struck out for the nearest land but failed to reach it.  
 
May 20, 1870 – Dalhousie - The body of James Gardner of this place who was drowned in the 
Mississippi about four weeks ago was found on Saturday last.  It appears that his parents and 
friends were hunting for his body day after day but, it having floated only a short distance from 
where he went down, and came in contact with some floating wood, under these circumstances 
the body did not come to the top of the water until last Saturday and thus in such a mangled 
state as to be almost impossible to be recognized. 
 
June 3, 1870 - The body of the unfortunate girl Margaret Tullis, who it will be remembered was 
drowned in the Mississippi River in April, was found last Monday by some raftsmen not over 25 
yards from the bridge off which she had fallen, in about ten feet of water.   
 
September 2, 1870 - A woman named Filleter was drowned in the Mississippi River about 
between Ferguson’s Falls and Innisville.  She and her brother were returning, we believe from 
the Carding Mill at Innisville with two weeks of wool and, about at the point mentioned above, 
they crossed the river in an old and nearly unserviceable canoe, the brother landing there and 
the sister starting to re-cross.  Before she could reach the shore again the canoe filled with 



water and sank and the unfortunate woman being helpless in it was drowned.  The body was 
recovered the following Sunday afternoon. 
 
September 3, 1871 - A sad case of drowning occurred at Sand Point.  A young man 
named Michael Farlane, lately arrived in this country from Ireland, was bathing in the lake and 
being unable to swim, got beyond his depth when after vainly struggling for a few minutes, sank 
to rise no more.  About 30 people witnessed the sad end of the young man from the shore and 
strange to say none of whom could swim.  Consequently, no attempt was made to save his life 
although the water is only about 7 feet in depth 
 
May 3, 1872 - A young man named Samuel Douglas, aged about 30, was drowned while out 
on a boat on the Mississippi River about three miles below Lanark Village. 
 
July 19, 1872 - Mr. Best, lock laborer at Poonamalie, lost two children by drowning in the 
Rideau above Smith’s Falls.  The bodies have not been found up to last night.  It appears that 
Mrs. Best went in a boat with her baby and two girls and the boat running up on a log, 
capsized.  The mother held on to her baby and was saved but the other children, aged 11 and 
6, were drowned. 
 
June 27, 1873 - We regret to hear that postmaster at Pakenham, Francis Shaw, was drowned 
while bathing on the Mississippi at that village last Friday morning.   
 
November 21, 1873 - On Wednesday a fine young lad, a son of Oliver Jackson, a painter in 
the employ of James Kearnes of Glen Tay, was drowned while skating on the Tay at the 
village.  The body was recovered the next day. 
 
May 24, 1889 - The body of Mr. McGonagle, drowned in the Madawaska, has been 
recovered.  However, Mr. Gravelle of Renfrew, who disappeared some time ago, has not been 
heard of since. 
 
June 14, 1889 - A young man 18 years of age was drowned here [Smiths Falls] today.  He and 
a companion secured a boat and undertook to paddle it up the rapids under the bridge.  Just as 
they were through part of the piers a swell struck the boat and capsized it.  William Lee clung to 
the boat and was rescued but Russell Moffatt became exhausted and was drowned.  His body 
was recovered an hour after about sixty feet from where he went down. 
 
Aug. 21, 1891- A little boy, Jobie Hutton, was drowned at the ferry on Friday evening.  The 
bridge had been opened to allow a yacht to pass through and it appears that in the closing of 
the swing bridge he stepped on and was caught in the railing where the swing bridge joins with 
the main bridge.  He could not extricate himself and when the swing bridge was slackened up 
he fell into the water and before help could arrive was drowned.   
 

CONSUMED BY FLAMES 
 
In days when the flame of fireplace, stove, candle, oil lamp, potash pan, rubbish fire, etc. was a 
part of daily life, fire often escaped control and burned home and occupant alike. 
 
May 22, 1835 - Catharine Robertson, daughter of Mr. D. Robertson, died at the age of 7 
years after two days suffering.  Her clothes were supposed to have caught fire from the damper 



of a stove and before assistance reached her she was so dreadfully burned that no cure could 
be affected.  The grief of the parents may be conceived but cannot be described. 
 
June 19, 1840 - On the evening of Saturday or morning of Sunday last while Patrick Foley of S. 
Sherbrooke and wife were absent from home, and the house in charge of their eldest girl about 
15 years of age, with 6 children, when by some unaccountable accident the house and children 
were consumed by fire and nothing left to tell the sad tale but a heap of ruins and ashes and 
bones. There had been a small addition made to the shanty at one end in which the children 
slept and as the remains were found immediately on the spot where the beds had been. Such 
vestiges of the remains as could be distinguished were collected together and interred on 
Tuesday last.  
 
July 20, 1841 - A fine child of John Morrison of this place, carpenter, was on Friday last so 
seriously burnt by her clothes catching fire from the cooking stove that in a few hours afterwards 
death released her form her pain.  She was 5 years old and as is usual when such deplorable 
accidents occur the parents were absent when it took place. 
 
November, 1841 - We understand on Thursday the 4th inst., a child of 2 years, 8 months, 
daughter of William McVicar, Pakenham, was so severely injured by her clothes catching on 
fire that she only survived about 24 hours, all medical aid proving to no avail.  It seems Mr. 
McVicar had been employed with a fire outside boiling potatoes for pigs and it is supposed the 
child either came too near to it or was playing with it (as too many children are suffered to do) 
when the accident occurred which ended so fatally. 
 
Jan. 19, 1847 - It becomes our painful duty to inform our readers of the most distressing 
calamity that has ever been our lot to record—namely of the destruction of a whole family by 
fire.  On the morning of Friday last about 3:00 the home of Patrick Connor, in 
the Township of Lanark, was discovered to be on fire by some travelers who had put up at the 
house for the night and were aroused by the screams of a part of the family.  They were obliged 
to make their escape by breaking a window and going through it.  After having gone out they 
thought of trying to save the family but found it impossible to do so without jeopardizing their 
own lives in the attempt. Mr. Connor, his wife, 5 children and a girl who had come on the 
evening previous to act as a servant, all perished in the flames. 
 
August 25, 1854 - An aged woman named Mary Flett residing in Bathurst came to her death 
under the following circumstances:  she had been working in the field all day and in the evening 
returned to her house in the country.  Her son, a lad 16 years of age, had the occasion to leave 
the house a short distance.  On returning about 20 minutes later he found his mother on the 
floor enveloped in flames.  She was so badly burned that she died in about an hour.  It is 
supposed that she had been smoking a pipe and a coal from it had ignited her clothes and 
being alarmed on running across the house fell against the stove and was so stunned by the fall 
as to be unable to rise until her garments were all in flames.  The body was burnt black and the 
floor where she lay was burnt an inch deep.  
  
June 5, 1857 - Mrs. Cuthbertson, a person about 60 years of age, living on the 
10th Concession Drummond, being left at home with a girl about 14 years old, lost her life by her 
clothing accidentally catching fire.  She requested the girl to go and see if the pigs had not 
strayed into the fields and after an absence of about twenty minutes she returned and found 
Mrs. Cuthbertson on the floor and her clothes nearly all consumed.  There were two pails of 
water in the house at the time which had evidently been used by the unfortunate sufferer—
fruitless endeavors to quench the flames. 



 
April 20, 1860 - On Saturday a young man named David Dennison in charge of the drug store, 
recently opened on Foster Street in this town, met with his death under the following 
circumstances.  He placed a jar containing alcohol upon the kitchen stove in order to heat it for 
some chemical purpose and told the serving girl not to let it get too warm.  When the jar had 
gotten warmed the girl took it off the stove and set it on the floor and then told Dennison what 
she had done.  He then went into the kitchen and placed the jar farther back from the stove and 
drew out the cork with the condensed alcohol vapor which had been generated by the heat 
immediately escaped and filled the room and as soon as it reached the fire in the stove it 
exploded like gunpowder and enveloped the young man in flames.  His clothes from standing 
over the jar had become saturated with the alcohol as it escaped and consequently the flames 
could not be easily extinguished.  He was burned in a most shocking manner. He lingered on in 
the most excruciating agony until 12:00 on Sunday night when death relieved him from his 
sufferings.   
 

