
 

CAPTAIN JACK 
 

John Weston ‘Jack’ Walker (1924-2009) 
 

 
Every summer for more than four decades, Perth’s Tay Basin served as anchorage for a 

series of ship replicas that, for tourists and residents alike, came to represent the town’s ‘brand’. 
Their creator was master boat builder, Tay River advocate and local tourism booster, John 
Weston ‘Jack’ Walker.  
 

 
Tay Basin, Perth, Ontario, c1990 (Photo courtesy of Greg Brady) 

 
Born at Perth on October 11, 1924, Jack Walker was the eldest son of Weston Walter 

Walker (1896-1939) and Hazel Irene Ringer (1896-1994)1. He grew up in a house at the east end 
of Cockburn Island, where both branches of the Tay River flowed only steps from his front door. 
He attended Perth Public School and, at age 16, before completing his first year at Perth 
Collegiate Institute, he went to work at the Perth Courier as a printer’s devil. The newspaper had 
been owned by the Walker family since 18632 and, until his death the previous year at age 43, 
Jack’s father was a partner in the firm with his grandfather, Walter William Walker (1870-1942). 
 

 
 

 
1 Jack Walker had one brother, Douglas Albert Walker (b.1927). 
2 Ownership of the Perth Courier would remain in the hands of Walker family members until 2006. 



Jack Walker started building and sailing model boats at age five. While still a schoolboy, 
he converted an old shed beside his Colborne Street home into a workshop and began creating 
model yachts to sail in the Basin or across the bay at a family cottage in the Thousand Islands. 
One of these, built at age 11, foreshadowed the tourist attraction his later modelling efforts would 
become. 
 

One of his models was a five or six foot yacht made from orange crates he obtained from 
a grocery store in the village of Ivy Lea. He anchored it in a bay where it was visible from 
all the tour boats which passed, and they would come into the bay as close as possible 
so their passengers could take photos.3 

 

          
Model boats built by pre-teen Jack Walker in the 1930s still entertain family members generations later.  

(Photo courtesy of John Clement) 
 

In 1935 at age 14 he built his first full sized sailboat. By 1939, Jack was turning out “row 
boats and trapping boats for local people and the professional froggers4 and trappers”.5 He also 
chartered the service of one of his first outboard motor driven boats. On the first day of duck-
hunting season a tradition was maintained for many years whereby “the hunters first gathered at 
the Perth Tea Room where proprietor Chris Moskos (also an avid hunter) would open around 5:00 
a.m. and everyone would be treated to a bacon and egg breakfast”. Then “they would leave the 
basin, the boats arranged in tandem,” 6 with young Jack Walker towing them down to the Tay 
River Marsh for the morning shoot. Jack was soon an avid duck hunter himself and also became 
a dedicated fisherman, winning a number of local big-fish contests over the years. 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Letter, John Clement to Ron W. Shaw, May 2021. 
4 ‘Froggers’ captured live bait, frogs and minnows, to sell to the summer tourist trade. 
5 Letter, Jack Walker to David Taylor, November 2005. 
6 Letter, Ashley ‘Wes’ Walker to Ron Shaw, June 8, 2021. 



In 1943, Jack Walker graduated from the modelling projects of his childhood to a larger 
endeavor when he launched a 10-foot steamship replica, the S.S. Riverside II; “complete in every 
respect … [reflecting] attention to detail on the part of the builder, it is agreed by everyone that 
she is a masterpiece in design and execution”.7 The vessel was named for his Colborne Street 
workshop, unofficially dubbed the ‘Riverside Boatyard’. 
 

Boats were his passion, but Walker also raised Angora Rabbits as a hobby, and in 1948 
was a founding member of the Perth Racing Pigeon Club.8 Several times each summer through 
the 1950-1960s, Perth’s pigeon fanciers assisted the Montreal Pigeon Club by receiving and 
uncrating huge consignments of birds sent to the local CPR station, and then releasing them in 
lots of 1,000 at a time.9 It was Jack’s interest in pigeons that led him to the first of his 
disagreements with municipal authority.  
 

   
Jack Walker boat models c1945 (Photos courtesy of John Clement & Wes Walker) 

 
In 1954, a rapidly expanding flock of barn pigeons had become a messy nuisance in 

downtown Perth, prompting Deputy Reeve Ernest Scott Burchell (1914-1979) and Police Chief 
Edwin Stanley Thompson (1917-2008) to arm themselves with shotgun and .22 rifle. Just as they 
brought down the first of the birds,  

 
Jack Walker arrived to object to the extermination on the ground that some of his own 
pigeons were among those perched on the old fire hall. He said that he had not been 
warned that the town was taking action to get rid of the pests, or he would have trapped 
and cooped his birds beforehand. He estimated that six or eight of the pigeons being fired 
on were part of his flock which had ‘flown the coop’ early in the year and said they were 
worth $20 each”.10  

 
 
 

 
7 Perth Courier, July 29, 1943. 
8 Other founding members included Fred Girdwood and Don Cullen. 
9 Perth Courier, June 10, 1954 and July 1957. Perth was chosen as the release site by the Montreal Pigeon Club because, as the 
pigeon flies, Perth is almost exactly 150 miles from Montreal. The pigeons took 2½ to 3 hours to make the trip. 
10 Perth Courier – October 7, 1954. 



The Town officials contended that the birds should not have been on the loose in the first 
place, but after some negotiation agreed to a ceasefire, based on Walker’s offer to trap all the 
pigeons at his own expense and to exterminate those he did not want himself. It was agreed to 
give him one week to see what he could do. A few days later the Courier reported that Jack had 
“already trapped 26 of the birds and calculated more than 100 remain at large which he still hopes 
to trap”.11 

 
Walker proved himself such an adept pigeon-trapper that on many occasions over the 

following decades, whenever the pigeon population became unmanageable at Perth or in 
neighboring communities, he was called upon to deal with them. He always did so, free of charge, 
because, he explained, there were usually valuable racing pigeons among the flock, his own, or 
birds that had stopped over for a rest during races between Toronto and Montreal. He kept a flock 
of his own racing pigeons for 60 years, maintaining their breeding records in the form of penciled 
notes on the raw wood walls of their coop. He later explained that over the years he had, 

 
… caught close to 4,000 pigeons in Perth. I have a separate loft that I keep for stray or 
lost racing pigeons … also an area for wounded birds that the Humane Society brings. 
We have a system for locating anyone who has lost racing pigeons between London, 
Ontario, and Montreal. Some thoroughbred pigeons are worth $300.12 

 
Not all of Jack Walker’s interactions with Perth’s Town 

Fathers would be conducted so amicably as the matter of pigeon 
management, however. 
 

In August 1943, at the height of WW2, 19-year-old Jack 
Walker enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer Reserve 
(RCNVR). He joined the crew of the frigate HMCS Lauzon K-
671 in November 1944 and saw active service providing anti-
submarine escort to North Atlantic convoys. In addition to 
hunting German U-Boats, naval service presented Walker with 
opportunities to continue working with wooden boats. He later 
recalled that, “While in the navy … I worked on the small whaler 
lifeboats off the larger ships and, even while on Atlantic convoy, 
I worked … keeping the ship’s two lifeboats in shape”.13 In 1981 
he told the Ottawa Citizen that “his years in the Canadian navy 
… were the best of his life”.14 (See Appendix-1, HMCS Lauzon). 

 
When the European war ended on May 7, 1945, HMCS Lauzon sailed for home from 

Londonderry, Ireland, arriving at Halifax in the last week of June. The war against Japan 
continued, however, and Able Seaman Jack Walker volunteered for further duty in the Pacific 
theatre. Before setting sail, however, he was granted shore leave, allowing him time to rush to 
Ottawa where, on July 21st, he married Lydia Ferne Kerr (1924-1996)15, then a Private in the 

 
11 Ibid. 
12 Perth Courier April 1, 1981. 
13 Letter - Jack Walker to David Taylor, November 2005. 
14 Ottawa Citizen, July 22, 1981. 
15 Daughter of Ashley Raymond Kerr and Jane Albertha Hawkshaw-Kerr of Carleton Place. 

RCNVR Able Seaman Jack Walker 1943 
(Photo courtesy of John Clement) 



Canadian Women’s Army Corps (CWAC) attached to the basic training facility at Kitchener, 
Ontario. The following day, he boarded a train and returned to Halifax.  

