
 

CAPTAIN HOOPER’S FARMHOUSE 

 
The Battle of Kitchener’s Wood 

Ypres, April 1915 
 

 

On the Ypres salient in April 1915, isolated and surrounded in a farmhouse 300 meters 

beyond the forward trenches of the Canadian 1st Division, 11 Perth men of the 42nd (Lanark & 

Renfrew) Regiment punched loopholes in the cottage walls and, for 48 hours, fought a desperate, 

bitter-end, rearguard action covering the withdrawal of their 2nd & 3rd Battalion comrades. Eight 

of the 11 fell as casualties. Only three escaped, and one of those would die in a later action. 

 

 
 

A few weeks later the Perth Courier published a letter from the Ypres battlefield. Writing 

home to his daughter, Sergeant Major William Edward Wright surmised that, from news of the 

farmhouse fight, “Probably the people at home will have come to a slight realization of what a 

gigantic struggle this really is, and is likely to be …”1  

 

In fact, Wright could hardly have imagined the stunning force with which that realization 

struck his hometown. In a relentless stream of Militia Department telegrams, casualty lists, and 

letters from sons, husbands and fathers in the combat zone, Perth was learning the reality of 20th 

century industrial scale war. The previous summer, the town of only 3,000 had sent those 11 

citizens to join the ranks of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry Brigade of the 1st Canadian Division. 

Nine months later, in their first battle, and in just 48 hours, the little band had sustained a casualty 

rate of 73%. 

_________________________________ 

 

On August 4, 1914, when the British Empire declared war2 on Germany, nowhere in 

Canada was the attachment to King and country more passionate, or the martial tradition more 

deeply rooted, than at the Lanark County town of Perth.  

 
1 Perth Courier June 11, 1915. 
2 When Britain declared war on Germany, Canada was automatically at war. There was no consultation, and none was expected in 

Ottawa. As a British dominion, Canada did not control its own foreign policy. 



 

The town and its neighboring townships were, after 

all, a creation of the British Army. Between 1816 and 1819, 

1,230 veterans of Britain’s 18th and 19th century wars drew 

tickets for free land at the Perth Military Settlement. Nearly 

half of those men succeeded as backwoods settler-farmers 

and by 1820 about 700 (44%) of the 1,600 men 

enumerated in a census of Bathurst, Beckwith, Drummond 

(including Perth) and Elmsley Townships, were former 

soldiers. Over the following century, those soldier-settlers 

raised sons and grandsons, proud of their ancestors’ 

military traditions and service, who filled the ranks of local 

militia companies. 

 

Those militiamen were first called to active duty 

during the Mackenzie-Papineau Rebellion of 1837-1838. 

Under command of War of 1812 veteran and local 

magistrate Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Fraser (1789-

1872), 100 infantrymen from the 1st Lanark Regiment were 

posted at Gananoque to discourage a planned invasion 

from the United States by supporters of William Lyon Mackenzie (1795-1861).3 At the same time 

another 1812-1814 veteran, Perth storekeeper and distiller Captain Henry Graham (1794-1846), 

commanded the 1st Regiment’s Artillery Company, numbering 42 men, as they manned the guns 

at Fort Henry, Kingston, substituting for gunners of the Royal Artillery Regiment who had been 

ordered to service in Lower Canada.4 The volunteers endured a cold and uncomfortable winter 

but suffered no casualties. 

 

A quarter century later, a small number of men from Perth and area (probably less than a 

dozen in all) fought in the American Civil War (1861-1865). Only one of those seems to have paid 

the ultimate price. Norris McGregor Hamilton5, who had been born in Ramsay Township in 1824, 

but had emigrated to the United States in about 1860, died serving with the 96th Illinois Artillery 

at the Battle of Nashville, Tennessee, on December 16, 1864. 

  

During the Fenian Raids of 1866, 38 militiamen of the Perth Infantry Company and 45 

from the Perth Rifle Company, were brigaded with companies from Carleton Place, Almonte, 

Gananoque and Brockville to secure the border from Gananoque to Prescott. Once again, there 

was no fighting and no casualties.6 

 

In May 1870, Captain Thomas Scott (1841-1915), publisher of the Perth Expositor, and 

veteran of the Fenian call-up, took command of the 382 man 1st Ontario Rifles, part of Colonel 

(later Viscount) Garnet Wolseley’s (1833-1914) 1,450 man force sent to supress the Metis 

 
3 Forgotten Hero: Alexander Fraser, by Ron W. Shaw & M. E. Irene Spence (2012). 
4 See Perth’s Verbruggen Guns & The Legend of Crysler’s Farm, https://www.perthhs.org/documents/verbruggen-guns-narrative.pdf 

elsewhere on this website. 
5 The son of William Hamilton (1794-1882) and Janet McGregor (1800-1870). 
6 See Trouble on the Border: The Fenian Raids 1866-1871, https://www.perthhs.org/documents/trouble-fenian.pdf elsewhere on this 

website. 

Recruitment Poster trading on the battle 
honors of the 2nd Battalion CEF (42nd 

Lanark & Renfrew Regiment) 

https://www.perthhs.org/documents/verbruggen-guns-narrative.pdf
https://www.perthhs.org/documents/trouble-fenian.pdf


Resistance in Canada’s Northwest Territory7. Reinforced by the Provisional Battalion of Rifles, 

Scott’s command included at least 15 men from Perth. By the time Wolseley’s army reached 

Winnipeg, however, the ‘rebellion’ was over and there were no casualties among the Perth 

volunteers.8 

 

The first man from the Town of Perth to die in combat, Lieutenant Alexander Walker 

Kippen (b.1857), fell during the so-called Northwest Rebellion of 1885. He was serving with the 

Dominion Land Surveyors’ Intelligence Corps, part of a 7,700 man force led by Major General 

Frederick Middleton (1825-1898) against Louis Riel’s (1844-1885) provisional government in 

Manitoba. Kippen was killed in action at the Battle of Batoche on May 12, 1885. His body was 

returned to Perth and interred at Elmwood Cemetery.9 

 

The Second South African (Boer) War of 1899-1902 represented the first time men in 

Canadian uniforms, fighting in Canadian units, went to war beyond their own borders, and thus 

the first time Perth men died on a foreign battlefield. On February 18, 1900, Privates John Andrew 

Donegan (b.1878) and William Thomas Manion (b.1876), serving with the 2nd Battalion Royal 

Canadian Regiment (RCR), were killed in action at the Battle of Paardeberg Drift, on the Modder 

River, Orange Free State. Donegan and Manion were buried with other casualties of the battle in 

the Vendusie Drift Garden of Remembrance, near the battlefield.10 

 

 While Perth’s military tradition dated back more than century, in 1914 its experience of 

loss was minimal, only three of its sons had fallen in 98 years. That changed dramatically in World 

War One (WW1), and the first blow fell in April of 1915. 

________________________________ 

 

On August 21, 1914, just 17 days after Britain’s declaration of war, 138 men of the first 

active service draft from the 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Militia Regiment, mobilized and paraded 

through the streets of Perth to the CPR station. As they marched in step with the regimental band, 

under the provisional command of Captain William Hooper11 of Carleton Place, with the Union 

Jack and Regimental Colours waving, the citizens of Perth lined the sidewalks to applaud the 

brave boys who had shouldered arms on behalf of God, King, country, and empire. Among that 

contingent were at total of 14 men from Perth and its immediate environs. 

 

Private Arthur C. Brown (chauffer) 

Private George H. Cameron (hammerman) 

Private Frederick G. Carr (fireman) 

Private Edwin J. Fraser (decorator) 

Private William J. Joynt (painter) 

Private Roy McIntyre (laborer) 

Private W. J. McLean (dentist) 

 
7 Soon to become the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
8 See Thomas Scott: Publisher, Militia Officer, Politician, https://www.perthhs.org/documents/thomas-scott-shaw.pdf elsewhere on 

this website. 
9 See Death at Batoche, https://www.perthhs.org/documents/military/shaw-death-batoche-web2.pdf elsewhere on this website. 
10 See Bloody Sunday: Donegan & Manion at Paardeberg Drift, https://www.perthhs.org/documents/military/shaw-bloody-sunday-

web2.pdf elsewhere on this website. 
11 See ‘Afterword’ below. 

