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Bell, Charles Napier (1854-1936)  

Businessman, Historian - Born at Perth in 1854, the son of James 

Bell (1817-1904) and his first wife Jane Judd (1818-1864), Charles 

Bell’s father was the Registrar of Lanark County and his grandfather, 

Reverend William Bell (1780-1857), the first minister to serve the early 

Perth settlement.  

At the age of twelve, during the Fenian invasion threats of 1866, Bell 

served as a bugler with the Perth Rifle Company. Four years later he 

again enlisted as a bugler, this time with the Colonel Garnet Wolseley 

(1833-1913) expedition sent against Louis Riel (1844-1885) and the 

Metis of Manitoba. Like many young men who went west with Wolseley, 

Bell did not return to Ontario.  

He spent 1872-1873, hunting and trading along the Saskatchewan River and, on his return to 

Manitoba, wrote a detailed report on the area at the request of fellow Perth native, Lieutenant-

Governor Alexander Morris (1826-1889). 

From 1874 Bell worked as a CPR Customs Agent at Winnipeg. In 1886 he became Secretary 

Treasurer of the Winnipeg Grain Exchange and, the next year, was hired to be Secretary of 

the Winnipeg Board of Trade. Charles Bell had various business interests in Manitoba and was 

secretary of the 1891 Winnipeg Industrial Exhibition. 

As a young man, Bell was an athlete of some note and was famous for skating from 

Winnipeg to Selkirk on the Red River in just two and one quarter hours in 1877. He also 

coached speed skater Jack McCulloch (1872-1918), another Perth native, who won the 1897 

World Speed Skating Championship. 

He belonged to many clubs and societies and was President of the Canadian Club at 

Winnipeg in 1912. Bell was one of the founders of the Manitoba Historical and Scientific Society, 

serving as its President 1889-1891, and again from 1913-1929. In 1914 he was granted an 

honorary degree by the University of Manitoba for his work with the Society. He was also a 

member of the Minnesota Historical Society, the Geographical Society of San Francisco, and a 

fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. Bell left an extensive collection of history papers to 

the Archives of Manitoba and his collection of early maps was bequeathed to Queens University 

(Kingston). 

He was married (1882) to his first cousin Alice Maud Georgina Bell (1860-1932), with whom 

he had four children. Charles Napier Bell died at his cottage on Gun Lake at Minaki, Ontario 

(north of Kenora), in 1936 and was buried in the Old Kildonan Cemetery, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

 

 

Charles Napier Bell  
(1854-1936) 



Born at Perth  Page 2 

Bell, Reverend George (1820-1898)  

Presbyterian Minister, Educator – Born at Perth, George Bell was the 

youngest of nine children born to Perth’s first minister, Reverend William 

Bell (1780-1857), and Mary Black (1773-1861).  

Bell was educated privately by his father and at grammar school in 

Hamilton, Ontario. When Queen's University was established at 

Kingston by the Church of Scotland in 1841, he was the first student to 

register. He was a founder, in 1843, of the Queen's Dialectic Society, 

the university’s first student organization, created to read and criticize 

essays, debate, sponsor public lectures on temperance and establish 

Sunday Schools. In due course he was one of three members of the 

university’s first graduating class in 1847, having earned a BA.  

Ordained a Presbyterian Minister in 1844 he occupied the pulpit at Ontario churches at 

Cumberland, Buckingham, Simcoe, Clifton (Niagara Falls) and Walkerton. For 31 years, in 

conjunction with his ministry, he was also a public-school inspector.  

From 1873 Bell periodically lectured at Queen’s, specializing in science and religion. In 1872 

he became one of the first two alumni to receive an honorary doctorate from Queen's. Bell was 

regarded as an authority on Presbyterian church law and policy. He was a Trustee of Queen’s 

University for many years and, for a time, held the office of Convener of the General Assembly’s 

committee on church polity. In 1882 he was appointed registrar and librarian of Queen's and 

when those positions were divided, he continued to serve as registrar until 1897.  

Bell was first married in 1846, to Mary Whiteford (1819-1851), of Montreal, who died in 1851, 

leaving three children. He was married a second time in 1855, to Ellen Chadwick (1831-1912), 

of Simcoe, by whom he had two children. He retired from Queen’s in 1897 and died at Toronto 

the following year. Reverend George Bell is buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Perth. 

 

Bell, Graham Airdrie (1874-1929) 

Civil Servant, Militia Officer, CMG – Born at Perth in 1874, Graham 

Airdrie Bell was the son of Lanark County Registrar James Bell (1817-

1904) and his second wife Mariam Anne Haggart (1840-1879), and the 

grandson of Reverend William Bell (1780-1857), the first minister to 

serve the early Perth settlement.   

Educated at Perth Public School and Perth Collegiate Institute, Bell 

joined the Dominion of Canada civil service, working as a clerk in the Post Office Department 

1890-1891. In 1892 he transferred to the Railway and Canals Department and advanced 

through the departmental ranks to become Controller and then Deputy Minister.  

Bell was active in the 43rd Militia Regiment (Ottawa), until retiring at the rank of Major in 

1915. Aged 40 when WW1 broke out, he served as a Canadian Government civilian staffer in 

England and France in 1915. In 1917 he was made a Companion of the Order of Saint Michael 

& St. George (CMG) for services to Canada and the Empire.  

Reverend George Bell 
(1820-1898) 
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Bell married Margaret Beatrice Burgess (1878-1961) in 1904 and they were the parents of 

three sons. Graham Airdrie Bell died at Ottawa in 1929 and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery, 

Perth. 

 
 

Brock, Reginald Walter (1874-1935) 

Geologist, Educator, Civil Servant, Army Officer – Born at Perth in 

1874, Reginald Brock was the son of Reverend Thomas B. Brock 

(1837-1886) and Marian A. Jenkins (1847-1931).  