 
Two weeks later, on August 6th and 9th, the United States dropped atomic bombs on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki bringing WW2 to an end. HMCS Lauzon was paid off on November 7, 
1945, and Jack Walker returned to Perth where he resumed his job at the Perth Courier. He also 
reopened his workshop on Colborne Street, and began building 14 to 16 foot runabouts for sale 
to the local market. His son, Ashley ‘Wes’ Walker, recalled that, 

 
… the runabouts, some of them quite fancy, became a status symbol for a lot of the lads 
who bought them. At one time there were dozens of runabouts tied up in the Basin. These 
guys would cruise the Tay and Rideau Lake with their girlfriends. Some Perth residents 
might have been conceived in them!16 

 
With the assistance of a friend, Charles Williams, he also constructed another oversized 

ship model. In the spring of 1948, in time for that summer’s Perth Old-Home Week, his S.S. 
Riverside II was joined in the Tay Basin by a much larger replica of a navy warship.17 The name 
of that 1948 ship model would prove as fluid as the water she floated on.  
 
On the day of her launch, the 
Perth Courier identified the 
vessel as a replica of the 
“destroyer, USS Hawaii”.18 
More likely, the name was 
simply one that caught Jack 
Walker’s fancy, because the 
ship was not a replica of a 
“destroyer” nor of any warship 
of the day named “Hawaii”. A 
heavy cruiser hull destined to be 
named USS Hawaii (CB-3) had 
been launched by the United 
States Navy (USN) in 1945 but 
she was never completed or 
commissioned and, in 1948 sat 
half-built, rusting, and nearly-
forgotten in a ship-yard at 
Camden, New Jersey. A 
decade later she was broken up 
for scrap. For whatever reason it was originally chosen, however, over the years, the name ‘USS 
Hawaii’ would periodically reappear on Jack Walker’s ship models. (See Appendix-2, USS 
Hawaii). 

 
16 Letter - Ashley ‘Wes’ Walker to Ron W. Shaw, June 8, 2021. 
17 In an April 1962 interview with the Perth Courier, Walker recalled that the crew of the model ship launched in 1948 consisted of 
First Lieutenant John Wayne Greigson, Chief Engineer Jim Borthwick (1914-1991) and Ordinary Seaman Jack Walker. The 
implication was that Greigson and Borthwick may have assisted Walker and Williams to some extent in constructing the replica. 
18 Perth Courier, May 5, 1949. 

A Jack Walker Tay-Craft Runabout c1960 



 
In its early life, the 1948 Walker ship model was also occasionally referred to as ‘The 

Perth’. That name most likely arose from confusion between the name of her home port, ‘Perth’, 
painted on her stern and the actual name of the vessel. The only warship of the day ever named 
Perth was the light cruiser HMAS Perth, a Royal Australian Navy vessel of WW2, and there is no 
evidence the Walker model was intended to replicate an Australian ship.19  
 

Although launched 
early in 1948, even by her 
second and third season in the 
Basin the super structure and 
installation of armaments on 
Hawaii/Perth were still 
“incomplete, as only one of the 
three turrets is on the ship 
[and] the depth charge racks, 
motor, torpedo tubes, etc., 
have not yet been added”. It 
was probably when she was 
finally fitted out in full several 
years later (c1951) that she 
was armed as a destroyer, ‘re-
commissioned’ as HMCS 
Sioux and, thereafter, 
identified as a replica of the 

WW2 Tribal-class Royal Canadian Navy destroyer of the same name. (See Appendix-3, HMCS 
Sioux). 
 

This miniature freshwater version of HMCS Sioux (R64)20, constructed of wood and 
galvanized steel, was 23 feet (7 meters) in length overall, with a beam of 40 inches (1.02 meters), 
a draught of 14 inches (0.36 meters) and a displacement21 of one-half long ton (0.51 metric ton). 
She was powered by a four horsepower marine engine and one of her three turrets was equipped 
with a gun that fired blank shotgun rounds loaded with black powder for better effect.  
 

Whether by day or when completely lit up at night, the Sioux offered a compelling sight 
swinging at her Basin anchor chain and rapidly became a significant tourist attraction. In addition 
to display in the Tay Basin, the replica warship toured the canals, rivers, and lakes of southern 
Ontario, travelling as far as Toronto where, in 1965, she was featured in the opening parade of 
the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE). With the name of her home port proudly displayed across 
her stern, and Captain Jack Walker handing out tourist brochures, these goodwill tours of the late 
50s and early 60s attracted many visitors to Perth. 

 
19 The March 28, 1974 edition of the Perth Courier mentions Walker launching a boat in 1948 named the Barracuda. This may have 
been the Hawaii/Perth/Sioux by yet another name or may have been a pleasure craft. 
20 Although HMCS Sioux carried the pennant number R-64 during WW2, and then 225 when recommissioned in 1950, for unknown 
reasons Walker gave his replica the pennant number D-24. 
21 The ‘displacement tonnage’ of a ship is its weight, calculated using Archimedes’ principle, by first calculating the volume of water 
displaced by the ship, then converting that value into weight.  

HMCS ‘Sioux’ could be trailered. (Photo courtesy of Wes Walker) 
 



 

 
HMCS Sioux in the Tay Basin c1960 (Photo courtesy of Dave Bromley) 

 
Jack Walker’s replica of HMCS Sioux outlived its full sized name-sake by a decade, although 

the model sunk twice, once in the mid-1950s and again on the night of October 30,1961. In the first 
instance, Walker recalled that after sleeping ashore at Smiths Falls, “… the next morning we looked 
for the ship but all we could see were two flag poles above the water”.22 She was quickly re-floated. 
On the second occasion the Perth Courier suggested the Sioux might have been a casualty of the 
1961 Cuban missile crisis.  
 

The Cuba crisis didn’t pass without a ship being sunk, although most of the world thinks it 
has. The vessel went down in the River Tay just behind the Post Office last Monday 
evening without a shot being fired and without loss of life. Owner Jack Walker has since 
refloated the ‘model’ in its Tay estuary ...23 
 
HMCS Sioux spent the following year in drydock being refitted with a new hull. She was 

relaunched in 1963 and graced the Tay Basin for another two decades.  
 
As any boat owner knows, maintenance is a constant and costly challenge. Keeping the 

Sioux ‘ship-shape’ was further complicated by the fact that she was frequently under attack by 
vandals “… creating havoc with one of the town’s most treasured tourist attractions”.24  
 

 
22 Perth Courier, April 26, 1962. 
23 Perth Courier, November 1, 1962. 
24 Perth Courier, April 13, 1967. 



Hurling rocks and other missiles, the miscreants challenged one another to see who could 
score the most direct hits as she sat at anchor in the Basin. Hallowe’en Night was especially 
dangerous for the Sioux, but “… they damage it all the time,” Walker told the local paper, “and 
why they do it is beyond me. This utter disregard represents a lot of money to the town and the 
Chamber of Commerce”.25 Police Chief Kenneth M. Gloster (b.1925) promised that “If they’re over 
16 we’ll charge them. And if they’re juveniles they will be brought to court with their parents”.26 
Actually catching the culprits was, however, another matter. 
 

 
Master Craftsman Jack Walker c1975 (Photo courtesy of Wes Walker) 

 
In the mid-1960s, Captain Jack began to find maintenance of the Sioux a drain on 

fundraising efforts toward a new project, so he put the replica up for sale at an asking price of just 
$200. There were negotiations with several individuals and institutions, including the City of 
Ottawa, but before HMCS Sioux was ‘sold down the river’ the Perth Chamber of Commerce 
stepped in and provided a subsidy for her upkeep. She remained at her anchorage in the Tay 
Basin, a magnet for summer tourists, until age and infirmity finally ended her three-decade career. 
Sometime in the early 1980s, after Walker had moved his boatyard to Port Elmsley, she sank for 
the last time and slowly rotted away in the Tay Canal shallows off Goat Island27, between the 
sewage treatment lagoon and the Tay Marsh. 

 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 The name ‘Goat Island’ is a local application as the ‘island’ is essentially a mud bar and far too small to be officially named. 



 
In addition to helping draw summer tourists to Perth, during his first winter back in Canada 

following WW2, Jack Walker joined the Perth Ski Club’s ‘hill committee’ in an effort to make Perth 
a ski destination.28 In 1946 the committee developed a 100 foot ski jump at a popular hill on Jebb’s 
Creek, south of town and, in 1948, undertook development of a down-hill facility, complete with 
slalom course, ski-jump, bunny slope, and ski-tow beside Highway-7 a short distance west of 
Glen Tay. The local newspaper believed the new facility would, 

 
… prove a great asset to the town, both from the standpoint of providing increased 
recreational facilities and the financial angle … revenue will be directly or indirectly felt by 
restaurants, stores selling ski equipment and other establishments who cater to the tourist 
business … there is no reason why Perth should not become a ski mecca.29 

 
Perth did not become a ski mecca however and boats remained Jack Walker’s first love. 