Private Victor G. Pearce (bank clerk) 

Private John Richardson (brick moulder) 

Lieutenant Clyde R. Scott (student) 

Private Archibald H. Sinclair (printer) 

Private Eric T. Spalding (express clerk) 

Sergeant Major William E. Wright (carpenter) 

Private W. J. Wright (bookkeeper)

https://www.perthhs.org/documents/thomas-scott-shaw.pdf
https://www.perthhs.org/documents/military/shaw-death-batoche-web2.pdf
https://www.perthhs.org/documents/military/shaw-bloody-sunday-web2.pdf
https://www.perthhs.org/documents/military/shaw-bloody-sunday-web2.pdf


 

When they reached the assembly and training encampment at Valcartier, Quebec, three 

of the Perth volunteers were assigned to other units12 while the remaining 11, along with the rest 

of the 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Regiment volunteers, were rolled into the Eastern Ontario 

Regiment. 

 

 
Canadian Expeditionary Force, 1st Battalion, 1st Brigade, Valcartier Camp, Quebec 

(Photo courtesy of the Canadian War Museum) 

 

At Valcartier the citizen soldiers were fitted out with uniforms, equipment and weapons 

and provided rudimentary training. A month later, on September 22nd, they boarded the 

S.S. Cassandra at Quebec City, and reached England on October 25th as part of a 30 ship 

convoy carrying 32,000 soldiers, the first Canadian troops to reach Europe.  

 

In the course of reorganization and further training in England, the 1st Canadian Division 

was created, comprised of three infantry brigades13, three artillery brigades, a cavalry squadron, 

divisional engineers, a cyclist company and supporting troops of the Canadian Army Service 

Corps (CASC) and the Canadian Army Medical Corps (CAMC). Total strength of the division 

amounted to 17,873 all ranks, with 4,943 horses. 

 

More than 100 men from 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Regiment, including the Perth 11, were 

combined with levies from the Governor General’s Foot Guards (Ottawa), the 16th (Prince 

Edward) Regiment, the 40th (Northumberland) Regiment, and the 41st (Brockville) Rifles to create 

the 2nd Battalion of the 1st Canadian Division’s 1st Infantry Brigade.14 Like all Canadian infantry 

battalions, the 2nd Battalion was organized in four companies with each company comprised of 

four platoons. In total the battalion numbered 44 officers and 1,083 other ranks. 

  

 
12 Two were commissioned as officers in other units and the third granted a medical discharge. Dental student William John McLean, 

born at Perth in 1890, the son of David McLaren and Isabella Gallagher, was sent for officers’ training, was commissioned a Lieutenant 

in November 1914, joined the CEF with the 130th Battalion, and was killed at Vimy Ridge in April 1917. Bank clerk Victor Pearce, born 

at Valetta, Malta, in 1876, the son of Major William and Jane Pearce, was granted a commission in the Royal Engineers in March 

1915. Private John Richardson (1889-1960), a brick moulder, the son of William Richardson and Jane Major, transferred to the 12th 

Battalion and, suffering from poor health, was assigned as an officer’s batman in March 1915, transferred to the 15th Battalion in May 

1915, and was shipped home as medically unfit for active service in August 1917. 
13 When the division left Valcartier it was composed of four infantry brigades, but in England, to bring the division into line with the 

British Army practice of only three brigades per division, it was reduced, and men of the 4th Brigade were re-distributed over the 
remaining three Brigades. 
14 Over the next four years, hundreds more Perth and Lanark County men followed the vanguard of August 1914 by enlisting primarily 

in the 130th and 240th Battalions. 

 



The Canadian 1st Division crossed the channel to France aboard the S.S. Blackwell on 
February 8, 1915. Ten days later they went into the trenches at Armentières, France, attached to 
a British unit for practical training. Then, on February 28th, the Canadians relieved the British 7th 
Division defending 6,000 meters of trench in front of Fleurbaix. The Division’s 2nd Infantry Brigade 
sustained about 100 casualties on March 7th as it secured the flank of a British assault on Neuve 
Chapell – but that day the 1st Infantry Brigade and the Perth men of its 2nd Battalion were in 
reserve. Relieved on March 27th, the Division went into reserve at Estaires, five miles behind the 
line, where it remained until it marched, from April 5th through 7th, across the rolling countryside 
of Flanders to the area of Cassel, about seventeen miles west of the Belgian village of Ypres. 
 

 
 

On April 17, 1915, the Canadian 1st Division replaced the 11th French Division in a section 

of front line defending Ypres, at a point where the Allied trenches pushed into the German line in 

a deep bulge or salient. Their center was held by the Division’s 2nd Infantry Brigade. On their 

right were two British divisions, and on their left two French colonial divisions, the 45th Algerian 

Tirailleurs and the African Light Infantry, holding the Langemark sector. To their front, the 

Germans held the higher ground from which they could fire into the allied trenches from the north, 

the south, and the east.  

 

The 1st Infantry Brigade remained in corps reserve at Vlamertinge, two and a half miles 

west of Ypres, until April 22nd when they were alerted for possible action in support an operation 

against Hill 60. Those orders were shortly cancelled, however, when the brigade was committed 

to action closer at hand. 

 

On the afternoon of April 22, the German Army launched its first gas attack of the war. 

Following an intensive artillery bombardment, they released 160 tons of chlorine gas from their 

position opposite Langemark, directed to the left of the Canadian section of the line. As the 

Germans advanced behind and through the gas, the Algerians were overcome, broke and fell 

back, coughing and gagging. Their retreat opened a 6.5 kilometer hole in the Allied line, forcing 

the Canadian division to defend its flank by extending, and thus thinning, its line to the left, and to 

occupy gas filled trenches.  

 

Before nightfall German troops had swept over the Franco-British trenches to the 

Canadian’s right and overrun an oak plantation called Kitchener’s Wood15 near the village of St. 

Julien, capturing four British guns. Nevertheless, even though engaged in their first action, the 

inexperienced Canadian troops managed to hold their section of the line until the attack stalled. 

The Germans had planned only a limited offensive and, without adequate reserves or protection 

against their own gas, were unable to immediately exploit the gap. Having advanced about three 

kilometers, they stopped and dug in. 

 
15 A rather loose translation of its actual name, ‘Bois-de-Cuisineres’. In 1915 Ypres lay in a French speaking region of Belgium. 



 

Through the night of 22-23 April, the 

Canadian troops fought to close the broken 

line and mounted several local 

counterattacks. The largest of these was an 

effort to drive the enemy out Kitchener’s 

Wood and retake the British guns.  
 

Kitchener’s Wood stood on a slight 

rise northwest of St. Julien, overlooking the 

Canadian positions. It offered cover from 

which, in the approaching dawn, German 

observers could direct artillery fire on the 

Allied salient. The 10th (Calgary, Alberta) and 16th (Victoria, British Columbia) Battalions of the 

3rd Infantry Brigade were ordered to seize the wood.  

 

At 11:50 p.m. 1,500 men formed up in a field under cover of darkness to avoid the German 

shelling, and then marched off across nearly a kilometer of open ground, in eight ranks at intervals 

of about 10 meters, in what one observer grimly described as “a manoeuvre not used since the 

War of 1812”. 

 

 With Kitchener’s Wood fainty visible as a dark silhouette in the moonless night, the 

advance covered about half the intervening distance before flares lit the sky and it was swept by 

a hurricane of machine-gun and rifle fire from German trenches along the south edge of the wood. 

Many of the men were felled by this first blast of fire. More went down as they struggled through 

a hedge-row but, breaking into the open again, the remainder charged forward on the run. 