He received his early education at Perth and Ottawa before enrolling 

at the University of Toronto. He had to suspend his studies after two 

years because of an illness that weakened his eyesight, but while a 

student he spent his summers as a field assistant to Robert Bell (1841-

1917), chief geologist of the Geological Survey of Canada (GSC).  

In 1893 Bock worked briefly as a reporter for the Toronto Evening 

Star and then entered Queen’s University at Kingston in 1894, where he 

pursued laboratory courses in chemistry and mineralogy so that he 

could complete his studies with a minimum of reading. Known for his 

prowess at hockey, it was suspected by many that the real attraction at Queen’s was a position 

on the varsity hockey team. He graduated in 1895 with an MA in geology and medals in 

mineralogy and chemistry. Brock immediately set out for advanced training in microscopic 

petrography at Rupert Charles University in Heidelberg, Germany.  

Returning to Canada he joined the staff at the School of Mining, where he performed assays 

and taught prospectors. In 1897 he secured a permanent appointment to the Geological Survey 

of Canada while continuing to teach at Queen’s until he was named head of Geological Survey 

in 1907. As Director, he undertook a major overhaul of the organization by expanding its staff 

and forming specialized divisions such as topography, photography, anthropology, and biology.  

At the beginning of 1914 he was appointed Deputy Minister of Mines, but in November that 

year left the federal government to become Professor of Geology and Dean of Applied Sciences 

at the newly established University of British Columbia in Vancouver.  

In mid-1916 Brock enlisted with the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) and spent WW1 as 

a Major commanding a unit of the ‘Khaki University of Canada’ at Seaford, East Sussex, 

England (an overseas educational institution set up by the Canadian Army general staff). In May 

1918 he was seconded to the British Foreign Office and then in August 1919 to the War Office 

as a geological intelligence officer under General Edmund H. H. Allenby (1861-1936) in 

Palestine.  

Brock was demobilization in September 1919 and resumed his post as Dean at the 

University of BC where he introduced the first Canadian Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree in 

nursing, advocated a broadly based engineering curriculum for geologists, and inaugurated the 

teaching of geography as a discipline. In the 1920s and 1930s his work took him to China, Fiji, 

and Scandinavia, and included two seasons of fieldwork with the Geological Survey of Hong 

Kong. The University of Hong Kong awarded him an Honorary LLD in 1933 and he was elected 

president of the Royal Society of Canada for 1935-1936.  

Reginald Walter Brock 
(1874-1935) 
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Reginald Brock married Mildred Gertrude Britton (1879-1935) at Kingston in 1900 and they 

were the parents of five sons. Both Brock and his wife died in a 1935 airplane crash near their 

summer home at Alta Lake, British Columbia. 

 
 

Cameron, Malcolm Colin (1831-1898) 

Lawyer, Businessman, Municipal Politician, MP, Lt. Governor – Born 

at Perth in 1831, Malcolm Colin Cameron was the adopted son of 

Malcolm Cameron Sr. (1808-1876) and Christina McGregor (1808-

1868).  

He received his elementary and secondary education at Perth and 

enrolled at Knox College, Toronto, to study for the Presbyterian ministry 

but later chose to read law.  

In 1855, at Perth, he married Janet ‘Jessie’ Huddleston McLean 

(1835-1917), with whom he would have 10 children, and in the same 

year they moved to Goderich, Ontario.  

Cameron was called to the bar in 1860 and became a QC in 1876. At Goderich he 

established a law practice and became one of the early investors in the local salt-works. He 

launched a municipal political career in 1856 and, over a 12-year period, served as councilor, 

reeve, and mayor of Goderich.  

In 1867 Cameron was elected as a Liberal to the seat for South Huron in Canada’s first 

House of Commons. Over the next three decades he fought 10 contentious elections. He was 

re-elected in 1872 and 1874, but his 1874 win was declared void amid charges of corrupt voting 

practices. In 1878 he was again elected for South Huron and, in 1882, elected to represent the 

riding of West Huron. Defeated in 1887, Cameron was re-elected in 1891 but, once again, 

voting irregularities voided his win. He lost in the subsequent by-election of 1892 but was re-

elected yet again in 1896.  

Cameron remained a staunch Liberal throughout his career, faithfully adhering to the party 

line except when his party’s free-trade policies threatened the Goderich salt industry. He 

frequently defied party leadership by insisting that Canadian salt receive tariff protection from 

cheaper British and American imports. He also secured $600,000 in Federal Government 

spending on improvements to Goderich harbor.  

Cameron was a bitter critic of the management of the North West Mounted Police (NWMP) 

and the Department of Indian Affairs, in particular when the portfolio was held by John A. 

Macdonald (1815-1891). He had an abiding interest in the newly acquired territories in 

Northwest and, aware of the growing tensions there, put forward private member bills in 1884 

and 1885 to provide elected representation for the territories. However, the bills were not taken 

up before the Metis Rebellion broke out in March 1885. In the aftermath Cameron condemned 

the hanging of Louis Riel as mere revenge (by an Orange controlled Conservative Party) for the 

death of Orangeman Thomas Scott (1842-1870).  

Arising from Cameron’s long-running interest in the west, and many visits there, Prime 

Minister Wilfred Laurier (1841-1919) put forward his appointed as Lieutenant Governor of the 

Malcolm Colin Cameron 
(1831-1898) 
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North-West Territories in 1898. Less than three months later, however, Cameron fell ill, returned 

to Ontario and died at London. He was buried in Maitland Cemetery at Goderich, Ontario. 

 
 

Deacon, Thomas Russ (1865-1955) 

Engineer, Businessman, Municipal Politician - Born at Perth in 1865, 

the son of James Deacon (1824-1876) and Jane McLellan (1833-1905), 

Thomas Deacon received only an elementary education before he went 

to work in the lumber camps of Northern Ontario. He returned to school 

at age 20, however, and from 1887 was employed as an assistant 

surveyor in the Rocky Mountains. He again returned to school and 

ultimately graduated in 1891 with a degree in civil engineering from the 

University of Toronto.  