October 18, 1861 – A young 
lad about 12, son of Michael 
Parks of Pakenham, fell into 
a kettle of boiling potash and 
when found nothing but the 
bones remained, the flesh 
having been all dissolved.  It 
could not have been more 
than 15 minutes until the 
accident was discovered. 
 
Jan. 17, 1868 - A short 
distance below Appleton the 
house in which the family of 
old Robert Johnston were 
living was burned down and 
a daughter about four years 

of age was consumed in the flames.  The mother made a fire and went a short distance to milk 
a cow and on her return she was too late to save anything.  It is said she was considerably 
burned in her attempt to save the child.   
 
March 23, 1866 - During the night of Saturday last, the house of a farmer named Findlay, near 
Port Elmsley, about five miles from Perth, caught fire, when, shocking to relate, three of the 
unfortunate man’s children, and a servant girl named Stewart about 16 years old, were burned 
to death.  An inquest was held on the remains by Dr. Howden, at which the following facts were 
established.  The fire originated from a pan of hot ashes which the girl had left on the porch on 
the previous evening and had made such headway before being discovered that it was 
impossible to arrest the calamity.  Mr. Findlay, jumping from the bed, found the whole house in 
flames and his own escape cut off by the door of his room.  He then broke out the window and 
got out his wife and infant child.  The latter was about six or eight days old.  On opening the 
door of the room in which his other children and the girl were sleeping, he found his progress 
blocked by a wall of fire and smoke with nothing human could pass through.  He then left the 
home for the purpose of reaching the window of their room from the outside but before getting to 
it the girl and children were seen to be trying to escape through the door. The terrified little ones 



were screaming wildly in terror and the girl was heard telling them to follow her and then they 
were overpowered by the smoke and fumes and destroyed before the eyes of the horror 
stricken parents.  The night was bitterly cold and Mrs. Findlay having no clothes on but her night 
dress and was badly frozen in addition to witnessing the death agonies of her darling 
children.  Altogether, the scene was one of the most dreadful ever witnessed in this part of the 
country and we are sure that the bereaved family have the heartfelt sympathy of the community 
in this dark hour of their distress. 
 
Feb. 10, 1871 - An aged woman named Mrs. Crane, living in Lanark Village, was burned so 
terribly that she only lived about six hours afterwards when a merciful death came to her 
relief.  The horrible accident was supposed to have been caused by the fire of her pipe which 
had been laid on the bed stand after her evening smoke which communicated to the bed clothes 
and enveloped her in flames. 
 
November 21, 1873 - Death under peculiar circumstances took place the other day at Sand 
Point.  We learn that an elderly woman named Mrs. Rill died from fright.  Being sick and 
confined to her bed in the evening her daughter lit a candle in the room and the reflection upon 
the wall so startled Mrs. Rill that she died from the effects, thinking the house was on fire. 
 
November 21, 1873 - A little child about three years of age daughter of John Houston, 7th Line 
Ramsay, was playing about the floor when she fell backwards into a pot of boiling water. She 
lingered until Thursday morning when death mercifully put an end to her suffering. 
 

IN A STATE OF INTEMPERANCE 
 
Until the temperance movement gained significant traction in the mid-to-late 1800s, in Upper 
Canada, and no less so at the Perth and area, alcohol was the lubricant of every social, 
business and other activity of daily life. Nothing could be done without the fuel produced by the 
areas’ many distilleries. When such was the norm, excess and abuse, to the point of tragedy 
and death were common. 
 
December 8, 1836 – A body of a man was found lying near a barn in a field belonging to John 
McLaren about a mile and a half from Lanark.  It proved to be that of Michael McKittrick, a 
farmer whose place of residence was about two miles distant.  It appears that he had been in 
the village on the evening previous, which he left about 7:00 in the evening with the intention of 
going home, but as he had been drinking spirits previous it is supposed that the cold had seized 
him and that he had become bewildered and wandered off his road. An inquest was held and J. 
Hall, Esq., one of His Majesty’s Coroner’s for the District of Bathurst and the jury returned a 
verdict “that the deceased came to his death from the effects of the cold and ardent spirits”. 
 
January 7, 1848 - We understand that a person named Donald Campbell was drowned by 
going through the ice on the Clyde at Lanark Village.  He is said to have been in liquor. An 
inquest was held by Robert Muirhead, Esq., Coroner, upon the body of the deceased Donald 
Campbell, a laborer from Bathurst, aged about 40 years.  Verdict:  “death by accidental 
drowning being in a state of intemperance”. 
 
March 28, 1851 - A man named John McNaughton, a tailor by trade, from Perthshire, 
Scotland, died suddenly at the house of one Campbell near Franktown.  It appears the 
deceased was of intemperate habits and had been on what is called a ‘spree’ for some days 
previous to his death.  We are informed that about an hour or less before his death he sent to a 



neighboring tavern for a quart of whiskey and that immediately upon partaking of it he suddenly 
expired. 
 
January 5, 1855 - Jas. Gilbert, former teacher of the Perth Brass Band, died at Brockville last 
week.  The Recorder states that he had been indulging rather too freely for several days before 
he died. 
 
Feb. 13, 1857 - An old man by the name of Edward Balland(?) Rolland(?) who resides about 
a mile from this town on the 2nd Line Drummond met his death one day last week. It appears 
that he had gone into town and being of intemperate habits, got intoxicated. When he managed 
to get home (he living by himself in a small shanty) it appears he lay down on the floor without 
covering himself and when he awoke in the morning he found that both his legs were frozen up 
to his body and, being unable to walk, he endeavored to crawl to the nearest neighbor. In doing 
so his hands were badly frozen and he died shortly afterwards.  Another instance of the effects 
of intemperance. 
 
November 13, 1857 - A man 
named Armstrong was drowned off 
the steamer Prince Albert while 
proceeding from Kingston to Smith’s 
Falls. He was one of a party of men 
engaged to work on the B.& O 
Railway, who, having got supplied 
with liquor drank rather freely and a 
quarrel was the result during which 
Armstrong was knocked down on 
the deck whence he rolled 
overboard and was 
drowned.  Although the boat was 
stopped and a search was made for 
him he was not found.  The 
deceased was a widower and had a 
small child with him on the boat who 
is thus left as an orphan. 
 
April 20, 1860 - An inquest was 
held on Monday last by Dr. Nichol, 
Coroner, on the body of an old soldier known commonly as ‘Sam the Barber’.  He was found in 
the stable of Jas. Moore’s Inn in a state of exhaustion and brought into the house but died 
shortly after.  He had been drinking Friday for some time previous. A verdict was returned in 
accordance with the facts. 
 
May 7, 1869 - The advocates of Temperance have just been furnished with another example of 
the deadly effect of the “use and abuse of intoxicating liquors,” in the case of Mrs. Shine, of this 
town, who was found dead in her bed on Sunday morning after a Saturday night debauch in 
which her husband and a neighbor or two participated. The body was buried at the expense of 
the corporation. 
 
Sept. 30, 1870 - An accident occurred in Almonte whereby Patrick Sullivan, residing on the 
7th Line Huntley, came to his death.  It appears that Sullivan, who had been drinking too freely 



during the day, was returning on a load of lumber in company with two other farmers.  While 
near Barnett’s Corners.  The unfortunate Sullivan fell from his seat to the ground and the wheel 
of the wagon passed over his neck, killing him almost instantly.   
 
April 14, 1871 – A lad named Thomas Morrison, aged 18, came to a sudden, and we might 
say, violent death by drinking a portion of some vile whiskey he had purchased uptown.  He and 
a young man named James Lee went down the river fishing and took the liquor along with 
them. Morrison drank some of the whiskey but Lee abstained after taking the first 
mouthful. When they landed, young Morrison complained of being chilly but walked along with 
one or two other parties until the liquor overcame him and he lay down near the Union Engine 
House, apparently drunk but really dying. They then became aware that his state was no 
common drunkenness and one of them ran for Dr. Kellock but the unfortunate lad was dead on 
the doctor’s arrival. Another warning to young tipplers. 
 