In 1970 he told a journalist that he had fallen in love with watercraft when, while visiting his aunt’s 
cottage in the Thousand Islands, he saw the big pleasure boats for the first time. He built the 
HMCS Sioux replica as a hobby project while still employed at the Perth Courier, and, at the same 
time, was building his first recreational boats for sale; outboard motor powered V-hull runabouts, 
rowboats, duck boats, and punts. In 1949 one of his boats took a first in races at the Rideau Ferry 
Regatta and in 1950 his passion for boats led him to abandon the family business and a 
newspaper or printing career in favour of full-time boat building. He worked briefly at Inaerco Ltd., 
where he picked up metal fabrication skills30 and for a short time at Mason Boats Ltd. of Smiths 
Falls, where he expanded his wooden boat skills31, while simultaneously establishing his own 
business, Tay-Craft Boats Ltd., in the Colborne Street workshop adjoining his childhood home on 
Perth’s Cockburn Island. A yard to build larger craft was established when he acquired an 
additional plot of land across the street. “Around 1958,” Walker recalled, 
 

I visited the Lyman Boatworks at Cleveland, Ohio, and saw that they were building their 
lap-strake32 power boats using the new method of using a master mould and fir plywood 
for the lap planking … five times faster than the old method of construction … I set my 
shop up for building lap-strake power skiffs up to 25 feet. I had five different moulds for 
five models of boat, some up to 200 hp.33 

 
Tay-Craft Boats also did some repair work and made water skis for the sporting goods 

department at James Brothers Hardware of Perth. 
 
Over the next 50 years Jack Walker built nearly 100 wooden boats of all types. When he 

exhibited examples of his St. Lawrence River Skiff at the prestigious Clayton, New York, Antique 
Boat Show and at the Mystic, Connecticut, Wooden Boat Show the quality of his craftsmanship 
established his niche and name in the world of wooden boats.  

 
28 Other ‘hill committee’ members were Keith Cavanaugh and Ross Brown. The 1948 Ski Club executive was composed of Pete 
Burchell, President; Ruth Thompson, Secretary; and Doug Cavers, Treasurer. 
29 Perth Courier, February 12, 1948. 
30 Inaerco Ltd., located at 115 Dufferin Street, manufactured truck bodies of various sizes through the 1960s and 1970s. 
31 Mason Boats Ltd., “boat builders and wholesalers”, is still in operation in 2021 at #96 Highway-15, Smiths Falls. 
32 ‘Lap-strake’ or ‘Clinker’ planking is a method of attaching planks to a boat frame where the plank edges overlap each other.  
33 Letter, Jack Walker to David Taylor, November 2005. 



 

 
Cockburn island c1965 

 
Designed in England in the mid-nineteenth century, St. Lawrence Skiffs were used for 

years as a fishing and guide boat in the Thousand Islands area. The craft could be rowed or, with 
the addition of a daggerboard keel, sailed. They were fast, one pull of the oars sends the craft 
gliding through the water at more than twice its length. During prohibition small-time bootleggers 
found them perfect for running a few cases of liquor across the St. Lawrence into the creeks of 
New York State. At one time the popularity of the skiffs was so widespread that special regattas 
were held for both sailing and rowing models. Wealthy cottagers in the Thousand Islands were 
so enamoured with their skiffs that they often outfitted them with chrome-plated oar locks and 
carpeted decks.  
 

St. Lawrence Skiffs usually range from 17 to 23 feet (5.2 to 7 meters), with a beam of 
about 43 inches (1.1 meter), and weigh between 150 and 175 pounds (68 to 80 kilos). Jack Walker 
was the only Canadian builder of the traditional skiff, and most of his production was exported, 
some shipped as far away as California. In 1979 Tay-Craft filled a single order for 18 of the skiffs 
from the Outdoor Recreation Center at Yale University. Jack Walker’s reputation as a master 
craftsman was such that his boatyard was listed as a recommended destination in the official 
Province of Ontario Tourist Guide. 



 

 
A Jack Walker built St. Lawrence River Skiff (Photo courtesy of Friends of the Tay Watershed) 

 
The largest vessel ever built at the Tay-Craft yard was Captain Jack’s own cabin cruiser, 

Flamingo. Thirty eight feet long with a beam of 11 feet and a displacement of eight registered 
tons, the cruiser slept six and boasted a cockpit lounge and fully equipped galley. It was hauled 
from the Colborne Street boatyard on skids during the winter of 1955 to a site beside the Curling 
Club, on the down-stream side of the Beckwith Street bridge, where it was launched in the spring 
of 1956. Additional ballast had to be taken aboard to get her under the Craig Street bridge to a 
location near today’s Last Duel Park where finishing work was done.  
 

Unfortunately, Flamingo was never truly ‘finished’. Her size demanded the power of an 
inboard diesel that Captain Jack could never afford. Nevertheless, powered by a series of 
outboard motors, Flamingo cruised the Rideau Lakes, the Thousand Islands, and, on occasion, 
sailed as far as Alexandria Bay, New York. In August 1966, the Perth Courier reported that the 
local Legion Branch executive committee held their regular meeting while cruising “aboard the 
launch ‘Flamingo’ owned by Jack and Ferne Walker”. 

 
 Because of her size, Flamingo seldom returned to the Tay Canal. Her regular berths were 

on Big Rideau Lake and at the Walker family cottage near Ivy Lea where 11-year-old Jack had 
displayed his first ship model for the passing tour boats. Flamingo spent winters in a rented Rideau 
Canal lock at Smiths Falls. After nearly two decades with Captain Jack on her bridge, Flamingo 
was sold34 but continued to sail for many years thereafter.  
 

Walker was a man of certain eccentricities. He used some power tools, but only if they 
had been manufactured in Milwaukee. His son recalled that, 

 
The worst insult in Jack’s view as to be a “useless tool”. He would never own a tool that 
wasn’t made within 50 miles of Chicago. He was extremely pro-American (a big photo of 
JFK always hung in the shop). He often said, “Imagine life before vice grips”.35  

 
34 Purchased by John Wayne Greigson, who had been part of HMCS Sioux ‘crew’ in 1948. 
35 Letter Wes Walker to Ron Shaw June 8, 2021. 



 
Jack Walker worked only with wood, holding that ‘fibreglass’ was a filthy word never to be 

spoken in his presence, and contending that “owning a good wooden boat is like owning a 
Cadillac”.36 From the day Canada adopted the metric system37 a sign outside the Tay-Craft shop 
proclaimed, “In this shop we do business in inches, feet, etc. or we don’t do business”.38 Decades 
after his death, many Tay-Craft boats, his St. Lawrence Skiffs and others, are still plying the 
Rideau and St. Lawrence systems. 
 

 
Jack Walker’s Cabin Cruiser ‘Flamingo’ (Photo courtesy of Wes Walker) 

 
In 1965, with HMCS Sioux showing the effects of 17 summers in the Tay Basin and 

Canada’s Centennial Year, 1967, fast approaching, Jack Walker began planning a bigger and 
better warship replica. Initially he envisioned recreating the River-class frigate HMCS Lanark. He 
knew the River-class ships well because, during WW2, he had served on one - HMCS Lauzon. 
More importantly HMCS Lanark was regarded as ‘Perth’s ship’. River-class destroyers of the RCN 
were all named for Canadian towns and the Lanark was originally destined to be named for the 
Town of Perth, Ontario. Unfortunately, Perth, Australia, had already given its name to a light 
cruiser, so the Canadian destroyer launched in 1944, that should have been ‘HMCS Perth’, was 
instead given the compromise name ‘HMCS Lanark’ for the county of which Perth was the judicial 
and administrative seat. (See Appendix-4, HMCS Lanark). 