After graduation, Deacon was employed as a construction 

superintendent on a municipal water system project at North Bay, 

Ontario, before moving to Rat Portage (Kenora) in 1892. There he was manager of the Ontario 

Gold Concessions for the district of Rainy River and managing director and consulting engineer 

for the Mikado Gold Mining Company. At Rat Portage he was also a member of the town 

council, served as acting mayor for a year, and then as city engineer.  

In 1902 he moved to Winnipeg and founded Manitoba Bridge and Iron Works in partnership 

with Hugh Buxton Lyall (1877-1948). Deacon was also President of the Manitoba Steel & Iron 

Company, and Vice-President of the Manitoba Rolling Mill Company. He sat on Winnipeg city 

council in 1906 and was elected city Mayor 1913-1914, during which time he launched the 

Shoal Lake water scheme to supply Winnipeg’s drinking water. 

Deacon held little sympathy for the unemployed and was rabidly hostile to trade unions.  He 

once told Winnipeg’s unemployed to “hit the trail” and leave town. In 1917, he secured an anti-

picketing injunction, brought a suit for damages against a striking union, and contracted a 

private-detective agency to supply strikebreakers from Montreal. His tactics as an employer 

contributed significantly to sparking the Winnipeg General Strike of May-June 1919. Following 

the strike, he created a ‘Works Council’ system of employee advisory boards in an effort to 

forestall unionization of his plants.  

In 1894, Deacon married Lilla May Dingman (1871-1945) of Belleville, Ontario, with whom he 

had three sons and a daughter. Deacon died at Winnipeg in 1955 and was buried in the St. 

John’s Anglican Cathedral Cemetery. 

 

 

Dietrich, William Norman (1872-1927) 

Engineer, Soldier, Educator, Businessman – William Dietrich was born 

at Perth in 1872 to John Dietrich (1848-1925) and Isabella McLean (1852-

1911), although at Perth, where his father was proprietor of the ‘Machinery 

Hall and Perth Foundry’, the family surname was spelled Dittrick.  

William Dietrich was educated at Perth Public School, Perth Collegiate 

Institute and Toronto Art School before joining the family firm as assistant manager of the 

Thomas Russ Deacon 
(1865-1955) 
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foundry. He was later manager of the Tay Electric Company. Moving to Montreal he took a job 

as Superintendent of the Test Department at the Montreal Light, Heat and Power Company and 

then joined the staff of Ross and Holgate Engineers.  

Working with Ross and Holgate he assisted in the design of the giant Canadian Pacific 

Railway Angus Shops, built in 1904 to accommodate the manufacture and repair of passenger 

and freight rail cars and locomotives. Dietrich then joined the CPR as Inspector at the Angus 

Shops and was shortly appointed the railroad’s Chief Electrical Engineer with responsibility for 

laying out all mechanical, heating, ventilation and piping equipment for CPR roundhouses, 

elevators, power plants, machine shops, etc. across Canada.  

As a militiaman, Dietrich served as a Private for two years with the 5th ‘Royal Scots of 

Canada’ Regiment at Montreal and then, in 1917, enlisted with the Canadian Railway Troops for 

service in France. Ranked a Sergeant Major he was posted at Rouen and Trouville rail junctions 

until fighting ended and then taught for a year at the ‘Khaki University’ campus near Ripon, 

North Yorkshire, England (an overseas educational institution set up by the Canadian Army 

general staff). Demobilized in 1919 Dietrich returned to Canada and established Dietrich 

Consulting & Contracting Engineers Ltd. of Montreal.  

William Dietrich married Ethelwynne Rebecca Hughes in 1898 and they had three sons and 

three daughters. Dietrich died at Grand-Mère, Quebec, in 1927. 

 
 

Douglas, Leslie Gordon (1918-2002)  

NHL Stanley Cup Winner – Les Douglas was born at Perth in 1918, 

the son of Wellington Douglas (1890-1950) and Margaret Robinson 

(1890-1954).  

His hockey career began locally in 1934-1935 when he played with 

the Perth Crescents of the Ottawa Valley Hockey League (OVHL), the 

Perth Juniors of the Lower Canada Junior Hockey League (LCJHL) in 

1935-1937 and the Perth Blue Wings of the Ottawa Valley Junior 

Hockey League (OVJHL) in 1937-1938. Then, over an 18-year semi-pro 

and professional career, between 1938 and 1956, Douglas played for 

the Detroit Pontiacs, Indianapolis Capitals, Toronto Maher Jewels, 

Toronto RCAF, Ottawa Commandos, Toronto Autoworkers, Toronto 

Orphans, Buffalo Bisons, Cleveland Barons, Montreal Royals, Sarnia Sailors and Kingston 

Goodyears.  

During those years he was called-up four times by the Detroit Red Wings, logging a total of 

59 NHL games in 1940-1943, and twice won the Stanley Cup with the Red Wings in 1946 and in 

1947. He died at Kingston in 2002. 

  

Les Douglas  
(1918-2002) 
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Elliott, Edward (1843-1916) 

Municipal Politician, Provincial Judge - Born near Pike Falls (Port 

Elmsley) in 1843, the son of John Elliott (1806-1886) and Rebecca 

Taylor (1814-1871), Edward Elliott attended Perth Grammar School 

before commencing studies in 1863 in the law offices of William Oscar 

Buell (1792-1862) at Perth. He was called to the Ontario Bar in 1869 

and in 1882 to the Manitoba Bar.  

Elliott opened a law practice at Perth in 1870 in partnership with 

William Welland Berford (1846-1891), with whom he also briefly 

managed and edited and the Perth Expositor newspaper. In 1875 he 

went into practice with Francis Alexander Hall (1843-1904) and from 1878 practiced with Joseph 

McKenzie Rogers (1859-1908) as senior partner in the firm of Elliott & Rogers.  