August 30, 1872 - On Sunday 3 men started from the mill premise of William Doran, Esq., at 
Doran Village up the river for Maberly.  There men were named James Robertson and his 
brother who was lately arrived from Glasgow, Scotland, and Archibald Kane.  They proceeded 
in a flat bottomed boat to Maberly, a distance of four miles.  The men remained there all day 
Sunday until dark and during their stay they drank considerable liquor until all three were 
intoxicated, especially James Robertson.  At about dark, they started back to Doran, but not 
until Robertson had to be helped into the boat so much was he under the influence of 
liquor.  They had proceeded down the river until within a short distance of Doran when through 
some misadventure the boat capsized and all three were thrown into the water.  The younger 
Robertson and Kane managed to reach the shore but James Robertson sank immediately and 
never rose again until the grappling hooks brought his lifeless body to the surface of the 
water.  He [Robertson] always bore a good character being industrious, kind and obliging in 
manner except when under the influence of liquor.  Deceased’s family is left in particular 
unfortunate circumstances there being a wife and seven small children the youngest only two 
months old—wholly un-provided for. 
 
Feb. 14, 1873 - A young man named Peter Trainor, a member of the well-known shoddy 
fraternity at present “doing business” in this vicinity, died in the Perth jail where he had been 
lodged a few days previous; the poor wretch having been brought so low by the use of liquor 
and by exposure that he was unable to take care of or provide for himself. Truly a sad end 
this—for one just entering upon manhood—dying in a jail from disease and privation and 
dissipation without a friend to comfort him. 
 
Feb. 28, 1873 - Last Saturday the corpse of D. McPherson, who had lived in this section for 29 
years, came into the Union House from the Mattawa.  Mr. McPherson had been dead for over 
three weeks but until Saturday no means of bringing his body for interment could be found.  It 
appears that he had been working in some of the shanties where his services were no longer 
required and he was provided with and a quantity of money.  On his way here he got on a 
‘spree’ in which condition he kept himself until his pocket was empty.  From some of the 
numerous effects of that fatal cup he died and this adds another to the long list of deaths from 
strong drink.  Deceased was over 50 years of age and was interred at Prestonvale Cemetery. 
 
Feb. 13, 1874 - On Saturday morning last the body of a young woman named Elizabeth 
Murphy was found dead by the roadside in North Burgess, almost twelve miles from Perth, the 
unfortunate creature having apparently frozen to death. It seems that she and her brother, 



Terence Murphy, came to Perth on Friday forenoon and started for their home again in 
Burgess in the evening—it is believed somewhat intoxicated.  The next morning the body of the 
girl was found on the road, lifeless, with marks of violence about the face and head.  Her brother 
professes total ignorance about what occurred before and after this had transpired, pleading an 
excess of intoxication, which deprived him of the power of observing what took place around 
him or in fact to himself, save in one thing—he has, he says, in indistinct recollection of the 
horses running away.  The [Coroner’s] jury, found that the deceased came to death through 
injury and exposure, the result of having been left on the road by her brother, and the jury are 
further of the opinion that the said Terence Murphy was guilty of culpable negligence in not 
looking after the deceased. Coroner Howden issued a warrant for Murphy’s arrest in order that 
the case might go before the grand jury at the approaching Assizes and having been taken in 
charge by the constable is now in jail awaiting the final disposition of the suit. 
 
November 23, 1894 - Alexander McGregor, a well-known man of leisure around town [Smiths 
Falls] died about 5:00 yesterday afternoon.  In his younger years he was very industrious and 
saved and accumulated a great deal of money which he appears to have kept in the bank.  For 
a few years past he has lived in town and about a year ago he put up a small house south of the 
canal in which he lived alone.  He followed no calling and as is invariably the case, idleness 
begets bad habits and he took to drinking a great deal lately.  When it came to the ears of the 
Relief Committee they sent medical attention and placed a man to look after him.  The strain on 
the constitution, however, was too great and death came as specified.  He was about forty years 
of age, unmarried, and leaves his mother, three sisters and two brothers, who reside on the old 
homestead in North Elmsley to mourn his loss.  
 

MANGLED BY MACHINERY 
 
As mechanization and a degree of industrialization were introduced to the Perth area during the 
latter half of the 19th century, a new risk to life and limb was presented to many. 
 
November 23, 1847 - A boy named Isaac Mitcheson, son of Edward Mitcheson, proprietor of 
the new Mills in Ramsayville, approached too near an iron shaft in the third flat of the mills, 
which caught hold of his clothes and knocked him violently against some posts that stood near 
causing almost instant death. The boy was three years and six months old. 
 
September 16, 1853 - One day last week as some workmen were blasting rocks for the new 
steam saw mill of the Messrs. Hall near Henry’s bridge on the Mississippi one of the charges 
misfired and as one of the man named John McLaren, son of the widow McLaren of Bathurst, 
was endeavoring to ascertain the cause, the powder exploded mutilating him in a shocking 
manner.  We understand that he has lost both his arms and also his eyesight.  It is not thought 
he will live. 
 
Feb. 15, 1856 - A young lad, son of Mr. Burns of Burgess, while at Elliott’s Mills with his father, 
approached a revolving shaft so closely that it caught his clothes and held him fast, whirling him 
round and striking his legs against the hopper.  The mill was stopped and the boy taken off 
when it was found both his thighs and arms were broken. 
 
April 11, 1856 - The boiler in the steam mills by Messrs. Eastman & McEwen in North Gower 
exploded on the 2nd inst.  The buildings were blown to pieces and four men were killed and 



seven hurt.  The names of the killed are William Eastman, N. McEwen, Jas. Barr and a young 
man named Graham. 
 
November 13, 1868 - One of those terrible accidents which so often happens in connection with 
machinery occurred in the village of Lanark. The miller in charge of Messrs. Alexander 
Caldwell & Son’s grist mill left the building for a short time, leaving an assistant, a young man 
named Love, in temporary charge of affairs.  Returning about half an hour later he was 
surprised to find the lower room deserted and the hoppers empty.  On going upstairs, the miller 
was horror struck to see the body of young Love revolving around on one of the shafts.  The 
works were at once stopped but it was too late for any assistance; the young man was quite 
dead and had probably been so for half an hour.   
  
June 25, 1869 - We regret to announce a painful accident on Saturday morning at the new Bark 
Works, 3rd Line Bathurst, in the person of our townsman George Graham.  It appears that while 
engaged in starting some machinery, driven by a 50 horsepower engine, his right foot became 
entangled in one of the large pinion wheels and in an instant the greater portion of the member 
was destroyed rendering amputation necessary. The utmost promptitude on the part of Mr. 
Thomas Moffatt on cutting off the steam supply prevented a much more serious accident if not 
complete destruction of life. 
 
April 14, 1871 – A young man named George Weir got his right hand mutilated by an edging 
saw at Playfair Mills, Bathurst.  Dr. Grant of Perth, was at once sent for and on arriving 
amputated the injured member very skillfully. 
 
June 9, 1871 - On Friday last, 2nd June, 
while Messrs. John Campbell and 
Calub(?) Budd were blasting for a 
cellar at the residence of the former 
near Franktown, in the township of 
Beckwith, the blast during the process 
of tamping went off prematurely and 
inflicted on both men terrible and 
perhaps fatal injuries.  Mr. Campbell 
was struck by a stone on the forehead 
which fractured his skull and Budd was 
thrown, it is said, 20 feet in the air by 
the force of the explosion and had his 
right hand blown off besides being 
seriously injured elsewhere. A surgeon 
was sent for to Smith’s Falls who did all 
in his power for the unfortunate men; 
but their injuries are such as to make 
their recovery a matter of grave debate. 
 
November 17, 1876 - William 
Pollock in the employ of the Almonte 
Electric Light Company met with a fatal accident on Monday night. While working with a large 
driving belt he was caught and drawn into the wheels; one arm was torn off at the elbow and he 



was hurt internally.  It took them over an hour to get him out of the machinery.  He died soon 
afterwards.  Deceased was a brother of Robert Pollock of Almonte, formerly of Lanark and was 
a cousin of Messrs. Sim, Scotch Line. 
 
Feb. 29, 1884 - Samuel Green, the young Englishman who was so terribly injured in the 
tannery accident here a short time ago, died on Wednesday morning last and was buried in the 
old cemetery yesterday. 
 
Nov. 3, 1899 - The sad news reached Carleton Place on Thursday of an accident to 
Mr. Wellington McWilliams, a young man of this town who was working in Frost and Woods 
works in Smith’s Falls.  He was grinding at an emery wheel when it burst, one part of it being 
driven through a board some distance off and the other striking him on his head.  He was 
carried out of the shop and at C.H. Frost’s request taken up to his home on Water Street where 
doctors were immediately sent for.  His skull was fractured and in taking out the pieces, some of 
the brain came away.  He lived until 4:00 pm when he expired. 
 