Wielding rifle butt and bayonet, they captured and overran the trench, driving the German 

survivors back into the wood. Following in close pursuit, over unknown ground in the dark, the 

depleted ranks of the 10th and 16th Battalions fought the retreating Germans hand-to-hand, 

advancing nearly 1,000 meters into the trees. At about 3:00 a.m. they reported to 3rd Brigade HQ 

that they were in the wood, had re-captured the British guns and were in desperate need of 

reinforcements. 

 
At about 1:00 a.m. on April 23rd, as the attack on Kitchener’s Wood was still underway, 

Divisional HQ seconded the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 1st Brigade to assist the 3rd Brigade, 

intending that they should be sent, as needed, to plug gaps in the line. When he received word 

that the assault on Kitchener’s Wood had been successful, however, the 3rd Brigade commander, 

Brigadier-General Richard Turner16, sent the 2nd and 3rd Battalions forward as reinforcements to 

replenish the badly thinned ranks of the 10th and 16th Battalions. 

 
 
 
 

 
16 Later Lieutenant General Sir Richard Ernest William Turner, VC, KCB, KCMG, DSO, CD (1871-1961). Turner had prior 

experience in the South Africa (Boer) War but proved himself less than capable of command at the brigade and division level. The 
men under him suffered heavy losses at Ypres and in later battles until Turner was moved to administrative posts. 

German soldiers ignite chlorine gas cannisters near Langemark, 
Belgium, April 22, 1915 

(Photo courtesy of Getty/Hulton Archive) 



The initial success of the 10th and 16th Battalions at Kitchener’s Wood could not be 
sustained, however. Their charge over unknown ground in the dark had scattered its companies 
and platoons, many officers were among the casualties, and the lack of an established plan cast 
consolidation efforts into confusion. By 4:00 a.m. on the morning of Friday, April 23rd, there were 
fewer than 500 survivors of 10th and 16th Battalions. 
 

 
Second Battle of Ypres, a painting by Richard Jacks  

(Courtesy of the Canadian War Museum) 

 
As a supporting attack by the French on their left never materialized, the Canadian charge 

had created its own mini-salient. The surviving men of the 10th and 16th Battalions in Kitchener’s 
Wood were nearly a kilometer behind the German line and exposed to intense rifle and machine-
gun fire from three sides. When horses needed to remove the British guns failed to appear, the 
decision was taken blow up the artillery ammunition and fall back on the German trench they had 
captured an hour earlier. Before daylight most of the surviving Canadians had done so. They 
occupied the captured trench south and east of the wood, leaving a handful of men to hold the 
advanced line until the requested reinforcements arrived.  They reversed the trench parapet, and 
dug in. Sergeant James Larkin, a 42nd Regiment man from Renfrew, recalled that when he 
reached the trench among the 2nd Battalion reinforcements he found “the German dead were so 
numerous … that the Canadians piled the bodies as parapets”.17                    
 

On reaching the new line, the reinforcements from the 2nd and 3rd Battalions 

strengthened the flanks of the 10th and 16th. Two companies of the 2nd took up a position 

between remains of the 10th and 16th Battalions, with the 10th on their left and the 16th on their 

right, although a gap of 3,000 yards remained west of the 10th Battalion’s left flank. The remaining 

two companies of the 2nd occupied trenches to the right of the 16th Battalion. The 3rd Battalion’s 

four companies extended the line further to the right/east. 

 

 
17 Perth Courier, May 21, 1915. 



At about 4:00 a.m., as the position in the captured German trench was being consolidated, 

platoons from the 2nd and 3rd Battalions were ordered to advance beyond the trench and seize 

four German strongpoints along the edge of Kitchener’s Wood; Oblong Farm near the left/west 

end of the line, a redoubt at the southeast corner of the wood, a cluster of farm buildings between 

the wood and the center of the new line (designated Doxsee’s Farmhouse for Lieutenant William 

Doxsee18 who led the attacking platoon), and Alberta Farm on the right/east of the line. The 

assault on the redoubt failed with heavy loss of life, but the Germans were driven out of the other 

three objectives and the farms turned into Canadian outposts. 

 

 
 

 
18 Lieutenant William John Doxsee (1874-1915), born at Campbellford, Northumberland County, Ontario, son of Champion H. 

Doxsee (1845-1892) and Caroline Logon (1847-1898). Doxsee had previously served in South Africa with the Royal Canadian 
Regiment. In Flanders he sustained bayonet and gunshot wounds at the Battle of Neuve Chapelle in March 1915 and was killed in 
the farmhouse fight at Ypres on April 24, 1915. 



Alberta Farm, on the right, was captured at about 5:30 a.m. by No.15 platoon of the 2nd 

Battalion. Its brick cottage was soon better known as ‘Hooper’s Farmhouse’ for senior officer 

Captain William H. V. Hooper, the Carleton Place photographer who had led the 42nd Regiment’s 

first levy out of Perth just nine months earlier. Hooper’s command at the farmhouse included all 

11 of the Perth volunteers from that August 1914 contingent – including his second-in-command, 

Lieutenant Clyde R. Scott, his senior NCO, Sergeant Major William E. Wright, and nine other 

ranks. Hooper’s squad had been equipped with a machine gun and was ordered to hold the 

farmhouse ‘to the last’. 

 

As the farm buildings were in a 

commanding position, and blocked the most direct 

route for an attack on the village of St. Julien, the 

Germans made every effort to drive Hooper and 

his men out of the house. Twice between 6:00 and 

8:00 a.m. on Friday, April 23rd, they launched 

determined counter attacks. Fighting was intense 

and bloody but making skilled use of the machine 

gun Hooper’s platoon beat the enemy back each 

time. As fighting continued throughout the day, several prisoners were taken, and when the fight 

went on through the night of the 23rd-24th Hooper used a captured a flare pistol to illuminate the 

enemy each time they prepared to rush his position.  

 

However, at mid-morning on Saturday April 24th, a mass of German infantry emerged 

from the southern edge of Kitchener’s Wood and marched eastward across the front of the 2nd 

and 3rd Battalions, intent on outflanking their line and capturing St. Julien. The Canadian 

battalions immediately opened fire setting off a hellish firestorm of rifle, machinegun and artillery 

fire lasting several hours. At about 1:00 p.m., fearing that the 2nd Battalion would be cut off as 

the German’s gained ground, Brigade HQ ordered it to withdraw, but soon had to countermand 

the order when it became apparent no pullback across the intervening open ground was possible 

in daylight.  

 

By late morning, sweeping around and behind the farmhouse, the Germans had entered 

St. Julien. Hooper and his men were alternately digging and fighting, often engaged hand to hand 

with bayonets, as the enemy kept up a relentless attack on their outpost. The 2nd Battalion men 

were hungry, thirsty and in desperate need of ammunition, especially for the machine gun. 

Runners managed to deliver some resupply, while the men scavenged the bodies of their dead 

and wounded comrades for rifle ammunition or picked up Mausers taken from bodies of German 

soldiers. In a letter to his wife, written later from a prisoner of war camp in Germany, Captain 

Hooper recalled that, 

 

… we took a bush in front of our position and also a house. On the morning of the 

24th April I saw that we would be surrounded and sent back word to that effect. I got back 

word to hold the position at all costs. Later on in the morning I saw it was hopeless so 

reduced my garrison to 20 and later to 10 men and myself. We were well protected and 

held them off … 

 



Relating the events of April 23rd-24th in a letter home to his brother Tom, Private James 

Harty of Renfrew wrote that,  

 

We were in an old house. We had great fun that day. We could see the Germans and we 

sure gave them hell. We got orders to retreat. There were 35 in the house with Captain 

Hooper and only seven of us got away. The rest may have been killed or maybe they 

surrendered, but I do not think they did. Munro and myself were the only ones from 

Renfrew to get out of the house …19 

 

By mid-afternoon the farmhouse was fully surrounded and, in the letter to his wife, Captain 

Hooper explained that, 

 

… at 3:30 pm every one of the 11 of us were either dead or wounded and half an hour 

later our ammunition gave out. Once we stopped firing, they charged us in overwhelming 

numbers, and all was over. Ormsby20 saved my life two times but at last went down; 