 
36 Perth Courier, May 7, 1970. 
37 April 1, 1975. 
38 Perth Courier, July 26, 1978. 



 
During WW2 it was the custom for towns and cities to adopt the warships bearing their 

name, and to raise funds for the purchase of additional equipment and supplies not provided for 
in the ship's establishment - usually ‘crew comforts’.39 However unfortunate the naming kerfuffle, 
three days after HMCS Lanark was commissioned “75 citizens of Perth, went over the ship [at 
Montreal] and saw what her needs were, and then set about to supply them. The town raised 
between $3,000 and $4,000 and did a very fine job on their ship, the Lanark”.40 

 
HMCS Lanark, therefore, seemed the 

logical choice to replace the ageing HMCS 
Sioux in the Tay Basin, but when Walker 
applied to the Canadian Department of 
National Defence (DND) for financial aid, the 
project veered in another direction. He failed 
to secure a government cheque and obtained 
only vague assurances that, once the new 
warship model was afloat, DND might 
provide sponsorship on an event-by-event 
basis for its participation - but DND did offer 
a suggestion.  

 
The navy men thought that a model of 

the Tribal-class destroyer HMCS Haida, 
known as ‘the fightingest ship in the 
Canadian Navy’, might be of greater appeal 
than a replica of HMCS Lanark which had 
seen less than a year’s active service in the 
North Atlantic. During WW2 Haida had 
served in the European theatre and sent 14 
enemy vessels to the bottom, thus sinking 
more surface tonnage than any other ship in 
the RCN. It was also of some relevance that 
the actual HMCS Haida survived as a 
museum ship (then at Toronto). With his eye 
on future government sponsorship, in the 
spring of 1966 Jack Walker laid the keel of an 
HMCS Haida replica. (See Appendix-5, 
Haida). 

 
Working only from photographs and plans found in hobby kits, Jack Walker built the one-

eighth scale model of Haida at his boatyard on Colborne Street over 16 months in 1966-1967. 
She was launched on the Tay Basin on July 10, 1967, with the participation of Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 244. That day Walker explained that, during WW2, he 

 
39 Most commonly towns adopting RCN ships provided the crew with heavy winter clothing, cigarettes, candy, playing cards, 
cribbage boards, sporting equipment, magazine subscriptions, radios and batteries, gramophones, electric toasters, clothes irons, 
razor blades, toiletries, etc. 
40 Picton Gazette, July 19, 1944. 

Tay-Craft Ad from Perth Courier July 1960 



 
… and about 40 other Perth lads, served on Canadian warships similar to the ‘Haida’, 
taking convoys overseas and patrolling the North Atlantic, always on the lookout for 
German U-boats. The ‘Haida’ replica was built as a sort of memorial to those dark days 
on the North Atlantic and also a tourist attraction for Perth.41 

 
The traditional bottle of champagne broken across Haida’s bow was wielded by Liz (Mrs. 

J. A. C.) Grant, Lady Provost of Perth, Scotland, then on a twin-city visit to Perth, Ontario, as part 
of Canadian Centennial celebrations. 
 

The basic vessel cost $1,20042 to build, but when Jack had gone looking for a contribution 
of $700 toward that total, he found himself knocking on a lot of unopened doors. After DND failed 
to provide any help, he made direct appeals to Paul Hellyer (b.1923), Minister of National Defense, 
and Judy LaMarsh (1924-1980), Secretary of State for Canada, but found his requests came too 
late to secure one of the federal government’s Centennial Project Grants. Turning to Perth Town 
Council, he was re-directed to the 1967 Old Home Week Committee, then to the Town Publicity 
Committee and finally to the Chamber of Commerce. At the last moment (although then still 
subsidizing maintenance of HMCS Sioux) the Chamber, “… granted Mr. Walker funds to finish 
the construction of the Haida”.43 That $700 investment came with strings attached, however. In 
exchange, Captain Jack agreed that Haida would be displayed in the Tay Basin for a period of 
time over each of the following seven summers (through 1974). 

 
The replica of HMCS Haida was twice the size of HMCS Sioux and nearly five times the 

size of S. S. Riverside II. The Haida model had an overall length of 46 Feet (14 meters), a beam 
of 4.5 feet (1.37 meters), a draught of two feet (0.61 meters), and displaced three long tons (3.05 
metric tons). Powered by a 20 Hp. outboard motor in a well amidship44, she cruised at seven knots 
(eight miles per hour) and could make a maximum speed of 10 knots (11.5 miles per hour). 
Ballasted with two tons of lead (waste scavenged from the Perth Courier linotype machines) the 
ship could run comfortably in waves up to four feet (1.2 meters) in height. One journalist wrote 
that, 
 

It’s the little touches that make the replica seem so authentic. The radar equipment is a 
painted Javex bottle turned upside down45 … the metal torpedoes on the ship’s deck, the 
cannons and multiple ‘pom-pom’ anti-aircraft guns, the masthead flying the white ensign, 
tiny life preservers made of plaster, bumpers handwoven from hemp rope, and a tape 
deck playing popular music from the early 1940s.46 

 

 
41 Perth Courier, May 20, 1971. 
42 Eventually, fully fitted out with its sound and lighting effects and other gear, it would be valued in 1969 at about $6,000. 
43 Perth Courier, October 5, 1967. 
44 By 1997 Walker’s dockside Haida exhibit signage claimed that she was powered by “Three motors with propellers in a turbine 
tunnel well”. Since the same signage still gave her maximum speed as 8 Mph, however, it seems unlikely the replica was ever 
powered by more than a single 20 Hp outboard motor. 
45 Later replaced by a basketball painted battleship grey. 
46 Ottawa Citizen, July 21, 1981. 



 
Captain Jack Walker and HMCS Haida (Photo courtesy of Perth Courier) 

 
Walker’s Haida was equipped with berths for three, had a cruising range of 300 miles (483 

kilometers) without refueling, and could carry supplies for two months. She was wired for sound 
and light and, like the Sioux, some of Haida’s turreted guns fired blank black powder shotgun 
rounds.47 Captain Jack claimed the guns could be heard at a distance of two miles and that “… 
Haida, on occasion, carries enough explosives to flatten any three buildings in Perth”.48 
 

In August 1967, crewed by Captain Jack and his wife, Ferne, Haida sailed on her maiden 
voyage from Perth to Montreal to attend the ‘1967 International and Universal Exposition’, popularly 
known as Expo 67. Travelling via the Rideau Canal, when they reached Ottawa, a brief stop was 
made at the Carleton Navy Base where Vice Admiral Henry George ‘Harry’ DeWolf CBE, DSO, 
DSC, CD (1903-2000), retired chief of Naval Staff, visited the ship at dockside. Known by his crew 
as ‘Hard Over Harry’, for his penchant for ordering high-speed turns, DeWolf had been the full 
scale Haida’s first commanding officer, seeing her through the peak of her remarkable WW2 
fighting career (August 1943 - September 1944). When he admired Captain Jack’s handiwork in 
1967, DeWolf was the most highly decorated sailor in the Royal Canadian Navy. 
 

 
47 The rounds were discharged from a cut-down shotgun barrel camouflaged in one of the turrets. As the firing pin had been 
removed to meet legal requirements, Captain Jack fired the gun using a hammer and nail. 
48 Perth Courier, May 7, 1970. 



At Expo 67, the mini warship was on display at dockside for two weeks and seen by tens 
of thousands of fair-goers. Walker was presented with a commemorative plaque for docking the 
most unique boat to visit Expo 67 during the month of August49. From Montreal, Haida sailed up 
the St. Lawrence River to Kingston and returned to Perth via the Rideau and Tay Canals. 
 

Over the years that followed, Haida and the Tay-Craft Boatyard drew thousands of 
summer visitors to the Tay Basin and to the town’s shops and restaurants. At events like Perth’s 
Festival Week, the little warship provided hundreds of those tourists with rides around the Basin 
and along the Tay Canal. In her day Haida was described as “one of the top 10 most 
photographed tourist attractions in Southern Ontario”.50 
 

While apparently loved by one and all, at her anchorage in the Tay Basin HMCS Haida 
faced the same threat from vandals as had plagued HMCS Sioux. One night in September 1968, 
local police dragged an inebriated 22-year out of the Basin who had, for reasons unexplained, 
attempted to hijack Haida from her mooring. The ship had, however, proven unmanageable for a 
drunken land-lubber. She drifted away and slipped downstream with the current until brought to 
a crunching halt by the Drummond Street bridge. The culprit was also found to have stolen Haida’s 
ensign. In court the following week the perpetrator pled guilty, was fined $50 plus $5 costs, and 
ordered to pay for all necessary repairs to Haida’s damaged superstructure. 

 
In the summer of 1971 Walker felt compelled to take the ship replica out of the basin early 

because, he said, “I couldn’t really look after it right”.51 Although suffering from arthritis, in order 
to guard against vandalism, he had been sleeping aboard Haida every night, in a narrow berth 
built for a younger man. By late August he concluded he had had enough and decided to pack it 
in for the season.  