Elliott sat on Perth Town Council for over a decade, served one term as Mayor in 1879-1880 

and was a trustee of the Perth Board of Education for many years. Elliott Street in Perth’s north 

end is named for him.  

He sought election to the Provincial legislature on the Conservative ticket in both 1879 and 

1883 but was narrowly defeated both times. Elliott was appointed Junior Judge for Middlesex 

County in 1893 and later promoted to the bench of the Ontario High Court of Justice in 

Middlesex. 

In 1870 he married Harriett Rudd (1849-1916), daughter of Perth merchant John Rudd 

(1813-1881) and Elizabeth Moorhouse (1821-1900). Edward Elliott died at London, Ontario, in 

1916. 

 
 

Elliott, Sir Henry George (1826-1912) 

Soldier, Colonial Administrator, CMG, KCMG, CB - Born in 1826 on 

a farm near Fallbrook and Playfairville, Bathurst Township, Henry Elliott 

was the son of soldier-settler and ex Royal Marine John Furzer Elliott 

(1795-1869) and Harriett Kinnear (b.1805).  

Henry began school at Fallbrook and completed his grammar school 

education at Windsor, Ontario, after his family moved to Lambton 

County in 1835. In 1845, aged 19 years, he sailed for England and 

enlisted in the Royal Marines. Commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 

1847, he saw active service in the Crimean War, distinguishing himself 

at the Battle of Alma River in 1854 and earning the Crimean Campaign 

Medal with clasp and the Medjidie Turkish medal. He was promoted Captain in 1859 while 

attached to the recruiting establishment in England. Shortly before he retired from the Marines 

in 1869, he was promoted Brevet Major.  

In 1870 Elliott moved to Natal, South Africa, where he was appointed Resident 

Commissioner (Chief Magistrate) of Thembuland in 1877. Leading an armed force of Thembu 

warriors, Elliott occupied Gcalekaland in 1877-1878, annexing it to the British Empire. He was 

invested a Companion of the Order of St. Michael and St. George (CMG) in 1879.  

Edward Elliott  
(1843-1916) 

Henry George Elliott 
(1826-1912) 
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During the First Boer War (1880-1881) Elliot commanded Britain’s irregular native forces 

defending Thembuland against Afrikaner Boer incursions. He was appointed Special Resident 

Commissioner to Pondoland in 1894 and, through negotiation, brought eastern Pondoland and 

then western Pondoland under British control. Queen Victoria made him a Knight Commander 

of the Order of St. Michael and St. George (KCMG) in 1899 and in 1900 made him a 

Companion of the Order of Bath (CB). During the Second Boer War (1899-1902) Elliott once 

again commanded Britain’s native forces in the Transkei.  

Elliott was twice married; first (1865) to Emily Frances Drummond (1843-1878), and second 

(1879) to Emily Claridge Gardner. He retired in 1902 and died at Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 

in 1912. 

 
See Bathurst Township’s Knight of the Realm, 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/knight-of-the-realm.pdf  

 

 

Ferland, Arthur Raphael (1855-1922) 

Merchant, Hotelier, Mine Owner, Municipal Politician – Born at Perth 

in 1855, the son of Gore Street merchant Severin Ferland (1820-1888) 

and Mathilde Perrault (1823-1903), Arthur Ferland was educated at 

Perth Public and Grammar Schools and began his career as a clerk in 

his father’s Ferland & Company General Store at Pembroke.  

From 1875 through 1880 he worked at Mattawa, clerking at the M. 

O’Meara & Company General Store and then worked for Timmins & 

Gorman General Merchants 1880-1882. In 1882 he went to work for 

railroad contractors McIntyre & Company at the end of steel west of 

Winnipeg and followed construction of the CPR main line westward 

merchandising from a prairie schooner. In 1883 he established a 

general store at Calgary, expanding the business over the next seven years to include branches 

at Banff, Lagan, Golden and Roger’s Pass.  

Moving to Sault Ste Marie he worked on construction of the power canal 1891-1892 before 

moving to Everett, Washington, USA, and engaging in the real estate business. Two years later 

he returned to Ontario and purchased the T.W. Murray General Store at Mattawa which he ran 

until 1897 when he again went west and conducted a merchandising business at Nelson, BC, 

1898-1903, then returned to Ontario and purchased the Matabanick Hotel at Haileybury.  

In October that year a contractor cutting railway ties near Long Lake (later re-named Cobalt 

Lake) staked a claim on a tract of land showing a silver vein. Within a few weeks he sold that 

claim for $5,000 to a syndicate organized by Arthur Ferland and a few months later the Ferland 

group re-sold those rights to the Nipissing Mining Company of New York for $250,000. By 1908, 

the ‘Big Nip’ mine was considered the world's largest producer of silver and cobalt and over the 

following decade paid out more than $12,000,000 in dividends.  

For its part, the Ferland Syndicate sunk the Chambers-Ferland Mine on an adjoining 

property. Later known as the Aladdin Mine that mine produced 2.2 million ounces of silver and 

13,000 pounds of cobalt before it was exhausted in 1955. Arthur Ferland was also a Director of 

Arthur Raphael Ferland 
(1855-1922) 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/knight-of-the-realm.pdf
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the Temiskaming Telephone company, the Kirkland Lake Mining Company and of Motor’s 

Agency Company (Toronto).  

Ferland was elected Reeve of Coleman Township (Cobalt) in 1907, served as a trustee on 

the Haileybury High School Board and sat on the Cobalt Hospital Board 1909-1910. He also 

briefly served as a Town Counselor at Mattawa and at Haileybury.  

Arthur Ferland married Louisa Timmins (1861-1922) at Mattawa in 1883 and was the father 

of three sons and six daughters. He died at Haileybury in 1922. 