GUN PLAY 
 
Accidental shootings appear regularly in the pages of the Courier. In most cases the victims 
survived, although often with lasting injury. In other cases the outcome was much less fortunate. 
 
September 11, 1840 - On Wednesday last as Archibald McNee of this town was taking his gun 
from the canoe after being on a hunting excursion he incautiously took it by the barrel and it 
being loaded accidentally went off lodging the contents in his left arm near the shoulder creating 
an alarming wound.  The unfortunate man reached home where, such was the loss of blood that 
he fainted.  He died on Saturday morning last from the injury received which caused lockjaw. 
  
August 24, 1860 - One day last week a man named John Donald, residing in Bathurst, was 
taking down his gun to shoot some birds, and the gun went off and the contents passed through 
his body.  He died almost immediately. 
 
September 3, 1871 - A man named Thomas McEwen, a well-known character, was fatally shot 
on the 21st August under the following circumstances as related by the Renfrew Mercury: “In 
company with John Keenan, foreman to Mr. Grant of Fitzroy, he had been engaged in blazing 
a lumber road about 25 miles from Eganville.  On their return they startled a covey of 
partridges.  Mr. Keenan turned round rapidly and as he did discharged his gun.  McEwen, who 
was unfortunately in the line of fire, received the whole charge in his neck and died shortly 
afterwards.  His body was taken to Eganville where Mr. Keenan, who was greatly distressed at 
the part he had had in the sad occurrence, gave information of it.  An inquest was held in the 
evening before Dr. Channonhouse, coroner, when the jury returned a verdict in accordance 
with the above facts.” 
 
June 13, 1873 - An accident of very serious nature happened near Beachburg which resulted in 
an accidental shooting of a boy ten years of age, son of W.J. McNeale(?).  One of his play 
mates named Cowdry had been in the habit of taking a gun to school and hiding it in the bush 
during school hours. When school was dismissed yesterday evening, he was attempting to 
shoot something on the lake and the gun would not go off; but while priming it, it accidentally 
went off, the whole charge of buckshot entering the breast of the victim.  A number of grains 
entered into the vicinity of the heart, and the little fellow died instantly. 
 



November 3, 1876 - A boy 
named Raffley, aged 14, was 
accidentally shot dead last 
Sunday at Pakenham by the 
discharge of a pistol in the 
hands of his younger brother. 
 
Dec. 8, 1899 - One of the 
saddest fatal accidents 
recorded in the history of this 
part of the county occurred at 
the home of James Kirkham, 
6th Line Bathurst, on Thursday 
evening, by which Alice 
Kirkham, his 14-year-old 
daughter, met her death 
instantly.  A little boy laid hold 
of a gun lying on the bed which 
had been placed there moments before by an elder brother who had just come in from hunting. 
The deceased was in the act of taking the gun from the little fellow when in some unaccountable 
manner the weapon was discharged, with a heavy load of buckshot, in the young girl’s 
head.  Death must have been instantaneous for before her father, who was downstairs, reached 
her, the spark of life had fled.  
  
December 29, 1899 - William Rintoul, who almost lost his sight from the explosion of a gun 
cartridge while extracting it from the chamber of his rifle, about five weeks ago, is expected 
home from Toronto tomorrow from St. Luke’s Hospital, Ottawa.  His right eye is pretty well and 
his left eye, though weak yet, is expected to be nearly all right. 
 

DEATH ON THE RAILS 
 
In 1859 the Brockville and Ottawa Railway (B&O) reached Smiths Falls, with a branch line to 
Perth. Providing connections at Brockville to the Grand Trunk Railway, which had begun full 
service in 1856 between Montreal and Sarnia, the railways opened a new era of travel, 
employment and danger. 
 
August 10, 1860 – A man named Luke Haly was killed on the B & O Railway a short distance 
above Smith’s Falls one day last week.  He was returning home from the village along the track 
when a gravel train came up behind him.  When first seen he was walking on the side of the 
track and out of danger but as the train got within a few rods of him he stepped into the middle 
of the track immediately before the locomotive. The whistle was sounded, the brakes put on, 
and the engine reversed and the engineer ran out on the platform and called to him but all of no 
use—he was run down and horribly mutilated. Haly was very deaf which accounts for his not 
hearing the train and he had been repeatedly warned to stay off the tracks. 
 
May 18, 1888 - Hugh Ferguson, carpenter, and son of the late Alexander Ferguson of 
the Derry (in Beckwith) is dead. It appears that Mr. Ferguson, who was a car foreman at 
Screiber, was out collecting cars that had been derailed some time previous and by some 
means fell between the cars of a passing train and had a leg taken off.  He died in a few hours. 
 



Nov. 9, 1888 - On Saturday evening an accident occurred on the C.P.R. close to the old Chalk 
River Station by which one of our well known young men Albert Nelson Tetlock, a brakeman 
met his death.  A heavy freight train coming east reached Chalk River about 7:30 and when 
about a mile out the train became divided by the breaking of a coupling pin, part of it going with 
the locomotive and the other cars following it at a good speed as the train was on the 
downgrade. Tetlock was at his post on the top of a box car on the first section waiting for the 
others to close up and, it being dark, did not notice that between him and the boxcars in the 
distance were a number of flats. When the crash came poor Tetlock was thrown into the air and 
has lifeless body afterwards found between two of the flats his head crushed and neck 
broken.  Ten cars were derailed and smashed to pieces. 
 
March 29, 1889 - Henry Cooper, miner and farmer, left on Saturday for Montreal to arrange for 
work at the phosphate mines at Buckingham.  He started for home on the same evening by the 
C.P.R. train passing Vaudreuil about 10:00.  The conductor says that Cooper refused to show 
his ticket at Ste. Anna Bridge and being met by an east bound freight train was struck by it on 
the side and received a fatal wound.  The unfortunate man lingered until about 3:00 on Sunday 
morning when he died after giving to those around him his name and place of residence.  His 
remains were brought home. 
 

 
 
May 31, 1889 - Last week a young man named Joseph Kaye from Toronto was visiting his 
brother-in-law in Perth, George Harvey, grocer.  On Saturday forenoon he proceeded to the 
C.P.R. depot intending to jump on a freight train at 11:30 to visit an acquaintance at Bathurst, 
the station agent at that place; his occupation as a locomotive foreman warranting him to take 
this liberty.  It was a wet, rainy day and the platform was slippery and the footing 
uncertain. Besides this, the young man had a few years ago lost one of his feet during a railway 
accident and wore an artificial foot.  The freight train being alluded to, being billed through, did 
not stop at Perth and was going at a pretty fair speed in passing.  Nevertheless, young Kaye, 
although warned by his companion not to make the attempt, proceeded to jump on the 
engine.  He grasped the handle, but mistaking the speed, or slipping, did not alight on the steps 
and was dragged along the platform for some distance until forced to stop.  He fell on the 
platform, then bounced on the drag in front of the first car and was struck on the head, probably 
fatally, by the box car.  At the same time the brake (unreadable word) threw him clear of the 
rails but tore deeply into his intestines which were expressed and protruded.  The train was 



stopped and the unfortunate young man lifted up but beyond feeble gasps or groans once or 
twice he never spoke nor stirred and died in a few minutes.  
 
April 28, 1899 - The body of Wallace McLaren, Drummond, who was killed on the Ottawa and 
Parry Sound Railway while acting as a fireman, was brought home on Thursday of last week 
and buried the next day in the Lanark Cemetery. 
 
December 15, 1899 - The body of Miss Tena Connery, daughter of the Clerk of Pakenham 
Township, was found alongside the CPR tracks near Arnprior early Tuesday morning.  She had 
probably made a miscalculation and stepped out of the car into the darkness and instant 
death.  She was 15 years of age.  This was her first trip by train and it was supposed that when 
she heard ‘Arnprior’ shouted it was her duty to step out and off.  She was going to make a visit 
to her uncle in that town and had taken the evening train at Pakenham.  Her body laid out all 
night unnoticed by any of the passing engineers or by the scores of farmers and others who 
passed by the spot. 
 

FOUL MURDER 
 
Although the pages of the Courier are replete with reports of theft, the occasional robbery, 
frequent assaults, not infrequent brawls, and petty crime, violent crime was never common. The 
first murder in the settlement dated from 1821, followed by another in 1829, but as the 
population grew and spread over a wider area of settlement the incidence of violent crime, and 
even murder, increased.  
 