 
Over the following years Haida’s security remained a point of sore contention between 

Captain Jack and Town Council, its Police Department, and the Chamber of Commerce (who, at 
that point, were subsidizing both Haida and the Sioux). In letters to the editor Captain Jack railed 
against the vandals and the inability of local police to protect Haida.52 This very public airing of 
his complaints led to several abrasive exchange with members of Town Council, a number of 
whom felt Walker was unfair in painting Perth as a lawless hooligan-ridden town. As late as 1975 
Deputy Reeve Norman Turner (1910-1994) complained that Walker was creating the impression 
that Perth was “a really bad place, and the local police force cannot handle the situation”.53 
 

In 1975 Captain Jack announced that he would be willing to return the vessel to the Tay 
Basin as a summer tourist attraction if the town agreed to pay $30 for each day she was on 
display, a sum sufficient to “cover the cost of the replica’s maintenance and protection”.54 In 
exchange for the per diem, Walker undertook to “guard the ship against vandalism by sleeping 

 
49 The July winner was a Chinese Junk. 
50 Perth Courier, February 4, 1971. 
51 Perth Courier, September 9, 1971. 
52 Complicated by the fact that Haida’s Tay Basin anchorage was actually Federal Government (Parks Canada) property. 
53 Perth Courier, May 29, 1975. 
54 Perth Courier, May 29, 1975. 



on board every night”55 and keeping a watch on it every day. In order to do so, he explained, he 
would be forced to stay in town all summer and postpone some of his regular work. He also 
explained that when Haida was on display at Kingston and Ottawa those municipalities paid $45 
per day and provided a night watchman. The Perth Chamber of Commerce, however, concluded 
that while the request “seems fair enough … unfortunately we cannot afford it”.56 
 

 
HMCS Haida and HMCS Sioux in the Tay Basin c1967 (Photo courtesy of John Clement) 

 
Jack Walker’s passion for boats, and his creation of SS Riverside II, HMCS Sioux and 

HMCS Haida, led him to a place of deep personal investment in his hometown and, in particular, 
the important role tourism played in the community’s economy. That commitment, in turn, 
frequently led him to other criticism of the town’s political and administrative leadership. When it 
did, his outbursts of frustration were often expressed in the form of over-the-top letters to the 
editor of the Perth Courier and vocal one-man delegations to Town Council.  
 

Nevertheless, while perhaps too quick to take offense and resort to hyperbole, Jack 
Walker usually had fair reason for complaint and always had the good of the Town and its tourist 
industry at heart.  With little to gain personally, over the years he prosecuted a sustained 
campaign to clean up and improve boating access to Perth. Many of his major concerns were 
touched upon in a 1968 letter to the editor wherein he asked,  
 

 
55 Ibid. 
56 Perth Courier, June 12, 1975. 



Does Perth really want tourists? It looks like it doesn’t … especially the tourists that could 
come by boat. Perth, with its so-called Administrators, who couldn’t see past the end of 
their nose, are letting six miles of good cruising waterways from the Rideau just go to 
waste along with a lot of tourist dollars. 57 

 
In an interview that year Walker stated that, while cruising the Rideau, St. Lawrence, 

Thousand Islands, Bay of Quinte, and Hudson River, even as he promoted Perth as a destination, 
he had to tell the boating fraternity that, 
 

… although they could get a boat with a five foot draught and a length of 30 feet into the 
edge of the Town of Perth [Last Duel Park], I was sorry to say that there were no facilities 
such as a dock phone or gas pumps and that the dock and area58 was left unfinished [with 
an] oily surface [to be] tracked into boats. In the end, I told them that I wouldn’t recommend 
coming to Perth by boat”.59 

 

 
HMCS Haida at anchor in the Tay Basin (Photo courtesy of Dave Patridge) 

 
In the same letter he advocated for improved docking facilities at the Tay Basin. “Many 

times,” he wrote, “I have seen adults struggling to get out of their boats, up the side of a dock that 
was high enough to handle the ‘Queen Mary’. These docks were built to handle the steamboat 
traffic of years ago and should be lowered at least three feet.60 He went on to complain about the 
weed bed choking the Tay Basin, 
 
 

 
57 Perth Courier, February 11, 1968. 
58 At Last Duel Park. 
59 Perth Courier, February 11, 1968. 
60 Ibid. 



… these weeds are a disgrace not to the Government [i.e., Parks Canada], but to the 
Town of Perth … Last summer I asked the council to supply me with 400 feet of rope 
(approximately $20) and I would keep the weeds out of the basin myself at no charge. We 
did this a few times years ago by dragging chain or steel cable and it worked fine. After 
waiting a few days for an answer, I realized that the Town administrators couldn’t care 
less about the look of the river in Perth. The weeds stayed there …61  
 
Whether the Town ever provided Jack with $20 worth of rope is unclear, but a few weeks 

later the Perth Courier commented that, “Thanks to the efforts of Jack Walker the weeds in the 
center of the Basin have been removed. Better late than never, better to do than endeavor”.62 
However, in a newspaper interview a decade later Captain Jack was still lamenting the state of 
the basin. “The thing we cannot do now, that the replica [Haida] would do at one time, is to operate 
around the basin for the tourists. The weeds in the center of the basin are too thick.”63  

 
When historian, author, and television personality Pierre Berton (1920-2004) visited Perth 

in September 1981, in his capacity as a member of Heritage Canada’s Board of Governors64, 
Captain Jack found an ally in his condemnation of perhaps the most serious obstruction to Perth’s 
potential as a maritime tourism destination – low bridges. A new Drummond Street bridge, 
crossing the Tay Canal at the foot of the Basin, had just been completed that summer65. It 
replaced a former swing bridge and was so low that a rowboat could hardly pass under it. Berton 
was appalled and suggested that Parks Canada66 should “blow it up and install a swing bridge so 
that boaters can turn around in the Tay Basin”.67 In a letter to the editor of the Courier the following 
week, Captain Jack offered to take on the assignment. 
 

Mr. Berton jokingly suggested Drummond Street bridge may have to be dynamited. I think 
it would be better to use the type of depth charges we used on Nazi U-Boats during WW2. 
These weapons would lower the water and deepen the canal at the same time, allowing 
the largest boats to pass. 

 
Even if Drummond Street bridge had been made a swing bridge, Beckwith Street bridge 
would also have to be made swing68 – and then there is Craig Street bridge which is solid 
concrete and only eight feet high. 

 
Perth gets thousands of dollars in grants for heritage work on buildings and at the same 
time thumbs its nose at what would have been one of the biggest heritage projects of them 
all, namely the Tay Canal … If the town had not been so backward … there could have 
been a bridge system that would have let large boats right into the Basin. 

 

 
61 Ibid. 
62 Perth Courier, September 19, 1968. 
63 Perth Courier, November 29, 1978. 
64 Heritage Canada funding and technical assistance was, at that time, playing a major role in the revitalization of Gore and Foster 
Streets. Berton was accompanied by fellow board member Tommy Douglas (1904-1986) founder of the New Democratic Party. 
65 See photo on Page-1. 
66 Parks Canada owns and operates the Tay Canal and Basin. 
67 Perth Courier, September 16, 1981. 
68 The Beckwith Street Bridge was (and is) a swing bridge but was not (is not) functioning. 



If Mr. Berton or the Historical Society wishes, we would be glad to bring our destroyer 
[Haida] to the edge of town and train our 4.7 inch guns on all three bridges and open fire. 

 
On this occasion, Walker signed himself, “Chief Gunners’ Mate, HMCS Haida (Replica), 

Port Elmsley Naval Base69 
 

 
Craig Street / Highway # 43 Bridge over the Tay Canal (Photo courtesy of Ken W. Watson) 

  
Jack Walker lived on the banks of the Tay River for 85 years, and on Cockburn Island for 

57 of those years. He considered himself “just about as familiar with the Little Tay, and Upper Tay 
and Canal as anyone could get”70. He was passionately dedicated to caring for Perth’s waterways 
and had particularly strong opinions about management of the Little Tay branch of the river. Those 
opinions, which he never hesitated to share, were founded on firsthand experience because, in 
the 1940s-1950s, he personally helped to manage the Little Tay. Opposite his Colborne Street 
boatyard, he placed, 
 

… a marker on a rock, where I watched every day, at the request of Town foreman William 
Howie [1888-1952], to see that the Little Tay was kept at the right level. A heavy rain or a 
dry spell, meant I had to go to the control site and, in just 10 minutes, adjust the mechanism 
we had built in the window plank at the sluiceway at the Rainbow Bridge.71 

 
The objective at that time was, primarily, to maintain a safe level for children at the Mill 

Street swimming pool, but the control system of the day also allowed for easy cleaning and 
maintenance of the Little Tay. 

