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The Perth and District Historical Society: June 18, 2026 Meeting: 

First Settlers: First Challenge   

  

The Perth & District Historical Society’s meeting for June 18, 2026, looks back into the past and 

at the challenges faced along The Settlers Trails. We consider a retrospect of the experiences of 

our ancestors and what they endured just to arrive at their destination. 

 

Our Society’s recent presentations have covered many of the events that are part of our local 

history.  It is timely to revisit the beginnings of our community and the ways and means those 

early settlers followed to arrive here.  Those early residents of Perth and District displayed 

courage, strength of both body and spirit, resilience, tenacity and a dream of a better life than that 

which they left behind.  Essentially for many, it was a case of either sink or swim – once they 

started, there was no turning back.  And so, we look at The Settlers Trails of 1816. 

 

In 1815 with the North American conflict as well as the Napoleonic Wars in Europe settled, 

Britain decided it would be prudent to establish a series of Military Settlements in its North 

American colony to be prepared should there be problems with the United States of America 

again.  These settlements, with the principal ones established in Perth, the first and largest, then 

Richmond, Lanark and Dummer Township.  Further, these should have residents shown to be 

loyal to the Crown.  This concept would help solve the problem of discharged soldiers, as well as 

unemployed trades people in Britain.  The result was to bring mainly Scottish immigrants who 

were enticed with an offer including free land, provisions for a period of time as well as some 

tools and other equipment. 

 

There were two waves of immigrants in 1816, one in the spring and the second in the fall.  Our 

presentation takes over from that point and we will travel along the route or trail these new 

settlers followed starting with Brockville.   And oh, how things have changed over the past 210 

years.  The internal combustion engine was barely a spark in several minds of the day; 

navigational aids that we take for granted today – printed road maps, GPS, etc. – not even a 

passing thought; paved roads, planned communities along the way, non-existent.  Begs the 

question whether any of us could survive what these early settlers experienced.   

 

The Perth and District Historical Society is dedicated to learning about and popularising our 

history and is a forum for discussion and celebration of our area’s rich culture and heritage.  The 

meetings are held the third Thursday of the month and are open to the public at 7:30 pm at the 

Royal Canadian Legion, Perth-Upon-Tay, Branch 244, home of the Hall of Remembrance, 26 

Beckwith St. E. in Perth.  The usual “Toonie Fee” applies for each meeting.  For information, 

contact Ellen Dean at 613-264-8362.  Our website at www.perthhs.org has additional information 

about us and items of interest related to Perth and district.   
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