 

 

Foy, Charles James (1867-1927) 

Lawyer, Municipal Politician, Community Leader, Irish Home Rule 

Advocate - Born in Drummond Township, the son of Michael Foy (1829-

1908) and Ann Walsh (1843-1881), Charles Foy was educated at 

Code’s School, Drummond Township, St. John Separate School, Perth, 

Perth Collegiate Institute and at the Osgoode Hall Law School in 

Toronto. He articled with Perth lawyer James Alexander Allan (1859-

1921) and, after being called to the Bar in 1895, went into partnership 

with Allan.  

As a young man Foy was an athlete, much respected as an amateur 

boxer and among the 100 fastest short distance runners in Canada. He 

was a founder of the Glen Tay Block race. In later life he was a 

racehorse owner and an accredited official starter of the National Trotting Association. Foy was 

also a Director of the South Lanark Agricultural Society, Secretary of the Perth Horticultural 

Society, and, during WW1, an officer of the Canadian Patriotic Society and of the Red Cross.  

Foy established an independent law practice at Perth in 1902 and, over the course of his 

career, was Solicitor for the County of Lanark, Merchant Bank, the Bank of Montreal, and the 

Royal Bank of Canada.  

Active in local politics from an early age Foy was a Perth School Board Trustee and a 

member of St. John's Separate School Board. From 1899, he served for nearly 25 years on 

Perth Town Council. He was Perth Mayor 1905-1906, Reeve 1908-1921, and Lanark County 

Warden in 1909. According to the Perth Courier, “No keener champion of the Good Roads 

Movement could be found”. Foy also held an executive post on the Lanark County Liberal-

Conservative Association.  

At a time and in a community where social position, business success and political 

leadership were Protestant pre-requisites, often determined by the Orange Lodge, Roman 

Catholic Charles Foy’s accomplishments in his profession, his public activities and in local 

politics were remarkable. As his career unfolded, and Foy’s prominence at Perth grew, he was 

simultaneously a leader of the Roman Catholic community locally, nationally and internationally. 

He was a member of the Catholic Order of Foresters, and the Knights of Columbus and, in 

1898, became active in the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association (C.M.B.A.). In 1909 he was the 

lead speaker at the dedication of the Grosse Isle Monument, erected to the memory of more 

than 3,000 ‘Famine Irish’, who died at the quarantine station near Quebec City between 1845 

Charles James Foy 
(1867-1927) 
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and 1848. By 1916 he was Canadian Legal Counsel for the C.M.B.A., an office he held until his 

death. 

In 1904 Foy was elected to the Ontario executive of that most Irish of Catholic of Societies, 

the Ancient Order of Hibernians (A.O.H.). In 1910, he became an A.O.H. National Director for 

North America and for many years served as Ontario President and National Vice President.  

Foy not only represented the interests of Catholics in Canada but was also a prominent 

advocate of ‘Home Rule’ for Ireland. In 1919, even as passions ran high in the aftermath of the 

1916 Easter Rising, Foy agitated for home rule and publicly proclaimed Sinn Fein as “the 

greatest movement ever started”. The Deputy Master of the Lanark Orange Lodge, Reverend 

Joseph William Stuart Lowry (1865-1936), responded by characterizing Foy’s support for the 

“rebels and traitors” of Sin Fein as an “outward expression of disloyalty and opposition to 

constituted authority”, and urged that Foy be removed from his seat on County Council. 

Nevertheless, even in the face of such Orange Order opposition, the people of Perth continued 

to re-elected Foy to Town Council and to executive positions on a multitude of other local 

societies, clubs and organizations.  

In 1898 Foy married Margaret Spence (1874-1927) with whom he had six children. Charles 

James Foy died in Montreal General Hospital in December 1927. More than 1,600 mourners, 

Catholic and Protestant alike, attended his funeral mass at St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic 

Church in Perth. He was buried in St. John’s Parish Cemetery, Perth. 

 

 

Haggart, John Graham (1836-1913) 

Businessman, MP, Privy Councillor - John G. Haggart was born in 

1836 at Perth, the son of John H. Haggart (1786-1856) and Isabella 

Graham (1816-1875). He was educated in the public and grammar 

schools of Perth and, on the death of his father in 1855, took over the 

family milling business.  

Graham served as the mayor of Perth in 1861–1864 and 1871–72 

and was elected member of parliament for the constituency of Lanark 

South in 1871, holding the seat until 1913.  He was named to cabinet 

as Postmaster General in 1888 and served as Minister of Railways & 

Canals 1892-1896.  

Haggart won local approval but national scorn for promoting the 1882-1891 re-construction of 

the Tay Canal (aka Haggart’s Ditch). In addition to his milling business at Perth, from 1896 

Graham was President of Tay Electric Light Company Ltd.  

In 1861 he married Caroline Douglas (1843-1900) but their troubled relationship had much to 

do with his being passed over for leadership of the Conservative Party and selection as Prime 

Minister. He died at Ottawa in 1913 and was buried in Craig Street Cemetery, Perth. 

 

See Bohemian: John Graham Haggart (1836-1913),  

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/Bohemian-John-Haggart.pdf 

 

 

John Graham Haggart 
(1836-1913) 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/Bohemian-John-Haggart.pdf
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Harvey, James Graham (1840-1923) 

Businessman, Civil Servant, Municipal Politician - Born in Bathurst 

Township in 1840, the son of Charles Graham Harvey (1813-1880) and 

Margaret (1815-1851), James Harvey was educated at the local public 

schools and began work in the Lanark County lumber business in 1854, 

at age 15.  

Harvey moved to Winnipeg in 1872. Three years later he returned to 

Ontario and brought his family to join him in the west. He bought a flour 

and feed business at Winnipeg and then became the principal partner in 

a carriage business.  

In 1883 he was elected to a term on the Winnipeg City Council.  He 

was elected again five years later and remained in office for a decade. 

He served as City Controller from 1907 to 1912 when, after being defeated in an election for 

mayor by fellow Perth native Thomas Russ Deacon (1865-1955), he retired.  