 
 

69 By 1981 the Tay-Craft boatyard and the Haida’s berth had moved down the Tay to Port Elmsley. 
70 Letter, Jack Walker to David Taylor, November 2005. 
71 Ibid. 



… we [could] drain the Little Tay in just 1 ½ – 2 hours so they could put a tractor in to clean 
it out. We would have kids go around with pails and gather up the fish [and carry them 
over to the main river] while the river was being drained.72 
 
In later years, Jack would often provide strong, usually uninvited advice to authorities on 

how control could still be achieved with only 2% of the Tay River flow, considerably less than the 
high flows that came to damage the town park at times. He was a bitter and vocal critic of the 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority (RVCA) and the 1970 removal of the Little Tay water control 
system he had once helped to manage so effectively. 

 
The water control system was the best a town could ever hope to have … I’ve told the 
RVCA a thousand times that the Little Tay could be fixed permanently for a fraction of the 
cost …  [but] they were hell-bent on having a troublesome waterfall. 

 
Since 1970, when the whole system was completely ruined, and the Little Tay made to 
flow faster, 80% of all the fish and thousands of minnows are no longer there … For a 
group like the RVCA, that is supposed to be doing things for fish and wildlife preservation, 
they certainly have been doing just the opposite.73 

 

 
Little Tay Rainbow Bridge, post sluiceway control (Photo courtesy of Geocaching) 

 

 
72 Ibid. 
 
73 Ibid. 



The increased out-flow of the Little Tay, where it re-joined the main stream at the 
Drummond Street bridge, created currents so strong that, at times, Captain Jack could not pilot 
the Haida in and out of the Basin lest she be driven into the bridge abutments. 
 

When the Town of Perth discussed the creation of a greenbelt in 1971, Walker somehow 
discerned a threat to his plans for a residence, repair shop and boathouse to shelter the Haida, 
proposed for a property in North Elmsley Township that he feared would be subsumed by a 
greenbelt. He announced that “the Haida can no longer be looked after properly until a boat house 
could be built … and would not be on display in the basin” until the Town of Perth provided 
“assurance … that the proposed building could be built”.74 When the issue remained unresolved 
three months later, the Courier published another broadside from Captain Jack reminding the 
Town fathers that “since her launching the [Haida] replica has become one of the main tourist 
attractions for all of Ontario, but mainly for Perth” and went on to described the Perth Planning 
Board, Town Council and the “greenbelt system [as] nothing but pure Nazi-style dictatorship”.75  
 

The site for the proposed boathouse was, in fact, located several miles outside of the 
municipal boundaries of Perth, well beyond the jurisdiction of the Town Council and Planning 
Board, and the matter was eventually resolved when the Provincial authorities actually concerned 
assured Captain Jack that he could build his boathouse. Feelings were left bruised, however. 
Jack felt Haida was undervalued, and Perth’s Town fathers did not take kindly to being call ‘Nazis’. 
 

 
Jack Walker at work at Taycraft Boatyard (Photo courtesy of John Clement) 

 
74 Perth Courier, February 18, 1971. 
75 Perth Courier, May 20, 1971. 



 

Subsequent to the impasse of the early 1970s over providing security for Haida at her 
Basin mooring, combined with the greenbelt ‘misunderstanding’, and after the 1974 expiration of 
the Chamber of Commerce Centennial Year agreement, Haida spent much of her time cruising, 
away from her home port at Perth. In 1970 ownership of the replica was registered to Walker’s  
‘Haida Inc.’ and in 1971 he created a company called ‘Miniature Seagoing Warship Exhibits’, 
independent of Tay-Craft Boatyard, to manage appearances and sponsorship of the replica at 
maritime events in Canada and the United States.  
 

Much of that work was paid for by the Canadian Forces, the Canadian War Museum, and 
the United States Navy (USN), as well as a half dozen other sponsors including a manufacturer 
of marine paints. Jack Walker always kept ownership of the Haida firmly in his own hands, 
however, explaining in 1972 that “never at any time since the vessel was built did anyone except 
ourselves have more than 20%76 of its total cost in the replica and each year from 1967 til 1974 
this percentage gets less”.77 

 
Although so often annoyed with the town’s political and business leadership, at his many 

ports of call, whatever the occasion, Jack Walker still continued to play the role of floating 
ambassador, distributing thousands of brochures promoting the attractions of Perth and Lanark 
County. Captain Jack was also known for his support of local roots culture. For many years he 
sponsored the Walker Boats Trophy and a $50 first-prize awarded in the 50-years-and-over class 
at the annual Central Canadian Fiddling & Step Dancing Championship. 

 
During her service life HMCS Haida cruised over 10,000 miles (16,000 Km) and was 

inspected and photographed by more than 500,000 visitors at dockside.  
 
Haida made frequent appearances in the national capital. She was a regular in the tulip 

festival parade of boats and often berthed at the National Arts Center where she was viewed by 
an estimated 5,000 people per day. In 1995 she was the centerpiece of a DND demonstration of 
anti-submarine warfare staged before 2,000 spectators at Dows Lake. 

 
The home port painted across Haida’s stern did not always say ‘Perth’ however. In addition 

to her base in the Tay Basin, the Haida replica also had berths at Canadian Forces naval bases, 
HMCS Carleton, Ottawa, and HMCS Cataraqui, Kingston, courtesy of DND Maritime Command. 
She had another berth at Alexandria Bay, New York, for use when she was contracted to the 
USN, and another at the Walker family cottage near Ivy Lea in the Thousand Islands. Moreover, 
on occasion, the replica warship itself appeared in disguise. 

 
76 The Chamber of Commerce’s $700. 
77 Perth Courier, June 8, 1972 
 



 
With a little re-arranging of gun 

turrets, superstructure, and waterline, 
Haida posed as the American 
destroyer USS Aaron Ward (34)78 for 
a crew member reunion at Alexandria 
Bay, New York - although Captain 
Jack’s version of the Aaron Ward 
carried missiles which the real vessel 
never had.  
 

At Kingston Haida played an 
active role in the city’s tercentennial 
celebrations in 1973 and three years 
later, when that city hosted the 
Olympic sailing events, she escorted 
Queen Elizabeth’s launch from the 
Royal Yacht Britannia into Kingston 
harbour. Across the river, Haida led 
the parade of antique boats at the 
Clayton, New York, boat show for 
many years. Whether appearing at a 
major event or stopping off at a remote 
dock along the St. Lawrence River, 
Rideau Canal, Ottawa River triangle, 
Haida always drew a crowd within 
minutes.  

 
On another occasion, also sponsored by the U.S. Navy, Haida masqueraded as an 

American guided missile cruiser USS Hawaii, flying the stars and stripes with the home port of 
‘Pearl Harbour’ painted on her stern. USS Hawaii was also created by a few cosmetic changes to 
Haida’s above-deck profile and the replacement of two of her gun turrets with missile launchers. 
The result, however, was a pseudo-replica of a ship that, in reality, never existed … except in the 
form of Captain Jack’s first model warship, launched in 1948 as USS Hawaii and later 
‘recommissioned’ as HMCS Sioux.79 (See Appendix-2 USS Hawaii CB-3). 

 
Flying her RCN ensign, Haida also once led a task force of Canadian Veterans in the 

invasion of New York State on Can-Am Legion Day.  

 
78 Severely damaged in action off the Solomon Islands in April 1943, she was decommissioned in 1945 and scrapped in 1946. 
79 Was the disguise as USS Hawaii suggested by the USN, or was it the choice of Captain Jack because he still had fixtures in the 
back of his shed that had once graced the 1948 model Hawaii-Sioux? 