Sinclair of Perth stuck with me after I was first wounded but he went down too. However, 

we know that we gave those in the rear time to entrench and that Cullings’21 Co. was saved 

from certain death.22  

 

When he was finally withdrawn to the reserve trenches, Private Edwin Fraser wrote home 

to his brother George at Perth, 

 

… we were in a house about 300 yards in front of the most advanced trenches … when 

the order came to retire as the French were falling back. We had to cross that 300 yards 

of ground under machinegun, rifle, and a perfect hail of shrapnel. Six of us out of the 21 

made it and it was all of the 42nd that held the house. Capt. Hooper was with us and was 

the last to leave the building.23 

 

Sergeant Thomas McClement24 of the 42nd Regiment and 2nd Battalion later provided his 

account of the April 1915 fight to the Perth Courier, 

 

 

 

 
19 Perth Courier, June 4, 1915. 
20 Lance Corporal William George Ormsby (Reg. No. 8407) was born in 1888 in County Carlow, Ireland. He was working as a 

railway timekeeper, apparently resident at Carleton Place or Almonte, when he enlisted in the CEF at Valcartier on September 22, 
1914. In addition to being a member of 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Regiment, Ormsby had previously served with the Scots Greys 
and the 1st Royal Dragoons in South Africa and India. He was unmarried when he signed-up and listed a sister living in Toronto as 
his next-of-kin, but on January 4, 1915, while the Canadian 1st Division was still training in England, he married a woman named 
Mary. Less than four months after his marriage, Lance Corporal Ormsby was killed at Hooper’s Farmhouse on April 24, 1915.   
21 Most of Culling’s 2nd Battalion Company was saved, but Captain Evelyn Claude Culling was killed on April 24, 1915, probably 

during the withdrawal from Kitchener’s Wood to the captured German trench. Born in 1898 on Cyprus, to Colonel J. C. Culling, 
Royal Army Medical Corps, Evelyn Culling had previously served with the Royal Munster Fusiliers and had enlisted in the CEF on 
September 22, 1914, with the first contingent draft from the Governor General’s Footguard (Ottawa). 
22 Perth Courier, October 8, 1915. 
23 Perth Courier, June 4, 1915, quoting a letter dated May 11, 1915, from Private Edwin Fraser to his brother George. 

24 Private Thomas McClement (1872-1944), born at Newboro, Leeds County, the son of Thomas McClement (1838-1915) and 

Margaret Barter (1839-1916), Reg. No.8471. Also see Footnote #31. 



The old 42nd charged and we took a bush in front of our position and a house and held our 

position for a time, but they were gradually making ground on us and would in time 

surround us so part of our number retired leaving Captain Hooper in the house with a 

bunch of men and Clyde Scott was also with him.   

 

It was not long before it was all up with the boys in the house, and they were taken but 

they held it long enough for us to reach a trench in the rear … He [Hooper] is the best 

captain ever.25    

 

By 4:00 p.m. only Hooper and perhaps two or three of his last 10 men were still alive and 

defending the house. All were severely wounded. Retreat to the main trench across open ground, 

swept by enemy fire, was impossible. They had waited too long.  

 

… exhausted and loaded with wounded, including Hooper who was nearly helpless, they 

set up their machine gun and awaited the enemy. Attacked from all sides, they put up a 

fierce fight, but fell one by one until no one was left.  Nearby units heard the battle raging, 

but firing became fainter and fainter, and then stopped.26  

 

Sergeant James Larkin of Renfrew recounted that, 

 

One of the pluckiest things was done by the machine gun teams of the Second Battalion. 

They occupied a cottage in broad daylight within the German lines and planted a machine 

gun, under Captain Hooper. Eventually they were driven out.27 

 

 In another letter to his wife, Captain Hooper recalled the final moments of the farmhouse 

fight at Ypres. 

 

About 12 of those boys fought like demons, and although I could do nothing but lay there 

[badly wounded], [they] kept me informed of what was going on. I remember Archie 

McIntyre [and] Borland28 getting ammunition off the dead boys in order to keep up their 

stock. We had a regular hell all our own for while, and then quietness … Archie and I were 

almost gone, Borland, McIntyre and Ormsby were gone … We heard shots and sometimes 

cries. Archie said, “My God, they are shooting down our wounded boys”.29  

 

Artillery support ceased, ammunition ran out, and their Ross rifles30 overheated and 

jammed. They had been issued orders to remove the bolts from the rifles of the dead and 

wounded before any withdrawal, but 

 
25 Perth Courier, October 8, 1915. 
26 Hell In Flanders Fields, by George H. Cassar (2010). 
27 Perth Courier, May 21, 1915. 

28 Private Robert John Boreland (Reg No. 8420) was born at Belfast, Ireland, in 1891. He was a laborer resident at either Almonte 

or Carleton Place and unmarried when he enlisted with the other 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Regiment men at Valcartier on 
September 22, 1915. Although Hooper’s letter implies Boreland died with the others at the farmhouse, he may have made it back to 
the trench line and fought on until April 26, 1915, the date of death recorded in his army records. 
29 Carleton Place Herald, April 24, 1917. 
30 When, at the time of the Boer War, Britain refused Canada a license to produce the .303 calibre Lee-Enfield infantry rifle, the 

Canadian government chose to produce its own weapon, the Model-10 Ross Rifle, designed and manufactured by Sir Charles 
Harvey Augusts Frederick Ross, 9th Baronet of Ross (1872-1942). The Canadian rifle was also a .303 calibre weapon, so that 



 

It was a sad commentary that it proved unnecessary in many instances where the bolt 

rings had been broken off by men who, in desperation, had tried to pry them open by using 

their [boot] heels or trenching tools …31 

 

The last stand of Perth’s 42nd Regiment men was a sideshow to a massive German effort 

to obliterate the entire Ypres salient. For the few survivors of the fight at Hooper’s Farmhouse, 

those who made it back to the captured trench, the battle went on. Another violent artillery 

bombardment was again followed by gas. This time the target was the Canadian line between 

Kitchener’s Wood and St. Julien where the yellow cloud rolled directly over the remains of the 2nd 

and 3rd Battalions. In his account, published in the Perth Courier, Private Thomas McClement 

described how,  

 

… we were banging away with all our might when we suddenly saw a great cloud similar 

to smoke come rolling towards us. We did not know what to make of it, but we had very 

little time to think before it was upon us, and our eyes started to smart and we could not 

get our breath, we were all choked up. In no time a great many of the boys went down.32 

 

In a horror show of bloody fighting, raked by shrapnel and machine-gun fire, handicapped 

by jammed Ross rifles, violently sick and gasping for air through muddy urine-soaked 

handkerchiefs and socks33, the Canadian battalions somehow held the line until British 

reinforcements reached them the following day. 

 

Although the Second Battle of Ypres went on for another month, what remained of the 

Canadian 1st Infantry Brigade was withdrawn from the line on April 26th and sent to rear.34 In a 

letter home to his daughter, Sergeant Major William Wright, told her, 

 
ammunition would be interchangeable with the British Army, but it proved to work poorly. Its high tolerances caused it to jam easily 
on the smallest amount of dirt, or on low-tolerance British manufactured cartridges and from overheating after only a few rapid-fire 
rounds. A design fault also made it susceptible to blow-back of the bolt so that it sometimes killed from both ends. At Ypres in 1915 
the men of the Canadian 1st Division grabbed Lee Enfields from every fallen British soldier they found and threw away their Ross 
rifle. Major T. V. Sudmore of the British Columbia Regiment, who was wounded and taken prisoner at Ypres, later wrote that “Those 
in the front line with that rifle will never forget … what it is like to be charged by the flower of the German Army … and be unable to 
fire a shot in return”.  
31 Hell in Flanders: Canadians at the Second Battle of Ypres, by George H. Casser (2010). 
32 Perth Courier, October 8, 1915. McClement, 42, was, almost certainly, not in fact a participant in, or eyewitness to, the fighting of 