In 1866, Harvey married Catherine Ferguson (1833-1905), of Perth, and they had two 

sons. James Harvey died at Winnipeg in 1923 and was buried in the St. John’s Cathedral 

Cemetery, Winnipeg. 

 

 

Hope, John Andrew (1890-1954) 

Army Officer, MC, DSO, High Court Justice – John Hope was born at 

Perth in 1890, the son of Peter Hope (1854-1929) and Jane Holmes 

(1855-1919). Educated at Perth Public School, Perth Collegiate and 

Osgood Hall, he was called to the bar in 1914 and practiced law with 

the Perth firm of Stewart, Hope & O’Donnell. 

In 1910 Hope was gazetted Lieutenant in the 42nd Lanark & Renfrew 

Regiment and promoted Captain in 1914. He enlisted in the World War 

One Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) for overseas service with the 

59th Battalion in 1916 and was shortly promoted to Regimental Adjutant 

at the rank of Brevet Major. Late in 1916, while serving in France, he transferred to 46th 

Battalion Saskatchewan Regiment and was briefly attached to 9th Infantry Brigade in 1917. 

Hope was wounded at Passchendaele (October 1917) and again at Drocourt–Quéant 

(September 1918). He was decorated in August 1917 for ‘conspicuous gallantry’ at Lens 

(Military Cross - MC) and again at Amiens in August 1918 (Distinguished Service Order - DSO).  

Discharged from the CEF in 1919, he returned to Perth, established a private law practice 

and served as Ottawa Crown Attorney 1923-1933. He resumed service with the 42nd Lanark & 

Renfrew of which he was given command in 1925 at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He later 

commanded the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade in 1933-1935.  

In 1921, as Perth debated raising a memorial to the local men killed in World War One, John 

Hope proposed that, rather than another marble cairn, statue or rusting cannon, a hospital 

would better serve as both a tribute to the fallen and a necessary service then lacking for the 

people of the area. At the head of a committee comprised of Hugh Anthony O’Donnell (1893-

John A. Hope  
(1890-1954) 

James Graham Harvey 
(1840-1923) 
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1958), Edwin H. Wilson (1877-1955), Henry M. Shaw (1865-1931) and Edgerton R. Stedman 

(1872-1946), he rallied public support and led a fund-raising drive that provided for the purchase 

of Victoria Hall on Drummond Street - former home of Judge John Glass Malloch (1806-1873) - 

and its conversion into a 20-bed hospital that opened in 1925.  

John A. Hope was the first President of the Perth and District Great War Memorial Hospital. 

He was also active in other community affairs, serving several terms as Chairman of the Perth 

Board of Education.  

In 1933 Hope was placed on the bench of the Ontario High Court of Justice and in 1945 

made a Justice of the Court of Appeal, where he sat until 1954. He was awarded the King’s 

Jubilee Medal in 1935 and the Coronation Medal in 1937 and in 1945 was named a Governor of 

the University of Toronto. From 1945 to 1950 Hope chaired the Provincial Royal Commission on 

Education, producing a 1,200-page report encompassing 300 recommendations including the 

elimination of Catholic Secondary Schools, the abolition of Grade-13 and the expansion of 

programs for children with learning disabilities. The report was, however, ignored by 

government. 

In 1919 Hope married Hilda Southcombe (1893-1971). John Andrew Hope died at Toronto in 

1954, and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Perth. 

 

 

Howden, Dr. John Power (1879-1959) 

Physician, MP, Senator – Dr. John Howden was born in 1879 at 

Perth, the son of Robert Cleghorn Howden (1836-1897) and Mary 

Martina Nichol (1840-1918).  

He moved to Winnipeg in 1891, studied medicine at the University of 

Manitoba and from 1904 practiced medicine at St. Boniface.  

He was Mayor of St. Boniface 1916-1917 and from 1926 through 

1945 was Member of Parliament for the riding of St. Boniface. 

Appointed to the Red Chamber by Prime Minister Mackenzie King, he 

sat as a Senator 1945-1959.  

Howden was twice married; in 1909 to Ann Maude Dunn (1884-

1924), with whom he had three sons, and in 1927 to Marie Odile Gladu 

(1894-1953), with whom he had two sons. John Power Howden died in 1959 at Ottawa and was 

buried in the St. James Anglican Cemetery, Winnipeg. 

  

John Power Howden  
(1879-1959) 

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/municipalities/stboniface.shtml
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Houston, John Donald ‘Jack’ (1856-1921) 

Editor, Labor Leader - Born at Lanark, Ontario, the son of John H. 

Houston (1832-1902) and Marion Selkirk Donald (1830-1898), ‘Jack’ 

Houston married (1883) Annie Louise McLean (1862-1938) of Ramsay 

township. He moved to Winnipeg in 1905, having previously worked as 

a miner and in railway construction. 

Houston stood as a Socialist candidate in the 1908 federal general 

election but came in a distant third place.  

During the First World War, he worked in a Montreal munitions plant 

but returned to Winnipeg to become the founding editor of the OBU 

Bulletin, the official organ of the ‘One Big Union’ movement. 

Launched a few weeks after the Winnipeg general strike of 1919, 

it was published by the Winnipeg Central Labor Council of the O.B.U. until May 1934. 

Priced at five cents, the publication had a circulation of 10,000 and Houston edited the 

bulletin from its founding until his death in 1921.  

He died at St. Boniface Hospital and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Winnipeg.  

 

 

Jackson, Thomas Henry (1854-1929) 

Farmer, Businessman, Municipal Politician - Born at Lanark, Ontario 

in 1854, son of John Jackson (1826-1904) and Anne Poole (1829-

1913), Thomas Jackson was educated at the Lanark Public School.  

He moved to Manitoba in 1878 and farmed near Minnedosa until 

1900. He served as Reeve of the Rural Municipality of Odanah 1895-

1899 and stood unsuccessfully for a seat in the Manitoba Legislature in 

1899.  