August 2, 1839 - The unfortunate individual Leslie is no more, having died from the effects of 
his wound Sunday night.  An inquest found John Dean is guilty of willful murder. Doctor’s notes 
in part read:  On Tuesday evening, 23rd July, I was called in great haste to attend John Lesly 
who had just been stabbed by his father-in-law John Dean with a shoemaker’s knife.  On my 
arrival I found him faint from loss of blood. On the day following he became very feverish and 
that formidable enemy inflammation was making rapid progress…..on the 2nd day he was much 
better and gave us great hopes for his recovery and we closed the wound with adhesive 
plaster……he became much worse toward night and the next day he became delirious…..he 
lingered until night and death closed his sufferings at 10:00 pm. [Dean was convicted of murder 
and sentenced to death, but the sentence was commuted to ‘Transportation for Life to Botany 
Bay”.] 
 
June 22, 1842 - An inquest was held on Thursday, 9th Concession Bathurst, before Thomas 
Brooke, Esq., Coroner, on the body of Patrick Bowes, farmer.  It appears from the evidence 
that the deceased was at a house last Wednesday with several of his neighbors and that in the 
afternoon a dispute arose between Thomas Foley and James Butler about more liquor and 
that they were going to fight.  The deceased interfered to make peace but appears to have 
taken Butler’s part, and then went to fight with Foley. Foley struck the deceased on the left side 
of the head, which knocked him down and then kicked him.  The verdict given by the jury was 
that “Patrick Bowes came to his death by a blow inflicted by Thomas Foley that said Thomas 
Foley is guilty of the crime of manslaughter”. 
 
July 26, 1842 - It is our disagreeable duty this week to record another instance of the fatal 
effects of uncurbed angry feelings in the death of William Oliver, an active lumberman by being 
shot dead by a neighbor named Toomey on Tuesday morning last.  Both resided in the 
township of Elmsley about 8 miles from this town.  It appears a dispute took place between the 



parties about some cattle which caused Oliver to strike one of Toomey’s.  He followed them 
from where the dispute took place to their house; and on seeing them approach one of them 
went and got his gun which was loaded and told Oliver to keep back; but he persisted in his 
purpose and tried to take the gun from Toomey when he shot him (as we are informed) through 
the heart which produced almost instant death. An inquest was held upon the body before W. P. 
Loucks, Esq., Coroner, when the jury returned the verdict of “manslaughter” against William 
and John Toomey, the evidence being contradictory as to which of the brothers had committed 
the deed.  We understand they were sent to Brockville to await trial. 
 
May 5, 1848 - On Thursday last an inquest was held in the town on view of the body of an infant 
male child by Robert Muirhead, Coroner, when the jury returned the following verdict:  “that the 
infant found died on the 25th April, was born alive and that it came to its death through willful 
neglect of its mother; and it is the opinion of the jury from the strong presumptive evidence 
brought before them; that Ann Glascott, nursery maid in the employ of Hon. R. Matheson in 
this place is the mother of said infant”. [The following week the Courier reported that] … The trial 
of Ann Glascott ended yesterday evening a short time before going to press.  Verdict of the 
Jury:  Guilty. 
 
July 1, 1851 - An account of a coroner’s inquest by which it appears that a person named Jean 
Cassimir Portra came to his death from a gunshot wound inflicted by a man named Robert 
Tool.  The jury returned a verdict of willful murder against Tool.  He was taken into custody and 
brought to Perth and lodged in the gaol to stand his trial for the offence.  It is said Tool met the 
deceased at a tavern and got into a quarrel with him which ended in his procuring a gun and 
shooting him.  He is represented as having been under the influence of liquor at the time. 
 
October 24, 1851 - An inquest was held before Dr. James Nichol, coroner, in view of the body 
of a female infant found floating in Adams’ Lake in the township of Burgess about three miles 
above Oliver’s Ferry.  A stone about two pounds in weight was found tied very carefully in its 
clothes but was not sufficiently heavy to keep the body under water.  The jury returned a verdict 
of “willful murder against the deceased by some person or persons unknown”. 
 
September 15, 1854 - An inquest was held., Dr. J. Nichol, coroner, in view of the body of a 
female child about 16 days old belonging to Thomas McMaster of this town. It appeared in 
evidence that on the evening of the previous day at 11:00 the child was well and in good 
health.  It was seen at that time with its mother who was sitting on the floor with her back 
against the wall endeavoring to give it the breast but she was so intoxicated as to be unable to 
do so. The next morning the child was dead.  A post mortem examination was made by Dr. 
J.D.R. Williams, M.C. who gave it his decided opinion that the child had been smothered – the 
brain and lungs were filled with blood.  The jury returned a verdict “that the child had been 
smothered caused by the culpable neglect of its parents while in a state of intoxication”.  Both 
parents are now in custody awaiting their trial at the Assizes for child murder 

March 6, 1857 - A man named Slattery was lodged in the jail here on the warrant of Coroner 
Wilson, M.D. of Carleton Place charged with the murder of one John Lumsden in the village of 
Almonte one day last week.  The two men were in Barbeau’s tavern when Slattery charged 
Lumsden with having stolen a pair of socks from him.  This caused words and resulted in 
Slattery’s striking Lumsden and knocking him down and kicking him when down - one kick 
behind the ear having proved fatal. (Slattery was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to 
three years). 



June 5, 1857 - An inquest was held on Monday last before Coroner Sache in view of the body 
of an infant child which had been left at the door of Mr. Atkinson early on the previous 
morning.  It appeared from the evidence that the child’s mother’s name is Mary Thornton and 
the child was dropped by its grandmother.  It died shortly after being taken in.  The jury returned 
a verdict of “Death from natural causes”. 
 
August 21, 1857 - A young lad named John Horn, son of Alexander Horn of Hopetown, 
Lanark, was shot on Monday evening last by one Matthew Baird, a farmer residing there. The 
people residing in the neighborhood are scandalized, it is said, at the manner in which Baird 
used his family, the details of which are too brutal and obscene to print.  One evening last Fall, a 
number of men with blackened faces and otherwise disguised repaired to Baird’s house, seized 
and dragged him out, rode him on a rail and gave him a coat of tar.  For this outrage, Baird 
lodged a complaint with the authorities here and was taking measures to have several parties 
whom he suspected, hauled up and prosecuted.  On Monday evening last a number of persons 
disguised as before went to Baird’s home.  He warned them not to enter or he would shoot 
them.  John Horn, however, went to the door and from the nature of the wound it would appear 
he was stooping down, probably to reconnoiter when Baird discharged the pistol at him; the ball 
struck him on the chin, passed through the lower jaw bone, down the neck and the shoulder, 
through the left lung and lodged against the shoulder blade on the back.  Horn immediately fell 
when another lad jumped over him into the house.  The parties inside then closed the door and 
attacked the intruder.  Those outside heard the scuffle, broke open the door and entering the 
house and a general melee ensued during which Baird received a severe beating; one of his 
boys was almost killed and a girl had her arm broken.  The intruders then decamped carrying off 
their wounded companion.  The medical man attending young Horn stated that he cannot 
recover and will probably not live more than a day or two.  Baird is represented as a very violent 
character and a terror to the neighborhood. 
 
Jan. 10, 1868 - A young woman named Mathilda Routh died at Appleton last week under 
circumstances which lead to the holding of an inquest.  As the result of the inquest it was 
discovered that the poor girl had fallen victim to the heartless wretch who first ruined and then 
induced her to procure an abortion to conceal her shame.  The jury returned a righteous verdict 
of “willful murder” against William H. Patterson of Almonte but we regret to learn that he has 
managed to decamp.  Consequently, justice is not likely to be carried out.  Miss Routh was only 
21 years of age and altogether the case is painful in the extreme. 
 
April 2, 1869 - The Almonte Gazette says that another instance of heartless cruelty and criminal 
conduct on the part of (we suspect) an unnatural mother has just been brought to light, though 
the party so fearfully implicated is, as yet, entirely unknown or even suspected.  This morning, a 
little boy was passing over the sloss bridge and he observed something rolled up in cloth lying 
upon the ice below and upon looking closer, and others being called, it was soon made out to 
be a new born infant.  The wretched mother, in trying to hide her shame and misery, had thrown 
the child over the bridge believing that it would find there a silent and unknown grave in the 
rushing river beneath.  But this was not to be. A small portion of ice and snow had formed at the 
side of the rapids and upon this the child was suspended.  A common smooting(?) from an 8-
pound weight was found rolled up in the cloths about it to make it sink more surely.  The poor 
dead foundling was conveyed to the lockup where a post mortem examination was made upon 
the body by Dr. Patterson which disclosed that the child had breathed after birth.  The mouth 
was black as though a handkerchief had been tied over it. 
 