April 22-26, 1915. His account is apparently second-hand, as gleaned from other men in the regiment, probably those evacuated for 

medical treatment in England. Although the Courier story stated that, “..his lungs and voice are greatly impaired, and he speaks like 

one with a heavy cold, and his eyes are affected—such is the effect of the gas … he walks with a decided limp as a result of the 

bullet wounds” and went on to quote McClement as saying “I will recover from my wounds but that gas, that‘s the worst yet”, his 

CEF service and medical records (Library & Archives Canada) tell another story. While the 42nd Regiment was fighting at Ypres as 

part of the 2nd Battalion (22-26 April 1915), McClement was a patient in the Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley, Hampshire, England 

(10-27 April 1915). In fact, McClement spent most of his time between January and July 1915 in a series of army hospitals 

undergoing treatment for pneumonia, phlebitis, thrombosis of the femoral vein, rheumatism, neurasthenia, pleurisy, chest pains and 

headaches … he was never gassed and there is no record of gunshot wounds or a limp. The Courier interview with McClement also 

ranked him a Sergeant, although his service record shows he was never more than a Corporal, and after less than a month at that 

rank he was broken back to Private for going AWOL. McClement was ordered home to Canada in July 1915, briefly listed as a 

deserter in August and then discharged as medically unfit for service in September 1915. McClement was familiar with events of the 

Battle of Kitchener’s Wood and Hooper’s Farmhouse, but he was not present. He was a yarn-spinner. 
33 Although ammonia in the urine had some minor effect in neutralizing chlorine gas, the effectiveness of these ad hoc ‘gas masks’ 

was extremely limited. 
34 In April 1915, despite repeated attempts, the Germans achieved no further advance beyond the line where the Canadian 1st 

Division stopped them near St. Julien. The allies, however, failed to recover ground lost to the German advance of 22-25 April until 
their offensives at the 3rd Battle of Ypres (aka the Battle of Passchendaele) in July-November 1917.  



 

… we were certainly in the thick of it as the casualty list will show when it is fully made out. 

We went into that scrap over ten hundred strong and came out with about 350, the 

remainder being either killed, wounded, or missing.  

 

I have not written anything about our own little bunch because I could not say for sure 

whether they are among the killed, the wounded or the missing. I only know that Arthur 

Brown, Ed Fraser, and myself are the only ones of whom we have any account at the 

present time, and of the whole lot who enlisted with the 42nd at Valcartier [138 men] there 

is only about 20 or 25 of whom we have any trace outside of those who are known to be 

in hospitals wounded … 

 

Probably the people at home will have come to a slight realization of what a gigantic 

struggle this really is, and is likely to be ...35   

 

Each week through June 1915 the 

Perth Courier published letters from 

young men who had so proudly marched 

down Gore Street, with flags waving, just 

nine months earlier. Private Arthur Brown 

wrote to his brother James,36 

 

Just a line to let you know the sad 

news. There is Bill Wright, Eddie 

Fraser and myself left out of the 

bunch that came from Perth. It is 

awful, Jim, I know but it is true and 

there is no use holding back the 

truth. I was talking to Bill Wright 

and Eddie Fraser last night and 

they said they would not write 

home anything about it and then I 

said I guess I had better not either. 

But what is the use? You have to 

learn the truth sooner or later. Just 

break the news lightly …37 

 

In a similar vein, Private Edwin Fraser wrote to his brother George38…  

 

 

 

 
35 Perth Courier June 11, 1915. 
36 James Brown (b.1886). 
37 Perth Courier June 11, 1915. 
38 George Fraser (1866-1935), manager of the soap division at the Perth Wampole factory. 

The Ypres Salient. The shaded area indicates ground captured by 
German forces between April 22 and May 22, 1915. 



No doubt you have heard all about our first big fight around Ypres … of which I will not 

say anything except that we have done our duty as British soldiers … Perth was hit pretty 

hard. Scotty Cameron was killed the morning of the 22nd, Clyde Scott, Will Joynt, Archie 

Sinclair, Eric Spalding, Fred Carr and Roy McIntyre are among the missing. W. Wright, 

who used to work at the Hotel Cecil, was slightly wounded …  

 

Some of our boys will take the oath that they saw Germans bayoneting our wounded and 

the devils crucified one of the 16th Battalion, driving bayonets through his arms and legs 

in a doorway. Co. Sergeant Wright, and myself are all that is left of the Perth bunch …39 

 

Of the 11 men from 42nd Regiment who marched out of Perth in August 1914 to serve in 

the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry Brigade of Canadian Expeditionary Force, six were dead and two 

more were wounded, one of whom was also a prisoner of war. All had fallen in just 48 hours in or 

near Hooper’s Farmhouse. 

 

Clyde Rutherford Scott – Wounded POW 

 

Captain William Hooper’s second in command at the farmhouse 

was Lieutenant Clyde Rutherford Scott. Born at Perth in 1893, he was a 

son of the manse. His father, Rev. Alexander Hugh Scott (1853-1931), 

was minister at Perth’s St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. His mother 

was the former Agnes Schuyler Greenshields (1856-1986).  Scott was 

educated at Perth Public School and the Perth Collegiate Institute and 

was studying to be a mining engineer at Queen’s University when he 

enlisted with the CEF on September 22, 1914, at Valcartier. He had been 

commissioned a Lieutenant in the 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Regiment 

and continued to serve at that rank with 2nd Battalion.40 

 

When the Perth Courier published the official Militia Department casualty list for officers 

on April 30, Lieutenant Clyde Scott was named among the wounded and missing. However, on 

May 7, two weeks after he was last seen at Hooper’s Farmhouse on April 23rd, the Courier further 

reported he had been killed,  

 

Following the announcement that our young townsman, Lt. Clyde R. Scott, had been 

wounded in the Battle of Langmark, and was also missing, came a telegram from 

Congleton, Cheshire, England, from an unknown source41, to Mayor Grant42, that Clyde 

had been killed in the battle.  

 

 

 
39 Perth Courier, June 4, 1915. 
40 Clyde Scott’s brother, Ronald Russell Scott (1889-1950), also served in WW1. Ronald Scott, a graduate of the University of 

Toronto, was Medical Superintendent at Western Hospital, Montreal, when he enlisted in 1914 with No.2 Casualty Clearing Hospital 
and was gazetted a Lieutenant in the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC). 
41 The source of this cable proved to be Major William Beattie (1873-1943), Chaplain to the 1st Infantry Brigade, who had shared a 

tent with Clyde Scott at Valcartier and in England. 
42 John Allan Grant (1856-1941), Perth Mayor (1913-1915). 



This came as a great shock to the people of the town, and was especially so to the parents, 

Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Scott. Cablegrams passed to and from London, but up to this time the 

sad news has been unconfirmed by the war office. There is a bare possibility that the fatal 

news may not be sustained, but the doubt is a small one. The Town Hall and other flags 

have been flying at half mast since the first cablegram out of respect to the young soldier.43 

 

In its next edition, a week later, the Courier reported that the fight at Kitchener’s Wood had 

also claimed the life of Sergeant Major William E. Wright. As both Scott and Wright were members 

of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, a joint memorial service there was announced for Sunday 

May 23rd. Asbury Methodist, Knox Presbyterian, and the Baptist Church all cancelled their 

evening services, and their congregations filled St. Andrew’s to capacity, requiring “much extra 

seating accommodation be provided”44. A few hours before the service was to begin, however, 

although the death of Lieutenant Clyde Scott was,  

 

… understood to have been made officially certain, glad news was received by cable to 

his father, Rev. A. H. Scott, that his son was a German prisoner … and, although wounded, 

was recovering. This news soon spread around Perth and caused general rejoicing.45  

 

When the ammunition ran out and the final German assault overwhelmed the farmhouse 

rearguard, only Lieutenant Scott and Captain Hooper were still alive, but both were severely 

wounded and taken prisoner. Scott had been, 

 

… wounded in both hips, the left knee, and from a shrapnel wound in the left eye46 … 

mistaken for dead he lay wounded in a pile of corpses47 until a curious dog drew a German 

soldier’s attention to [him]48 …  

 

He was given no attention for nearly three weeks. Without giving a bandage he was taken 

to a train and remained on it for the four days run to Paderborn, Prussia. For two weeks 

he was supposed to be in a dying condition in one hospital. Removed to another hospital, 

surgeons extracted two chunks of shrapnel from his body, 27 pieces of shrapnel bone 

were taken from one part of the wounded frame and 17 from another part. After these 

operations he lay for some months with a 25 pound weight to his leg.49  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
43 Perth Courier, May 7, 1915. 
44 Perth Courier May 28, 1915. 