He moved to Harrison Mills (Carnarvon), British Columbia, in 1900 where he was a partner in 

and manager of the Harrison River Mills Timber and Trading Company. 

Jackson later moved to Chilliwack, BC, where he was elected Mayor in 1909, and served as 

Vice-President of the Chilliwack Telephone Company and a Director on the Chilliwack Hospital 

Board.  

He married Letitia Catherine Cunningham (1866-1932) of Lanark in 1889 and they had two 

sons and four daughters. Thomas Henry Jackson died at Chilliwack, British Columbia in 1929. 

  

John D. 'Jack' Houston 
(1856-1921) 
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Jamieson, Joseph C. (1839-1922) 

Politician, Judge – Born in South Sherbrooke Township in 1839, the 

son of William Jamieson (1791-1879) and Margaret Molyneux (1797-

1884), Joseph Jamieson was educated at Perth Public and Grammar 

Schools and was called to the bar in 1869 following studies at Osgoode 

Hall, Toronto. He was created a Q.C. in 1889.  

In his early political career Jamieson served as Reeve for the Town 

of Almonte, Warden for Lanark County and Chairman of the Board of 

License Commissioners for North Lanark.  

Jamieson ran unsuccessfully as the Conservative candidate for the 

North Lanark seat in the House of Commons in the 1878 federal 

election and the 1880 by-election. Subsequently elected at the general election of 1882 he 

represented North Lanark in the Commons until his appointment as Junior County Court Judge 

for Wellington County in 1891.  

Jamieson married Elizabeth Carss in 1865 and was the father of five sons. He died at 

Almonte in 1923. 

 

 

Kellock, Roy Lindsay (1893-1975) 

Supreme Court Justice, CC- Born at Perth in 1893, Roy Kellock was 

the son of James Francis Kellock (1851-1942) and Annie McDonald 

(1853-1935).  

He graduated from McMaster University in 1915 and articled with 

R.E. Gray in Toronto from 1917. He was called to the bar in 1920 and 

practiced for 22 years with the firm of Donald, Mason, White & Foulds 

in Toronto.  

In 1942 Kellock was appointed to the Ontario Court of Appeals and 

then in 1944 named a Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada where 

he served until retiring in 1958. From 1955 until 1960 he was 

Chancellor of McMaster University. In 1970 he was made a Companion of the Order of Canada 

(CC).  

Kellock married Eleanor May Harris (1908-2000) in 1932 and was the father of two children. 

He died at Brantford in 1975. 

  

Roy Lindsay Kellock  
(1893-1975) 

Joseph C. Jamieson  
(1839-1922) 
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Liscombe, Harry Carlyle/Carl ‘Lefty’ (1915-2004) 

NHL Stanley Cup and AHL Calder Cup Winner – Lefty Liscombe was 

born at Perth in 1915, the son of Henry Liscombe (1889-1950) and 

Olive Dillabough (1893-1971).  

He moved to Galt at the age of five where he later played Junior 

hockey with the Galt Terriers. Over nine years between 1937-1946 

Liscombe played 383 games with the Detroit Red Wings and, in 1943, 

won the Stanley Cup with the Red Wings. In 1949 he was playing with 

the AHL Providence Rhode Island Reds when they won the Calder Cup 

and in the 1948-1949 season, he won the Les Cunningham Award as 

the AHL's Most Valuable Player.  

Over his 20-year semi-pro and pro career, between 1933-1954, 

Liscombe also played for the Detroit Olympics, Pittsburgh Hornets, 

Indianapolis Capitals, St. Louis Providence, Auto-Club Sarnia, Detroit Hettche, Hamilton Tigers 

and Fairfield University. He died in 2004 at Kihei, Maui, Hawaii, USA. 

 

 

Lees, William (1821-1903) 

Farmer, Businessman, MPP - Born in 1821 to William Lees Sr. 

(1783-1843) and Barbara Tait (1788-1868) in Bathurst Township, 

William Lees Jr. was educated in the local common school and began 

his working life as a Bathurst farmer.  

He built a sawmill in 1851, added a grist mill in 1861 and established 

a blacksmith shop at Fallbrook in 1865. He was active in the local militia 

and rose through the ranks to Captain.  

Lees was appointed a Justice of the Peace 1852 and began his 

political career when elected to Bathurst Township Council in 1856. He was a Councillor for 20 

years, 14 of those as Reeve, and served another three years as Lanark County Warden.  

Lees was first elected to the Ontario Legislature for the constituency of Lanark South in 1879 

as an ‘Independent Conservative’. In 1883, he was re-elected as an ‘Independent’ and sat as 

such until the election of 1886 when he was returned as a ‘Conservative’. He stepped down in 

1890.  

Lees was married three times; first (1844) to Mary Playfair (1827-1855), second (1857) to 

Margaret Ward (1825-c1865), and the third (1868) to Annie Irvine Laurie (1841-1884). He died 

in Bathurst Township in 1903 and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery at Perth. 

  

Lefty Liscombe  
(1915-2004) 

William Lees  
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Lister, George Andrew (1888-1973) 

Olympian, Businessman, Conservationist – Born in 1886 at Perth, the 

son of John Clark Lister (1863-1915) and Anna Susan Horner (b.1870), 

George Lister attended Perth Public School and the Perth Collegiate 

Institute, but left PCI in his second year to take a job as ‘call-boy’ at the 

CPR Smiths Falls terminus (responsible for ensuring that train crews 

were on hand for their assigned runs). He became Chief Clerk in the 

CPR Civil Engineering Department but resigned to join the general 

contracting firm of Wells & Grey Ltd. and later worked for The Foundation Company Ltd., 

specializing in reinforced concrete and steel frame buildings.  