Captain Jack on the bridge 



 
 
Haida’s periodic disguises were not necessarily historically accurate. In this photo she is posing as a United States Navy 
vessel, as indicated by the Stars and Stripes at her stern. The missiles mounted in place of one forward and one aft gun 
turret suggest that she may be meant to represent the guided missile cruiser USS Hawaii, a ship that never was. However, 
the number 34 painted on her bow says she is more likely masquerading as the destroyer USS Aaron Ward. Captain Jack 
once told the Kingston Whig-Standard80 that the missiles were part of the Aaron Ward (34) conversion, but the real USS 
Aaron Ward (34), a destroyer-minelayer, was never armed with missiles. Perhaps in this photo Haida is in the process of 
converting from one persona to the other. The Canadian flag on her bow indicates she is in Canadian waters, and the photo 
appears to have been taken at the Beveridge Bay entrance to the Tay Canal. (Photo courtesy of David Patridge) 
 

In the late 1970s Jack Walker’s home and the Tay-Craft Boatyard were designated for 
acquisition by the Town of Perth as the municipality assembled land for a planned ‘Downtown 
Business Improvement Area’. The scheme called for the purchase of all 23 properties on the east 
end of Cockburn Island, along Colborne and Basin Streets between the Tay Basin and the Little 
Tay River, and demolition of all existing buildings to clear the way for a proposed commercial 
development.81 Jack was one of the very last hold-outs, protesting at one point, “Why do you think 
we fought a war 30 years ago? It was so that we wouldn’t have to put up with something like 
this”.82 In May 1980, however, he grudgingly struck his colours, sold out, and moved his home 
and boatyard to a Tay-side property he purchased at Port Elmsley. Tay-Craft Boatyard became 
Port Elmsley Boatyard. From that time onward, Haida’s home port was at the Port Elmsley site, 
and she appeared in the Tay Basin at Perth more rarely and for shorter and shorter periods of 
time. 

 

 
80 Kingston Whig-Standard, August 27, 1992. 
81 Commercial development of the Colborne Street site never materialized, and the area now accommodates the Crystal Palace, the 
‘Big Cheese’ monument and a municipal parking lot. 
82 Perth Courier, October 14, 1976. 



 
Taycraft Boats, #4 Coulbourne Street, Perth, Ontario (Photo courtesy of Wes Walker) 

 
Jack Walker continued to build boats at the Port Elmsley yard into his 80s and, the 

boathouse of the 1971 greenbelt dispute never having been built, devised a wheeled rig to take 
the Haida replica out of the water on a sling. At one 
point there were hopes that Haida would become an 
exhibit at the Gananoque Thousand Islands Boat 
Museum, but that did not come to pass. She spent the 
late years of Jack’s life beached and deteriorating at 
Port Elmsley, at one point displayed on the riverbank 
along Highway-43 at the east end of the village. 

 
When he reached the age of 80 in 2005, 

Captain Jack finally acknowledged that he would not 
again sail in Haida by gifting her to David Patridge of 
Smiths Falls, the son of a long time friend. The hope 
was that a new generation might see Haida 
rehabilitated and refloated, but the challenge of 
raising sufficient funds to do so proved 
insurmountable. When another Smiths Falls man, 
Greg Brady, offered to renew the effort, the Haida 
replica passed into his possession in 2015. 

Captain Jack in his Port Elmsley workshop, 2005 
(Photo courtesy of David Taylor). 

 



 
In January 2017 Brady told the Hometown News that he wanted to “invite the public to 

participate in the restoration and [that] at least $20,000 is needed for a basic restoration and up 
to $50,000 for a complete restoration with display signs and heavy-duty trailer”.83 Brady proposed 
the project to area service clubs, Royal Canadian Legion branches, and businesses, but, despite 
his best efforts, there were still no takers.  
 

Boat builder John Weston ‘Jack’ Walker 
died at the Perth Community Care Centre on 
December 10, 2007.  His ashes were kept over 
that winter aboard the Haida hulk, beached in a 
Smiths Falls driveway, and the following spring 
were scattered on an island near Ivy Lea 
overlooking the bay where he had sailed his first 
model boats and berthed HMCS Haida and the 
Flamingo. He is commemorated by a small stone 
in the family plot in Elmwood Cemetery, Perth.84  

 
By 2020, the hull of Captain Jack Walker’s HMCS Haida, having deteriorated past hope 

of restoration, lay all but forgotten in a field beside the Rideau Canal southeast of Smiths Falls. 
However, although heavily weathered, some of the vessel’s above-deck fixtures remained in 
sound condition, and a collection of photographs, brochures, letters, signage, and other 
ephemera, including some of the original construction plans drawn by Jack Walker, also survived. 
Those items were all gifted to an ad hoc group calling itself the ‘Friends of the Haida’ who 
undertook to salvage and preserve the remains. In January 2022, an interim exhibit of HMCS 
Haida memorabilia was created for pop-up display at Perth and area venues with the objective of 
raising sufficient funds to create a more permanent exhibit remembering the Captain Jack’s ship. 

 

 
Hull of HMCS Haida 2021 (Photo by Ron W. Shaw) 
 

83 Hometown News, January 2017. 
84 Captain Jack’s wife, Ferne Kerr-Walker, died in 1996. 



 

       
                         4.7 Inch Gun Turret                                                       Anti-Aircraft Pom-Pom Guns 
 

          
                      Radar Assembly and Lifeboat                                          Greg Brady with Haida’s Cutter 
 

(Photos by Ron W. Shaw) 
___________________________ 

 
Appendix-1, HMCS Lauzon K-671 / 322 
 

HMCS Lauzon was a River-class ship, a class of 151 frigates launched between 1941 and 
1944 for use as anti-submarine convoy escorts in the North Atlantic. The majority served with the 
Royal Navy and Royal Canadian Navy, with a few serving in the other Allied navies (Australian, 
Free French, Netherlands).  
 

The class designation comes from the fact that in the Royal Navy they were named for 
U.K. rivers. In the Royal Canadian Navy, however, they were named for towns in Canada. 
Walker’s ship was named for Lauzon, Quebec. Originally called ‘twin-screw Corvettes’, they were 
later designated ‘Frigates’. All 55 of Canada’s River-class frigates were built in Canada, plus 10 
sent to England and 12 sent to Australia.  
 



 
River-class frigate HMCS Lauzon (Photo courtesy of LAC) 

 
Built by George T. Davie & Sons Ltd. of Lauzon, Quebec, HMCS Lauzon was laid down 

in July 1943, launched June 10, 1944, and commissioned August 30th. She had an overall length 
of 302 feet (91.9 meters), a beam of 36 feet (11.1 meters), a draught of nine feet (2.7 meters) and 
displaced 1,445 tons. She cruised at 19 knots manned by a crew of 141. Her armaments included 
two 4-inch (102-mm) (1 double mount) guns, one 12-pound (5.45 kg) gun, eight 20-mm (4 double 
mount) guns, one Hedgehog mortar, depth charges.  
 

Lauzon was paid off on November 7, 1945 but recommissioned as a Prestonian-class 
ocean escort (frigate) in December 1953. As a Prestonian she was armed with two 4-inch (102-
mm) guns (1 double mount), six 40-mm guns (1 double mounts, 4 single mount), two Squid 
Mortars. Lauzon served out her career in a training role until finally paid off on May 24, 1963 and 
sold for scrap the following year. 
 

When one of her River-class sister ships, HMCS Stormont, was sold for scrap she was 
purchased by Aristotle Onassis and converted into the luxury yacht Christina O. 

_______________________________ 
 
Appendix-2, USS Hawaii CB-3 
 

Construction of a heavy cruiser destined to be named USS Hawaii CB-3 was begun by 
the United States Navy (USN) but she was never completed or commissioned.  
 

 
A ‘what-if’ drawing of the Alaskan-class heavy cruiser USS Hawaii as she would have appeared had she been completed.  

(Photo courtesy of Deviant Art) 



 
Hawaii was intended to be an Alaska-class heavy cruiser. Her keel was laid in December 

1943, two years after her sister ship USS Guam CB-2, and she was launched in late 1945. She 
was never completed, however, as post WW2 budget cutbacks cancelled further work on her in 
1947. 
 
 At one point the USN presented a plan to convert the Hawaii into the United States’ first 
guided missile cruiser. Funding was approved in 1952 but, because work was already underway 
on two other similar vessels, work on Hawaii was never undertaken. 
 
 Having been laid up for 12 years, Hawaii was towed to the breakers and scrapped in 1959. 

____________________________ 
 
Appendix-3 HMCS Sioux R-64 / 225 
 

The RCN’s HMCS Sioux was launched for the British Royal Navy as HMS Vixen in 
September 1943 but was immediately transferred to the Royal Canadian Navy and renamed85, in 
February 1944, for the Sioux First Nation of Canada's western provinces. 
 

The U-class and V-class were a class of 16 destroyers built for the Royal Navy and 
launched in 1942–1943. They were constructed in two flotillas, each with names beginning with 
‘U’ or ‘V’. Some of the vessels, like the Sioux, were transferred to the Royal Canadian Navy and 
re-named.  
 