 
 
August 26, 1870 - We learn by telegraph that a shocking murder was committed at Carleton 
Place yesterday morning.  A little boy, son of a widow woman the name of Low, aged about 12 
years, was shot dead by a man named Peter Cairns a boarder in the house.  The son of Widow 
Low, having hurt his foot, sat crying on the door step of his mother’s residence.  Cairns 
demanded that he should desist but the boy did not heed the order.  When [Cairns] renewed the 
demand and told him he would shoot him if he did not stop, the boy had no idea that the 
prisoner anticipated putting his threat into execution and he bade him no attention.  Cairns then 
pointed the gun at the boy, drew the trigger and the gun went off sending the contents—a 
charge of pigeon shot—into the left side of the poor boy, the whole again going out under the 
right arm, making a frightful wound, tearing a hole in the abdomen nearly 2 inches in 
diameter. A coroner’s inquest was held on the body of the deceased boy yesterday afternoon 
when a verdict of manslaughter was returned.  
 
November 11, 1870 - A case of stabbing occurred lately in the township of South Sherbrooke. 
A young man named William Playfair was set upon by two men, Alexander McNichol and 
Morrison, near Morrow’s Tavern and rather roughly handled.  Being thrown to the ground, 
young Playfair used a small pen knife which he had just been whittling with in his defense and 
inflicted a series of stabs in the stomach of McNichol. This put an end to it and surgical aid was 
sent for to Perth.  A doctor proceeded thence and after dressing the wounds saw that the 
sufferer was in a rather dangerous state.  No legal action has yet been taken in the 
matter.  They are waiting to see whether or not McNichol’s wounds are fatal.  We understand 
that there existed between the men McNichol and Playfair some rivalry about a young lady living 
in the vicinity and on the day in questions the latter had included another party, Morrison, to 
assist him in inflicting chastisement on his rival with the foregoing result.  Since writing the act of 
the stabbing, young McNichol has died. 
 



July 21, 1871 - We deeply regret that our duty compels us to chronicle a sad case of homicide, 
the result of a fracas between two neighbors and friends which occurred in the township of 
Drummond a short distance from this town on the evening of Thursday, 13th inst.  Four 
men, Thomas McGarry (the deceased), John Dowdall, Richard Murphy and Michael Foy left 
Perth in a two drive vehicle for their homes in Drummond between the hours of 5:00 and 10:00 
pm on Tuesday—McGarry being seated on Dowdall’s knee.  McGarry was much the worse of 
liquor and Dowdall too, according to evidence adduced at the inquest, had also been indulging 
freely but was pretty sober when leaving McLaren’s Hotel.  When near home, a quarrel ensued 
between McGarry and Dowdall, the former evidently being the aggressor.  Dowdall having been 
dragged or otherwise forced out of the vehicle by McGarry, was felled by the latter.  Dowdall 
called for assistance and both combatants were raised from the ground when they again faced 
each other and both ultimately fell into a creek on the road side.  On this point the evidence is 
clear and what follows can be seen at a glance.  When lifted into the buggy by Foy and Murphy, 
McGarry was moaning heavily but it was unknown to either Foy or Murphy that the unfortunate 
man had received a death blow.  Having reached his house, the horrible nature of the injury he 
had received was at once apparent, a ghastly incision apparently inflicted by a knife or other 
sharp instrument extended upwards from about two inches below the navel and through this 
deep and ugly gash the wounded man’s intestines to the length of about seven or eight feet and 
covered with sand and gravel, extended.  Dr. Grant was in attendance on the dying man at an 
early hour on Friday morning and found him lying in what he (Dr. Grant) described as a state of 
fatal collapse.  The unfortunate man McGarry died on the morning of Sunday, 15th (?) 
inst. [Dowdall was tried for manslaughter but acquitted]. 
 
November 28, 1873 - On Thursday it was reported in Smith’s Falls that Mrs. Halliday, wife of 
John Halliday of Montague was dying of wounds received during a runaway the previous 
evening.  Dr. James A. Chambers, coroner, impaneled a jury and began an 
investigation.  Some rumors of a very ugly nature got abroad and speculation as to her 
husband’s participation in the matter were freely indulged in. The jury returned a verdict that 
Mrs. Halliday came to her death at the hand of her husband and Halliday was consequently 
committed for trial. 
 
September 2, 1898 - The Coroner’s Jury at Carleton Place, in the Blair case, returned a verdict 
last night that the deceased Peter Blair came to his death on June 26 by being poisoned with 
Paris Green1 but by whom administered is unknown.  
 

AT THEIR OWN HAND 
 
The norms and practice of journalism having evolved substantially over the past century, it is 
striking to the modern reader the frequency and detail of Courier reports of suicide and even 
attempted suicides. The Courier’s penchant for comment and speculation as regards motives 
behind these desperate acts are particularly noteworthy. 
 
March 3, 1837 - On Friday morning last a man named Pollack, a common school teacher in 
Bathurst, attempted to put an end to his existence by cutting his throat with a razor but was 
detected before he had effected his purpose. The wounds inflicted were not serious. We are 
informed that the only reason that can be assigned for this rash act is the present scarcity of 

                                                            
1 Copper(II) acetoarsenite, a highly toxic inorganic compound used as a rodenticide and insecticide, also as a pigment. 



provisions and the high prices demanded for them and he has a large family and had not the 
means of contributing to their comfort. 
 
September 28, 1838 - An unfortunate being now in confinement in the Perth gaol, Patrick 
O’Rourke, attempted to put an end to his existence on Saturday last by cutting his throat with a 
razor but fortunately for the man he was arrested in his design (there being several gashes on 
the throat but nothing dangerous). It is supposed the unhappy man is laboring under a mental 
derangement. 
 
June 14, 1839 - An inquest was held last Tuesday on the body of Alexander Bannantyne a 
private in the 4th Battalion of Incorporated Militia who had shot himself through the head. The 
jury brought in a verdict that the deceased man came to his death by shooting himself from a 
musket while laboring under temporary insanity.  The deceased is a native of Glasgow and his 
parents are stated to be highly respectable. 
 
July 19, 1842 - A Coroner’s Inquest was held upon the body of a man named James 
Barry who was found suspended by a rope from a limb of a tree on the farm of Laughlen 
McGilvray. The following verdict was given; that the “deceased, James Barry, put an end to his 
life in a temporary state of derangement by”.  The unhappy man had gone to McGilvray’s the 
evening previous and on complaining of illness was allowed to remain overnight.  On being 
asked next morning if he were better he replied “I wish to God I were dead”.  Shortly after this - 
McGilvray having gone out - the unfortunate man, bent on self-destruction, took a rope which he 
found in the house and effected his purpose. 
 
November 23, 1847 - On Monday evening last a person named Malcolm McDonald of 
Bathurst committed suicide by hanging himself in an outhouse.  We understand he had made 
an attempt at self-destruction last winter but was detected and prevented.  We have not heard 
any reason assigned. 
 
June 9, 1851 - The wife of Thomas Grady of Burgess committed self-destruction by drowning 
herself in a well on the 7th inst. It appears that early on the morning of that day her husband 
went out to attend to the cattle and the unfortunate woman took advantage of his absence by 
getting up out of bed, rushing to the well in her nightclothes and drowning herself in it.  We are 
informed that she had been laboring for some time under a nervous complaint which produced 
derangement in the mind. 
 
October 21, 1853 - On Sunday morning last, a man named Millalley, who resided about three 
miles from the town in Drummond on the plank road, was found in the woods near the road 
suspended from a tree by a rope attached to his neck - quite dead.  He had for some time back 
been subject to attacks of temporary derangement and it is supposed that while under the 
influence of one of these attacks he committed the fatal act.  He had left his house the previous 
evening smoking a pipe. 
 
March 3, 1854 - On Wednesday morning a man named Thomas Brewster, residing on the 
3rd Line Bathurst committed suicide by hanging himself.  Some person, on going to the barn in 
the morning, found him suspended by a rope attached to one of the beams; the body was not 
cold when found but life was extinct.  We have not heard of any cause assigned to the fatal 
deed. 
 