45 Ibid. 
46 Claim for Compensation, December 5, 1931, - Great War project, Maltreatment of Prisoners of War 

http://www.canadiangreatwarproject.com/pow/reparationsP042.asp 
47 Canadian Encyclopedia https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/timeline/ontario 
48 Ottawa Citizen October 2, 2012. 

49 Perth Courier, February 2, 1917, quoting a letter from Scott to his parents. 

http://www.canadiangreatwarproject.com/pow/reparationsP042.asp
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/timeline/ontario


After nearly two years as a POW at Paderborn, Krefeld and Heidelberg, Germany, during 

which time he was promoted to the rank of Acting Captain, Scott was released into internment at 

Murren, Switzerland,50 in December 1916. At Murren he found Captain Hooper, whom he had not 

seen since the farmhouse fight, and they became room-mates at the Palace Hotel. Hooper had 

also spent the previous two years as a POW in Germany, until released into Swiss custody. At 

Murren both underwent further medical treatment and Scott made the best of his time in 

internment by enrolling in “a motor class with a view of becoming proficient in the handing of the 

auto”51. 

 

On September 10, 1917, Acting Captain Clyde Scott was repatriated to England and, nine 

days later, invalided home to Canada, sailing on the Canadian Army hospital ship HMHS 

Llandovery Castle.52 Upon his return, Scott’s medical exam found his extensive injuries to be 

“severe and permanent” and that he was “unfit for general service”. He was however considered 

capable of continued service on the home front. 

 

In December 1917 he was appointed Adjutant, Military Hospitals Commission of Canada 

(M.H.C.C.), District No.3 (Kingston), and in April 1918 promoted full Captain and Adjutant, Military 

District No.3. In March 1918 Scott was promoted to the rank of Major and a year later transferred 

to duty as District No. 3 Records Officer. In May 1919, he was appointed Inspector of Records for 

Eastern Canada.  

 

Major Clyde Scott was struck off the strength of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in July 

1920 and entered on the General List (Regular Army) with his militia rank of Major confirmed. In 

1933 he was appointed Military Secretary of the Department of National Defence at the rank of 

Lieutenant Colonel. 

 

Clyde Scott married Mary Purvis Derbyshire (1892-1986)53 at Ottawa on April 25, 1927. 

They had one child, Barbara Ann Scott (1928-2012) who became a figure skating phenomenon. 

Widely known as ‘Canada’s Sweetheart’, she was an Olympic Games gold medalist (1948), twice 

World Champion (1947 & 1948), twice European Champion (1947 & 1948) and four-time 

Canadian National Champion (1944-45-46-48). 

 

 Lieutenant Colonel Clyde Rutherford Scott died, aged 48 years, on September 4, 1941, 

during a visit to Prescott, Ontario. He was buried in Oakland Cemetery, Brockville, Ontario. 

 

 

 

 
50 From 1916 on, Switzerland opened its borders to a select number of sick or injured prisoners of war from Germany, France, Belgium, 

and Britain. Based on agreements with the belligerent nations – who paid the costs – the prisoners were interned and received medical 

treatment in sanatoria and hotels mainly in Alpine tourist locations, thus supporting an industry lying idle. To be sent to Switzerland 

the wounded had to have been a prisoner for over 18 months, suffer a disability that would negate their further military service or 

suffer deteriorating mental health. 
51 Perth Courier, February 2, 1917. 
52 A year later, on June 27, 1918, HMHS Llandovery Castle, on a return voyage from Halifax to Liverpool, was sunk by a German 

submarine. Among the 234 crew and Canadian Army Medical Corps (CAMC) members who drowned that night were three Lanark 
County natives. See HMHS Llandovery Castle: War Crimes Strike Close To Home, found elsewhere on this site at 
https://www.perthhs.org/documents/hmhs-llandovery-castle.pdf . 
53 Daughter of John Alvin Derbyshire (1870-1931) and Caroline Louisa Purvis (1869-1936). 

https://www.perthhs.org/documents/hmhs-llandovery-castle.pdf


William Edward Wright – Survived 

 

The senior 2nd Battalion NCO in the firefight at Hooper’s 

Farmhouse was Sergeant Major William Edward Wright (Reg. No. 8395). 

Born at Perth in 1868, he was the son of Benjamin Wright (1835-1898) 

and Ellen (Helen) Croskery (1839-1927). Wright was a long-time member 

of the 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Regiment and enlisted with the CEF at 

Valcartier on September 22. 1914. In civilian life was a carpenter. He had 

married Grace Golightly Gallagher (1867-1946) in 1893 and was the 

father of three daughters and a son.54 

 

A week after the Perth Courier announced the death of Lieutenant 

Clyde Scott, it reported that the fight at Kitchener’s Wood had also 

claimed the life of Sergeant Major William E. Wright. 

 

Perth was again in gloom last Monday when the message was received of the killing in 

action of one of Perth’s best military officers in the person of Sergeant Major William E. 

Wright. His last words to a close friend were: “Well George, I may never see you again, 

but I am going to the front to do my best”.55 

 

The service at St. Andrew’s had been planned as a joint memorial for both Wright and 

Scott, so when last minute word came through that Scott was in fact alive, the service went 

forward in honor of Wright alone. 

 

With certainty it was the most sincere and impressive service which has ever occurred in 

town. The church was appropriately decorated throughout with black and purple draping 

and the pulpit was covered by the Union Jack … Capt. the Reverend D. C. McIntosh56, 

Chaplain of the 42nd Lanark and Renfrew Regiment, had charge of the service …  

 

The Citizen’s Band, of which Sgt.-Major Wright had been a popular, prominent, and 

capable member for many years, paraded to the Church before the service playing the 

Dead March and after the service ‘In the Sweet Bye and By’.57 

 

Wright was duly grieved, honored, and memorialized by his hometown, but even as the 

service was underway confusion swirled around his actual fate. In the same edition in which the 

Courier detailed Wright’s memorial service, it also reported that his, 

 

 

 

 

 
54 Mary Ellen Wright (1896-1930), Anna Millicent Wright (1897-1987), Grace Wilhelmina Wright (1899-1972), Benjamin Charles 

Wright (1903-1921). 
55 Perth Courier May 14, 1915. 
56 Pastor at Zion Congregational Church, Lanark, and 42nd Regiment Chaplin from 1908. 
57 Perth Courier May 28, 1915. Wright was a Citizen’s Band member for 54 years, 1892-1946. 



… wife and family have for some time been lamenting the reported death in action of 

Sergeant Major W. E. Wright, which was supposed to have occurred last month, but Mrs. 

Wright received a card dated May 8th stating he was alive and well. Mr. N. E. Dodds58 

also received a card with a similar date thereon. The whole affair is shrouded in mystery, 

but everyone has hope the good news is true.59 

 

Over the latter part of May it emerged, through letters home from the front, that Sergeant 

Major William Wright had led the few survivors who made the dash, through a 300 meter hail of 

lead and shrapnel, from Hooper’s Farmhouse back to the captured German trench. That the Militia 

Department had told Grace Gallagher-Wright her husband was dead, can only be put down to the 

fog of war. Regimental records show that Wright was indeed reported ‘killed in action’ “from base 

by telegram” as late as May 8, 1915, fully two weeks after the Canadian 1st Division had been 

withdrawn from the line at Ypres, and that error was not corrected in his file until June 24, 1915, 

seven weeks later. 