HMCS Sioux had an overall length of 362 feet (110.6 meters), a beam of 35.7 feet (10.89 
meters), a draught of 11.5 feet (3.52 meters) and displaced 1,710 tons. She could make 34 knots 
and was manned by a crew of 230. Sioux was armed with four QF 4.7-inch (120 mm) Mk IX guns 
(2X2), six QF 20 mm Oerlikon guns (2X2, 2X1), four 21-inch (533 mm) torpedo tubes and two 
Squid triple ASW mortars. 
 

The Sioux saw extensive service during WW2. In March 1944 she did convoy duty to 
Russia and in April escorted aircraft carriers that attacked the German battleship Tirpitz at 
Kaafjord, Norway. From Kaafjord she hunted German shipping off the Norwegian coast before 
joining Canada's contribution to the invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. At Juno Beach 
Sioux bombarded shore batteries during the initial landing and provided fire support afterwards. 
In August 1944 she was among the escorts for a carrier force sent to attack German airfields at 
Gossen, Norway, and to once again attack Tirpitz.  After another spell of Russian convoy duty, 
the destroyer escorted the aircraft carrier Implacable when it attacked targets in Norway in 
October 1944.  
 

In December, Sioux once again escorted convoys to northern Russia. She returned to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, in April 1945 for tropical refit but with the end of the war against Japan she 
was transferred to Esquimalt, British Columbia, and paid off in February 1946.  
 

 
85 Even though the Sioux bore a ‘Tribal’ name in the Canadian Navy she was not a Tribal-class Destroyer, but a V-Class Destroyer. 



 
V-class destroyer HMCS Sioux (Photo courtesy of LAC) 

 
When Jack Walker built his model of the destroyer in 1948, HMCS Sioux was sitting in dry 

dock at Esquimalt facing an uncertain future. With the June 1950 outbreak of hostilities in Korea, 
however, Sioux was further modernized and went on to serve in the Korean War 1950-1951. She was 
the last Canadian ship to depart Korean waters and, after another decade of service as a training 
vessel, was paid off for the last time in October 1963. HMCS Sioux went to the breaker’s yard in 1965. 

_______________________________ 
 
Appendix-4, HMCS Lanark K669 / 321 
 

Alternatively named for the town of Perth, Ontario, because the latter name was used by 
another ship, the River-class frigate HMCS Lanark was built by Canadian Vickers Ltd. at Montreal, 
Quebec. She was laid down in September 1943, launched December 10, 1943, and 
commissioned July 6, 1944.  

 
Lanark had an overall length of 302 feet (91.9 meters), a beam of 36 feet (11.1 

meters), a draught of nine feet (2.7 meters) and displaced 1,445 tons. She cruised at 20 knots 
manned by a crew of 141.  She was armed with two 4-inch (102-mm) guns (1 double mount), one 
12-pound (5.45 kg) gun, eight 20-mm guns (4 double mounts), one Hedgehog mortar and depth 
charges.  
 

After a work-up cruise to Bermuda in September, she returned to Halifax in October and 
was assigned to North Atlantic convoy escort duty. Lanark spent the balance of the European war 
on convoy duty, most of that time as Senior Officer’s ship, and sailed for home in early June 1945. 
 



 
River-class frigate HMCS Lanark (Photo courtesy of LAC) 

 
With the end of the Pacific War, in August 1945, a refit at Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, was 

cancelled. Lanark was paid off at Sydney in October and placed in reserve at Shelburne, Nova 
Scotia. She was sold in 1946 but later re-purchased by the Royal Canadian Navy and converted 
to a Prestonian-class ocean escort, serving 1954-55. As a Prestonian-class ocean escort (frigate) 
she carried two 4-inch (102-mm) guns (1 double mount), six 40-mm guns (1 double mount, 4 
single mounts) and two Squid mortars. In April 1956 she was re-commissioned for training 
purposes on the east coast.  

 
Lanark was paid off for the last time in March 1965, and broken up at La Spezia, Italy, the 

following year. 
_______________________________ 

 
Appendix- 5, HMCS Haida G-63 / 215 
 

HMCS Haida G-63 served in the RCN from 1943 through 1963, during both WW2 and the 
Korean War.  Named for the Haida First Nation, she is the only surviving Tribal-class (or Afridi-
class) destroyer out of 27 vessels constructed between 1937 and 1945 for the navies of Canada, 
Britain, and Australia. During her career HMCS Haida sank more enemy surface tonnage than 
any other Canadian warship. 
 

Commissioned on August 30, 1943, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, HMCS Haida first 
made two trips as a convoy escort to Kola Inlet (Murmansk) Northern Russia. In January 1944 
she began patrols in the English Channel and the Bay of Biscay. During these sweeps she took 
part in the sinking of several enemy vessels: torpedo boats T-29 off Ushant (April 26) and T-27 
off Ushant (April 29); destroyer Z-32, sunk in a gun duel with Haida and HMCS Huron G-24, off 
Ile de Bas (June 9); U-boat U-971 off Land's End (June 24); and minesweeper M-486, off Ile d'Yeu 
(August 6). Haida also provided supporting fire at the D-Day Normandy landings (June 6). 

 
On April 29, 1944, while Haida and her sister ship HMCS Athabaskan were supporting 

British mine-laying operations, Athabaskan was struck by a torpedo. The resulting fire ignited the 
ammunition magazines and set off a devastating explosion. As the Athabaskan began to sink, 
Haida laid smoke to protect it from further attack and then drove one German destroyer aground 
while chasing off another.  

 



Returning to the Athabaskan, Haida managed to rescue 44 of her crew but as daylight 
approached, increasing the risk of air and sea attacks, she was forced to break off operations and 
depart the area. However, she left behind her motor cutter manned by five of her crew who 
managed to rescue six more Athabaskan survivors and two Haida crewmen who had been 
washed from the scramble nets during the initial rescue efforts. German minesweepers briefly 
chased the cutter but gave up for unknown reasons. Nineteen hours later, after a series of 
breakdowns and encounters with enemy aircraft, Haida’s cutter made landfall in England. German 
minesweepers rescued and took prisoner another 83 sailors from the Athabaskan, but 128 of her 
crew were drowned. 
 

 
Tribal-class destroyer HMCS Haida (Photo courtesy of LAC) 

 
In September 1944 Haida sailed for Canada and a refit at Halifax. She returned to 

Plymouth in January 1945 and to Scapa Flow in March from where she escorted another convoy 
to Kola Inlet. Returning from Murmansk on April 29, 1945, Haida and HMCS Iroquois G-89 
escaped near misses when attacked by U-427. 
 

Following the surrender of 
Germany on May 7, 1945, Haida 
returned to Halifax to be refitted for 
tropical (Pacific) duty, but the Japanese 
surrender on September 2nd cancelled 
those plans and, on March 20, 1945, 
she was paid off. Haida escaped the 
post-war breakers yard, however. She 
was recommissioned in 1947 and for 
the next three years participated in 
NATO training exercises. On 
November 19, 1949, while sailing about 
300 miles north of Bermuda she 
rescued a flight crew of 18 from a 
crashed U.S. Air Force B-29 Bomber. 

 



HMCS Haida was refitted and extensively modernized in July 1950 and again 
recommissioned in March 1952 (DDE 215). Between that date and 1954 she served two tours of 
duty in the far east during the Korean War, and then resumed her training role. 
 

 
Museum Ship HMCS Haida at Pier-9, Hamilton, Ontario (Photo courtesy of RCN) 

 
Haida was paid off for the last time on October 11, 1963, at Sydney, Nova Scotia.  She 

was purchased by a group of private citizens and towed to Toronto, Ontario, in August 1964 to 
become a floating memorial. In 1970 she was moved from Toronto Harbor to a berth at Ontario 
Place, Toronto. She was designated as a National Historic Site of Canada in 1984 and in 2003 
moved to her current berth at the Royal Canadian Navy Reserve Division, Pier-9, Hamilton, 
Ontario, where she serves as a museum ship managed by Parks Canada. In 2018, 
HMCS Haida was further designated the ceremonial flagship of the Royal Canadian Navy. 

 
 

- Ron W. Shaw (2021) - With assistance from David Taylor, John Clement, Greg Brady, Dave Patridge, Ashley ‘Wes’ 
Walker, Martin Prouse, Ellen Dean and Terry O’Hearn. 

 
 

 