July 14, 1854 - An inquest was held by Robert Muirhead, coroner, on the body of Henry 
Brazie of Lavant who, it appeared, threw himself into the River Clyde and drowned himself near 



to what is commonly called Joe’s Creek.  It came out in evidence that for some time back he 
had been in low spirits as a consequence of being embarrassed in his pecuniary circumstances, 
and it appeared also that his better half tormented him a little too much. It might be hoped that 
poor Brazie’s case will be a warning to married ladies not to be hard on their husbands, 
although unfortunate.  
 
September 22, 1854 - On Friday morning a young man named William Devlin, son of Michael 
Devlin, residing in Drummond, committed suicide by hanging himself.  He was found 
suspended by the neck from a rafter in the barn.  He is thought to have been laboring under 
temporary insanity. 
 
November 10, 1854 - On Monday evening W.C. Ballance, a resident of this town, committed 
suicide by hanging himself in a shed in the rear of his residence.  No cause is assigned for the 
committal of the fatal deed.  This is the fourth suicide by hanging in this vicinity in the last twelve 
months. 
 
December 7, 1860 - A man named Michael Ryan residing on the 9th Line Bathurst committed 
suicide on Sunday evening last by hanging himself.  No cause is alleged for the fatal act unless 
the fact that he had traded his house and lot in Perth for the farm he was residing on and had 
repented of his bargain.  He was a sober, industrious man and has left a wife and large family. 
 
March 6, 1869 - It is our melancholy duty this week to record the death of one of our most 
respected farmers, by his own hand.  Hugh McEwen lived on the 10thConcession of Drummond 
and left his home on Friday morning last for the alleged purpose of thrashing peas in a barn 
situated some distance from his house.  Not coming home at noon, his wife, when the children 
returned from school, sent the eldest boy to call him to dinner.  When the child entered the barn 
he found his father suspended by the neck to a rail stretched across the driving passage by 
means of a set of plough lines which had been twisted together for extra strength.  The 
unfortunate man was quite dead when discovered and was hanging with his toes within two 
inches of the floor.  It would seem that before consciousness forsook him he repented of his 
rash act for one of his hands was found tightly grasping the rope above his head as if he had 
striven, too late, to avert his terrible and premature end. No cause can be assigned for the act 
as the family were in very comfortable and happy circumstances, the deceased being one of the 
most intelligent and well to do farmers in Drummond.  It is said that the deceased, for some 
days back, showed signs of melancholia, and distraction of the mind, but for what is not known. 
 
November 10, 1871 - A very unusual and sad occurrence took place in this village yesterday 
afternoon.  A man named James Fleming, a laborer, about 62 years old, and who had been 
drinking to excess and wandering about like an outcast for the past two months, went yesterday 
to the house of George Salmand where he ate a very hearty dinner after which he went to the 
village for the purpose of getting more liquor.  But being refused, he again returned to Mr. 
Salmond’s, warmed himself for a few seconds at the stone; then walked upstairs cutting a piece 
of clothes line from where it was fastened, attached one end to a beam, put a running noose on 
the other, placed it around his neck and hung himself. He must have been very determined in 
his rash act as both knees were touching the floor. 
 
May 2, 1873 - On Friday a woman named Watson, wife of Daniel Watson, 4th Line Bathurst, 
committed suicide by hanging herself in the absence of her husband and other persons from the 
premises.  No reason could be assigned for this rash and determined act save that for some 
time past she has shown over and again signs of mental aberration.  Her circumstances in life 
were affluent and so far as the comforts of life are concerned all that money could give she had 



the means to gratify.  This very money seemed to be the base of her hallucinations and 
consequent unhappiness. 
 

April 4, 1890 - On Sabbath morning the people of this town were 
startled at learning the news of the sudden death of Henry Allan, 
caretaker of the town hall with the statement that the unhappy man 
had made away with himself by taking a dose of that arsenical 
preparation. It appears that poison had been bought by him on 
Saturday afternoon and that he had retired after telling his family 
not to disturb him that night. No one suspected anything unusual 
but next morning he was found dead in his bed with the remainder 
of the poison in his room. The deplorable death gave a shock to the 
community, is a dreadful occurrence and is extremely rare. 
 
Aug. 21, 1896 - On Monday, the neighbors were startled by the 
news that Henry Marguerat, Harper, Bathurst, had committed 
suicide and the facts confirming the rumor were soon in 
everybody’s mouth.  For some months, Mrs. Marguerat, his wife, 
had been lying sick with cancer of the stomach and deceased had 
been sitting up and attending her until mind and body were 
completely worn out.  Added to this, his daughter had died a few 
months ago and by this time the poor man’s mental and physical 
faculties were pretty well unstrung and he became weak in body 

and depressed in spirit.   
 
Feb. 22, 1889 - An inquest into the cause of death of the late Alice Bissel at Merrickville was 
concluded on Friday last.  A large number of witnesses were examined. Dr. Church said one 
thing he noticed was her expression “I am going to die” and that the pain was in her chest, these 
being symptoms peculiar to strychnine poisoning.  This is conclusive to many that there was no 
collusion on the part of Mr. Bissell, that he would not be likely to know unless a professional 
man that there is something peculiar to this poison that persons taking it are impressed with the 
idea that they are going to die.  After a consultation the jury returned the verdict “that the 
deceased Alice Bissell came to her death by strychnine poisoning taken by herself whether on 
purpose or in a fit of temporary insanity is not known”.   
 

CRUEL FATE 
 
Finally, there are deaths and injury which fall into no category except, in the parlance of a 
Coroner’s Jury, that of ‘death by misadventure’. 
 
Sept. 25, 1835 - Evan Griffith of Drummond was attacked on Wednesday by a bear of the 
largest ever seen in this settlement and had it not been for the sagacity and timely interference 
of the sufferer’s dog, who attacked the bear and divested its attention from his master, Griffith 
must have perished.  He has been confined to his bed ever since and it is feared he will never 
recover his former health and activity. 
 
October 30, 1835 - John Burress, one of the laborers attending the locks at Smith’s Falls, 
while in the act of filling one of the locks with water in order that the steamer Thomas McKay 
might be enabled to get through, the crab which he had hold of slipped out of his hand and 
struck him on the head which caused a fracture of the skull and, at the same, time knocked him 
into the lock-pit which was presently filled with water.  He immediately expired. 



 
October 18, 1839 - Died, at the house of his brother, in this town (London, U. C.) Harris 
William Hales Fraser, youngest son of James Fraser, Esq., late of Perth, now of Newport in 
the District of Talbot, after a sickness of ten days.  The disease which terminated his life was 
overexertion in the cause of his country ever since the outbreak of the rebellion in 1837.  As 
soon as McKenzie took possession of Navy Island, he [Fraser] hurried to the spot and was there 
actively engaged under the command of Capt. McKenzie of this township, he had charge of the 
12-gun battery.  He afterwards joined Capt. Wilson of the Royal Artillery and served under his 
command on the St. Clare front until their services were no longer required.  He next joined 
Hon. J. Elmsley when he was ordered to lay a crew for service on Lake Erie and Lake St. Clair 
and lastly he joined the Simcoe troop of cavalry. 
 
May 1, 1840 - The widow of James McDonald was on her way home from the village of 
Lanark accompanied by a female neighbor when about at George Arkenson’s farm the latter 
heard a sudden crack as if a tree was about to fall. Admonished of some danger she warned 
Mrs. McDonald who was rather dull of hearing, not to proceed. Unfortunately, she did not hear 
or regard and melancholy to relate a decayed tree under the direction of a wise and inscrutable 
Providence fell upon her and killed her instantly. 
 
June 19, 1840 - An inquest was held by A. Schofield, Esq., and a jury, on the body 
of Jeremiah Edgely, when the verdict was returned: “Died by the visitation of God”.  It appears 
that he had been ploughing his own land in the vicinity of the school house with a span of 
horses, two other men being present, when one of the horses proving refractory, the anger of 
the deceased was so greatly excited as to prompt him to proceed from harsh words to hard 
blows and, while he was whipping the object of his wrath, the unfortunate man was suddenly 
arrested by the strong arm of death but had just time to call upon one of his companions to 
catch him while in the act of falling and instantly expired. The suddenness of his death together 
with the frame of mind in which he was called to render his God “an account of the deeds done 
in the flesh” was such as having excited considerable sensation in the neighborhood—bringing 
forcibly home to the conscientious of all the warnings “be ye also ready”.  
 