 

Wright emerged from the fighting at Ypres 

unscathed but, even for much younger men than the 

49-year-old Sergeant Major, the muddy, cold, rat and 

lice infested trenches could be as dangerous as enemy 

shell-fire. In January-February 1916 influenza and 

‘muscular rheumatism’ put him in hospital at Boulogne 

and he was hospitalized again in January 1917 

suffering from myalgia. In May that year Wright was 

sent back to England for treatment and after a series of 

hospital stays at Liverpool and Buxton, he was 

repatriated to Canada. Sergeant Major William E. 

Wright was medically discharged from military service 

at Fort Henry, Kingston, on October 27, 1917.  

 

Following the war, Wright returned to Perth 

where he lived the remainder of his life, dying in 1960 

at the age of 92. He was buried in Elmwood Cemetery.  

 

George Hamilton ‘Scotty’ Cameron - KIA 

 

Born in 1881 and known to his 2nd Battalion comrades as ‘Scotty’ for his Clydeside accent, 

Private George H. Cameron (Reg. No. 8422) was a native of Glasgow, Scotland, the son of Mrs. 

Elizabeth N. Cameron.  

 

Before joining the 42nd (Lanark & Renfrew) Regiment at Perth, Ontario, Cameron had 

served four years with his local militia company in Glasgow. He was unmarried, and when he 

enlisted with the CEF at Valcartier on September 22, 1914, he gave his occupation as 

‘hammerman’ (presumably indicating that he worked in a Perth foundry). During his service with 

the 2nd Battalion, Cameron was something of a problem soldier. Between January and March 

 
58 Norman Edward Dodds (1882-1954), Perth grocer, later partner of J. E. Erwin in the milling business. 
59 Perth Courier May 28, 1915. 



1915, he had gone AWOL twice and a few days before he died, he had been sentenced to a year 

at hard labor for theft.  

 

Private George Cameron, age 34, was killed at the farmhouse on April 23-24, 1915. 

 

 

Frederick George Carr – KIA 

 

Private Frederick G. Carr (Reg. No. 8425) was born at Perth in 

1892, the son of Francis ‘Frank’ Carr (1861-1901) and Catherine ‘Kate’ 

Arkinson (1866-1952). When he enlisted with CEF at Valcartier on 

September 22, 1914, Carr gave his occupation as ‘fireman’. The 1911 

census recorded his occupation as ‘steamfitter’ at a ‘medicine factory’, so 

he probably worked in the steam plant at the Henry K. Wampole Company 

Ltd. He was unmarried. 

 

Private Fred Carr, age 23, was killed in action at Hooper’s 

Farmhouse on April 23-24, 1915. 

 

 

William J. Joynt - KIA 

 
Private William J. Joynt (Reg. No. 8455) was born in 1884 to 

Christopher Joynt (1827-1906) and Mary Ann Patterson (1846-1992), in 
Burgess Township, Leeds County. Before the war he worked as a painter 
at Perth and was unmarried.  He had attended 42nd Regiment training 
camps over a number of years and enlisted with the CEF at Valcartier on 
September 22, 1914.  

 
Private Joynt, age 31, was killed in action at the farmhouse fight 

on April 23-24, 1915. 
 

 

Roy McIntyre - KIA 

 

Private Roy McIntyre (Reg. No. 8477) was born in 1890 at Clyde 

Forks, Lavant Township, the son of John Yuill McIntyre (1861-1911) and 

Margaret Ann Rankin (1864-1911). He had served with the 42nd 

Regiment for a number of years and was unmarried, a laborer and a 

resident of Lanark Village, when he enlisted with the CEF at Valcartier on 

September 22, 1914.  

 
Private McIntyre, age 25, was killed in action at Hooper’s 

Farmhouse sometime on April 23-24, 1915. 
 



 
The St. Julien ‘Brooding Soldier’ Memorial commemorates the 1st Canadian Division during the Second Battle of Ypres 

(Photo courtesy of battlefields.co.uk - NELS) 

 
 
Archibald H. Sinclair - KIA 

 
Private Archibald H. Sinclair (Reg. No. 8499), the son of Peter 

Richmond Sinclair (1867-1929) and Margaret E. Hillis (1866-1941) was 

born at Perth in 1889. Until he enlisted with the CEF on September 22, 

1915, at Valcartier, Sinclair had worked as a printer. He was unmarried.  

 
In the days immediately following the fight at Hooper’s 

Farmhouse, the army first reported Sinclair as missing and then as 
wounded and a prisoner of war at Magdeburg, Germany, before finally 
registering him “for official purposes presumed to have died” between the 
22nd and 26th April 1915.   

 
Private Archibald Sinclair, age 26, was killed at the farmhouse fight on 23-34 April 1915. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eric Tosh Spalding – KIA 

 

Private Eric Tosh Spalding (Reg. No. 8503), the son of William 

Roderick Spalding (1857-1908) and Annie Tosh (1863-1933), was born 

at Perth in 1895. With three years service in the 42nd Regiment, he was 

unmarried and working as an ‘express clerk’ when he enlisted with the 

CEF at Valcartier on September 22, 1915.  

 
Initially reported as missing, Private Eric Spalding, age 20, was 

later listed as killed in action at Hooper’s Farmhouse on April 23-24, 
1915. 

 

William Wright - Wounded 

 

Private William Wright (Reg. No. 8511), not to be confused with Sergeant Major William 

Edward Wright, was born at Leigh (Manchester), Lancashire, England in 188460, the son of 

William Wright (b.1853) and Lucy Bagshaw (1849-1916). He married Clara Alice Dobson (1883-

1953) at Burnley, Lancashire, England on May 29, 1906, and was the father of three children61. 

 

In England, Wright had served with the 2nd Battalion of the Lancashire Regiment and 

when he moved to Perth and became bookkeeper at the Hotel Cecil62, he joined the 42nd 

Regiment. He enlisted with the CEF at Valcartier on September 23, 1914. 

 

On April 23, 1915, at the farmhouse or during the withdrawal to the captured German 

trench, Private Wright sustained a gunshot wound to his upper right arm. After treatment in the 

field and rehabilitation in England he returned to duty. 

 

Private William Wright, age 31, survived the fight at Hooper’s Farmhouse, but was killed 

in action on June 6, 1916, at the Battle of Mount Sorrel as the Canadian 1st Division once again 

fought to hold the Ypres Salient. 

 

Arthur Ernest Brown - Survived 

 

Private Arthur E. Brown (Reg. No. 8419), son of Alexander 

Robertson Brown (1867-1937) and Marion Duncan Taylor (1867-1937), 

was born in Perth in 1894. Until he enlisted with the CEF at Valcartier on 

September 22, 1914, he was working at Lanark Village as a mechanic 

and chauffer of the Victoria Hotel bus. His brothers James Brown (1886-

1963) and George M. Brown (b.1888) also served in France with the CEF.  

 
Brown was one of the few who made it back to the relative safety 

of the captured German trench from Hooper’s Farmhouse.  He continued 
to soldier in France with the 2nd Battalion and then with 1st Division Motor 

 
60 Wright gave his date of birth as January 5, 1887, on his enlistment papers but he was more likely born in 1884. 
61 Alfred (1906-1978), Mary Alice (1908-1960), Elizabeth (1911-2001). 
62 Located at 64 Gore Street East the Hotel Cecil had been the Hotel McCallum (1857-1868), then the Allan House (1869-1911) and 

finally the Hotel Cecil. Prohibition drove the Hotel Cecil out of business in 1916. 



Supply Column until he was incapacitated by influenza and bladder stones and discharged as 
‘medically unfit’. He was repatriated to Canada in November 1916.  

 
After the war Brown returned to Lanark. He married Margaret May McCurdy (1900-1986) 

in 1922 and fathered two children63. He worked as chauffer for Thomas Boyd Caldwell (1856-
1932), mill owner, MP, and paymaster of the 42nd Regiment, operated a bakery 1919-1931 and 
then served for 20 years as Postmaster at Lanark Village.  

 
Arthur Brown died, aged 58 years, at Perth in 1952 and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery 

(Plot C-2-92). 
 

Edwin Johnston Fraser - Survived 

 

Private Edwin J. Fraser (Reg. No. 8440), a painter and 

paper hanger, was born at Perth in 1881, the son of Archibald 

Fraser (1845-1899) and Catherine Murphy (1843-1923) of 

Burgess Township. Fraser had been a member of the 5th Royal 

Scots Militia Regiment (Montreal) and had prior active service 

with the 3rd Canadian Mounted Rifles in the South African (Boer) 

War of 1899-1902. He joined the 42nd Regiment in 1908 and 

enlisted with the CEF on September 22, 1914, at Valcartier. 

 

Fraser escaped the fighting at the 2nd Battle of Ypres and Hooper’s Farmhouse unscathed 

but was gassed at Loos in July 1917 and suffered gunshot wounds to his chest, right hand, right 

arm, and face in September 1918 at the Battle of Canal du Nord. He survived the war, however, 

and in 1919 opened an interior decorating business at Perth in partnership with a fellow veteran 

John V. Patterson.64 In the post-war years Fraser was active in creating and advancing the 

agenda of the Great War Veterans’ Association.  

 

Edwin J. Fraser died at Toronto, aged 65, in 1946. 

________________________ 

 

The bodies of Cameron, Carr, Joynt, McIntyre, Sinclair, and Spalding were never 
recovered65 and, in the absence of graves, they are all remembered on the ‘Menin Gate Memorial 
to the Missing’ at Ypres, Belgium. Their names are also inscribed in the ‘Books of Remembrance’, 
kept in the Memorial Chamber of the Canadian Parliament Buildings, and all are named on the 
gates of the Great War Memorial Hospital at Perth, except McIntyre whose name appears on the 
plaque at Clyde Memorial Park, Lanark. 

 
63 Margaret ‘Betty’ (1924-2015) and Arthur G. (1929-1948). 
64 John Vincent Patterson (1889-1954), born in Bathurst Township, the son of James Patterson (1844-1915) and Theresa Louisa 

Tovey (1859-1951), enlisted with the 130th Overseas Battalion at Perth in November 1915 and served with the 3rd Battalion 
Canadian Infantry in France from May 1917 to the end of the war. He was slightly wounded in March 1918 and more seriously in 
August 1918. Returning to Perth after the war he married Margaret Helena McEwan (1898-1967) in 1921 and emigrated to the 
United States in 1925. He died in 1954 at Dearborn, Michigan. 
65 Nor was that of Private William Wright who was killed later at the Battle of Mount Sorrell. 



 

In the fighting 
around Langemark, St. 
Julien and Kitchener’s 
Wood, on 22-25 April 1915, 
6,035 Canadians, one man 
in every three, became a 
casualty. More than 2,000 
of those were killed. 

 
By war’s end 

61,000 Canadians had 
been killed and 172,000 
wounded. Of those killed, 
at least 100 were from 
Perth and district.66 

 
As the 42nd 

Regiment men of the 2nd 
Battalion were fighting in 
and around Hooper’s 
Farmhouse, Canadian wounded were receiving preliminary treatment at an Advanced Dressing 
Station (ADS) in a bunker dug into a dyke along the Yser Canal, at the hands Major John McCrae 
(1872-1918), Medical Officer of the 1st Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery. A few days later, on May 
3rd, as the fighting along the salient continued, McCrae composed his famous poem In Flanders 
Fields.67 

___________________________ 

 

Afterword 

 

No account of the ‘farmhouse fight’ at Kitchener’s Wood would be 

complete without some further mention of Captain William Henry Vickers 

Hooper, the man around whom the Perth men rallied until their rifles 

jammed or their ammunition ran out, and they were overwhelmed and 

killed. 

 

William Hooper was born at Plymouth, Devon, England, in 1880, 

the son of Joseph Richard Vickers Hooper (1860-1942) and Caroline 

Ellen Crossman (1862-1921). At age three, he emigrated with his family 

who settled in Ottawa where his father worked as stone mason. 

 

 
66 There are 76 names on the gate plaque and in the Book of Remembrance at the Great War Memorial Hospital in Perth, another 

11 on the Lanark Village War Memorial, and others remembered on nearby township, church, school, and other memorials. See 
https://www.perthhs.org/documents/military-memorial-plaques.pdf elsewhere on this website. 
67 McCrae was born in Guelph, Ontario, and died of pneumonia on January 28, 1918, while commanding No. 3 Canadian General 

Hospital (McGill) at Boulogne. He wrote In Flanders Fields for his friend Lieutenant Alexis Helmer (1894-1915) who had been killed 
on May 2nd during the fighting at Ypres. 

Menin Gate Memorial to The Missing 

https://www.perthhs.org/documents/military-memorial-plaques.pdf


Vickers moved to Carleton Place in 1901 and married Beckwith Township native Mable 
McNeely (1879-1952) in 1905, with whom he had five children.68 At Carleton Place he owned a 
photographic studio and worked as a ‘Commercial Traveller’ for the Perrins Biscuit Company of 
London, Ontario. 

  
Prior to joining the 42nd Regiment in about 1906, and then enlisting with the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force in 1914, Hooper had seen active service in the South African (Boer) War in 
1900 with the Royal Canadian Regiment. He was awarded the Queen’s Medal with clasps for 
Johannesburg, Cape Colony and Orange Free State. In the space for ‘Distinguishing Marks’ on 
his CEF enlistment papers, there is a note that he had “powder burns, left of face”. 

 
When he led No.15 platoon of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry Brigade, into the farmhouse 

that acquired his name for those few dramatic days in April 1915, William Hooper was 35 years 

of age. In the fight to hold the house as a strongpoint, Hooper’s 1919 discharge medical 

examination shows that he sustained gunshot wounds to his left hip and right thigh and shrapnel 

wounds in his right leg before the position was overrun and he was taken prisoner. In an item 

reporting Hooper’s status as a POW in 1916, the Ottawa Citizen noted that,  

 

… every man who fought under him and who lived to tell the tale, says they never saw 

anything to equal his pluck and bravery, and besides thinking at all times of the welfare of 

his men.69 

 

Hooper was incarcerated for two years in German POW camps at Manz, Friesberg and 

Heidelberg before he was released into Swiss custody in December 1916. Records of his medical 

treatment in Switzerland note that, in addition to his physical wounds, he suffered a “severe 

nervous breakdown”, was nervous and excitable, exhibited tremors in his fingers, had blackouts, 

and severe headaches, and showed epileptic-like symptoms. While the term ‘Shell Shock’ does 

not appear in the medical file, the farmhouse fight had clearly left Hooper suffering from Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  

 

During his time in Switzerland Hooper served as paymaster for British troops interned 

there and was promoted to the rank of Temporary Substantive Major. 

 

Repatriated to England in August 1918, William Hooper was returned to Canada for further 

medical treatment in September and discharged as ‘medically unfit for active service’ at Kingston 

in October 1919 at the rank of Captain. On his return to Carleton Place, he was appointed 

Postmaster in 1920, a position he held until 1950. In 1923 he was elected to a one-year term as 

town Mayor. He became a leading figure in the local Great War Veterans’ Association and the 

Royal Canadian Legion and was a lifetime member of the ‘Empire Veterans of South Africa’ and 

the ‘Second Battalion Originals’. The Carleton Place chapter of the Imperial Order of the 

Daughters of the Empire (IODE) is named the ‘Captain Hooper Chapter’ in his honor. 

 
Captain William Hooper died in 1968, aged 88 years, at Sunnybrook Veterans Hospital, 

Toronto, and was buried in Pinegrove Cemetery, Carleton Place.  

 
68 Mary Lillian (1906-1907), Mary Kathleen (1908-1986), Marjory Evelyn (1910-1983), Mable Caroline Christine (b.1912), and 

Michael C. (b.1913) 
69 Ottawa Citizen, March 4, 1916. 



____________________________ 
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