November 24, 1846 - On Monday morning a son of Alexander Kippen of this town met with his 
death under the following circumstances:  It appears that Mrs. Kippen was in the act of giving 
the boy a piece of bread when he, having a jack knife in his hand, fell against the wall causing 
the blade to penetrate through the left lung and the heart.  The unfortunate child, we 
understand, did not long survive the accident.  He was about 7 years old. 
 
Feb. 26, 1869 - It is painful indeed to have to record the too apparent death of James 
McVeetie, of North Elmsley. It is stated that sometime early in the winter the gentleman had the 
mishap to bruise his foot between two barrels.  No serious consequences were then 
anticipated.  About the time of the late elections he was in Perth and in some way received a 
slight injury upon the former bruise thereby removing the skin. The pain continued to increase 
and ultimately slight inflammation ensued which a few days ago gave place to 
mortification.  Two medical gentlemen were called in for assistance; the result was that the 
mortification was too far gone already to accomplish anything—amputation of the foot or leg 
would not save his life.  Death will in all probability release him from suffering in two or three 
days.  Since the above was written we regret to learn that Mr. McVeetie expired on Tuesday 
last. 
 
July 2, 1869 - A most melancholy and painful accident involving the sacrifice of human life took 
place in this town on the afternoon of Wednesday.  Two little sons of Robert Stone, one of Mr. 



Baxter and one of William Armstrong, all of Perth, were playing at the foot of or under the 
sandbank at the rear of the English Church when the overhanging sand gave way and buried 
three of the boys—the two Stones and young Armstrong, up to their necks—Baxter alone 
escaped.  He at once gave the alarm and no time was lost in extricating the lads from their 
perilous and terrible position; but only with partial success.  Baxter got out safely and one of the 
Stones was comparatively unhurt although he was somewhat bruised by the falling mass but 
one of the young Stones, a lad about ten years old, was dug out only to breath faintly once or 
twice and then expire—literally smothered to death. 
 
May 3, 1872 - Last week an accident happened in Lanark Village which is equally remarkable 
for its simplicity and the fatal effects involved.  On Thursday morning about 25th April, about 9:00 
a man named Edward Hass, foreman and laborer in the woolen factory of Messrs. Caldwell 
and Watchorn, while stirring up the fire in the engine, struck the poker against his abdomen but 
with no great force.  Inflammation, however, at once ensued, mortification set in, and by 6:00 
the next afternoon (Friday) the unfortunate man was a corpse.  He was aged about 50 and 
leaves a wife and one daughter. 
 

 
 
July 19, 1872 - On Wednesday William McKurdy, a young man 18 years of age, son of 
Michael McKurdy, went out with his gun to shoot some turkeys.  He had not gone more than 
200 yards from his father’s house when a torrent of rain began to fall accompanied by thunder 
and lightning.  Placing his gun some four or five yards aside, apparently knowing that the iron 
attracted lightning, he ran and took shelter under a tree and while there a thunderbolt struck 
him, causing instant death.  Next day his father and mother found him in a standing position, his 
body leaning against a fence showing the death must have occurred momentarily after the 
lightning struck him. 
 
Oct. 18, 1872 - From the Renfrew Mercury: The inhabitants of Eganville were thrown into a 
state of excitement last Saturday from the fact that three little girls were poisoned by eating the 
seeds of the Stramonium Datura, or commonly called Thorn Apple.  One of the children 



belonged to James Bonfield, Esq. and the other two to Daniel Lacey.  The children soon 
became quite helpless from the effects of the narcotic.  Dr. Chanonhouse being away at the 
time, in the township of Stafford—no one knew what to do.  Doctors were telegraphed to for 
advice but Dr. Chanonhouse was sent for and fortunately got back in time to save their 
lives.  This is the second case of poisoning that has occurred in Eganville from poison weeds. 
 
July 4, 1873 - Smith’s Falls:  On Friday, while two little boys named respectively Hartigan and 
McCoy were playing in the yard of Messrs. Willis, wagon maker, by some means overturned a 
plank upon themselves.  On it being taken off, McCoy was found to have only received a 
scratch but Hartigan was frightfully cut and bruised and life was extinct.  He was the only son of 
John Hartigan, carpenter and was a bright little fellow seven years of age. 
 
November 28, 1873 – Pembroke: On Saturday night last an elderly woman named Gauther, 
living with her son-n-law in the French settlement, while laboring under a fit of mental aberration, 
got up after the family had retired to bed and with nothing on but her night dress, escaped to the 
open fields.  It was snowing heavily at the time and the poor woman was out some time before 
she was discovered and brought back to the house.  She died the following evening from the 
effects of exposure. 
 
December 3, 1875 - James Richey, farmer of the 3rd Line Bathurst, came to a terribly sudden 
end by falling into one of the locks at Smith’s Falls where he was engaged in the duty of tending 
to the locks.  It will be remembered that on Friday everything was covered with ice and it was by 
incautiously walking on the ice covered sills that he lost his footing, breaking his neck on the 
rocks below.   
 
October 5, 1888 - A child of Peter McGregor near Brooke, Bathurst, swallowed a plum stone 
and one of the pieces cut the windpipe causing the death of the child. 
 
April 4, 1890 - On Sunday, word reached Perth of the death of Dr. Jamieson of Pakenham, 
cousin to Robert Jamieson of this place, nephew of Joseph Jamieson, M.P. for North Lanark. 
Dr. Jamieson, was found dead in bed at the (unreadable word) hotel.  He retired in good health 
and spirits.  The deceased suffered for years from insomnia and nervousness and was in the 
habit of using chloroform to produce sleep.  When found, his face was (unreadable word) in a 
towel saturated with chloroform and a bottle which had contained the fluid was standing on the 
dressing table half empty.  He was a skillful physician and very popular and his death is deeply 
regretted. 
 
June 20, 1890 - On Friday evening William Cunningham, a well-known farmer in Drummond 
who lived on the 11th Concession about two miles from Balderson, died after an illness of 
something over a week.  The deceased had worn a new pair of boots and the (blister?) wearing 
off it is thought that the wound had been aggravated by the new leather.  Blood poisoning set in 
and his illness was aggravated by a chill received while washing sheep. With difficulty he had 
gone to the polling place on the 5th June and voted but on returning home he was destined 
never to leave the house again.  He was forced to take to his bed and from there he never 
rose.  His funeral on Sunday was attended by 130 carriages.  He was 53 years of age and 
leaves a wife and several children. 
 
October 26, 1894 - Last week Miss Eva Griffiths, 2nd Line Drummond, slipped down the cellar 
stairway and the accident started bleeding of the stomach which was said to be ulcerated; and 
the sufferer died on Friday. The father of the deceased was killed by lightning last summer and 



Eva was with him in the barn at the time and tried to drag his body from the burning 
building.  The deceased was only 19 years old.  
 
March 19, 1897 - Hopetown:  On Saturday night Master Robert Horn, aged 8, after about nine 
days of serious illness supposed to have been caused by falling on a stick of wood, passed 
away.   
 
July 28, 1899 - Among the visitors to Perth at the 12th July demonstration was Mrs. James 
Warrington, 11th Line Bathurst. When standing in front of Barrie’s Hotel looking at the 
procession, a bug alighted on her cheek and bit it.  She brushed it off and thought nothing of it 
at the time, but it was not long before the spot began to itch then to pain and swell.  Doctors 
were called in but the check swelled all the more with blood poisoning until the whole side of the 
face and neck was swollen in a terrible manner.  The doctors could not do anything and on 
Wednesday the unfortunate woman died.  Whether the venomous bug was the creature that is 
called the “kissing bug” is not known but it looks like something is new in the pest line in the 
county. 
 
July 24, 1891 - Michael Bowes of the 9th Line Bathurst, son of Mr. James Bowes, 3rd Line, 
was struck by lightning in his room about 4:00 a.m. and instantly killed.  He had got out of bed to 
look at the storm and was just returning when the bolt struck him.  His brother Patrick was in the 
same bed and received a slight injury to one of his hands.  The deceased was married to the 
daughter of Mr. Patrick Kearns and had a family of two children.  He was 33 years old.  
 

- Ron W. Shaw (2016) 
 