In 1908 Lister was selected for Canada’s first official Olympic Team, to run the marathon 

at games held that summer in London, England. Fifty six competitors, representing 16 nations, 

started the race in unusually high temperatures on the afternoon of July 24th. Only 27 runners 

finished the gruelling 26.2 miles, but Lister was that 27th man, clocking a time of 4-22.45.0. 

Even Canada’s number-one track star, and Boston Marathon winner, Tom Longboat (1887-

1949) was among the 29 casualties who failed to finish that day. Gold went to American Johnny 

Hayes (2-55.18.4), silver to South African Charles Hefferon (2-56.06.0) and bronze to American 

Joe Forshaw (2-57.10.4).  

In January 1916 Lister enlisted with the 134th Battalion for service in WW1 but a year 

later was transferred to the Military Police as a Quarter Master Sergeant and spent the war on 

duty at the Toronto training depot.  

After the war Lister established and ran his own valuation business, George Lister & 

Company, at Toronto for 30 years. He was also Chief Rentals Appraiser for the Province of 

Ontario for 3 ½ years and in 1950 was appointed to the Ontario Municipal Board.  

Lister maintained his interest in athletics and for 25 years was an active member of the 

YMCA Physical Education Committee. He was also deeply interested in the natural world and 

conservation, promoting and participating in restocking streams to advance fish propagation. 

Lister married (1917) Violet Rena Pearl Mathuas (1895-1958) and they were the parents 

of two daughters. George Andrew Lister died at Toronto in 1973. 

 

 

Marks Brothers 

Vaudeville Stars - Born and raised on a farm on the shore of Christie 

Lake in South Sherbrooke Township, six sons of Thomas Marks (1832-

1904) and Marguerite Farrell (1835-1921) became megastars of the 

Canadian vaudeville circuit.  

For 50 years, from the 1870s through the 1920s, as a troupe or each leading their own 

repertory company, Robert ‘Bob’ William (1855-1937), Thomas Henry (1857-1936), Joseph 

‘Joe’ E. (1861-1944), Alexander ‘Alex’ (1867-1914), McIntyre ‘Mac’ (1871-1920), and Ernest 

‘Erie’ Albert George (1879-1952) toured Canada and select theatres in the northern USA. 

Together with Robert’s wife Adelaide ‘May Belle’ Bell (1871-1932) and Ernie’s wife Catherine 

‘Kitty’ Loretta Reynolds (1884-1964) they represented what McLean’s Magazine called “the 

most remarkable theatrical family in Canadian history … the greatest impresario-performers of 

our small-town stage in the era before the nickelodeon”.  
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None of the Marks brothers brought any formal training to the stage. When Bob formed the 

first troupe in 1872, he was selling sewing machines and harmonicas door-to-door. Ernie was 

an apprentice cheesemaker, Tom an apprentice cobbler, Joe was studying for the ministry and 

Alex was working with his father on the farm. After a season or two on the road with Robert, 

each brother formed his own company and led an annual forty-two-week fall and winter tour 

across the country. Then in mid-June, like migrating birds, all would return to the Christie Lake 

farm. There, a short vacation was followed by development and rehearsal of the next season’s 

program, working in a barn converted for the purpose.  

Tom and Ernie were the comedians of the family. The others, Bob, Joe, Alex and Mac, 

played it straight. The Marks Brothers generally stuck to the small-town circuit, where audiences 

in remote rural communities, starved for entertainment, loved their flamboyant performances 

and lavish scenery. They often offered the latest London and New York plays, but staged them 

under false titles to conceal the fact they had been pirated.  

Engaged in one of the most financially high-risk occupations of the day, the Marks brothers 

were businessmen first and showmen second. Over half a century they never failed to meet a 

weekly payroll. Kitty Reynolds-Marks recalled that “everyone knew that pay day was as sure 

with a Marks company as with the civil service”. In a day when five cents bought a pound of 

prime hamburger, the Marks brothers were each netting from $10,000-$15,0000 annually and 

were famous for their ostentatious display of gold, silver and diamond jewelry.  

Their repertoire of melodramas, comedies and music played to an estimated eight million 

Canadians and Americans until movies killed the vaudeville stage. When age and the movies 

finally dictated retirement, five of the Marks brothers returned to South Sherbrooke. Robert 

converted the rehearsal barn into a seasonal hotel. Tom turned the Marks’ farmhouse into 

another Christie Lake tourist hotel. Joseph, McIntyre and Alexander took up lives as gentleman 

farmers. Alexander died in 1914, McIntyre in 1920, Tom in 1936, Robert in 1937 and Joseph in 

1944. All five were buried in the family plot at Elmwood Cemetery, Perth. In retirement, Ernie 

opened a movie house in Oshawa, Ontario, (the Marks Theatre), where he was elected mayor 

in 1931 and died in 1952. A seventh Marks brother, John Jay (1858-1939), chose not to tread 

the boards. He moved to British Columbia at a young age and was an investor in the gold, silver 

and coal mining industry. He died at Tulameen, British Columbia. 

 

 

Matheson, Johanna ‘Joan’ (1842-1916)  

Army Nurse, Educator – Born in Scotland while her mother was 

visiting her own parents at Gairloch, Ross-shire, Joan Matheson was 

the daughter of Senator Roderick Matheson (1796-1873) and Annabella 

Russell (1811-1854) of Perth, and arrived at Perth as a babe-in-arms 

when her mother returned from her visit to Scotland.  

Matheson received her primary and secondary education at Perth 

where she lived until 1881 when, at age 39, she broke out of the 

strictures of Victorian spinsterhood and enrolled at the Bellevue Hospital 

Training School for Nurses in New York City. She graduated in 1883 

and worked at New York’s St. Luke’s Hospital until volunteering in the 

spring of 1885 to join the military expedition led by Major General 
Johanna Matheson  

(1842-1916) 
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Frederick Middleton (1825-1898) sent to suppress the second (Metis) Northwest Rebellion.  

As nearly 3,000 eastern militiamen were mobilized, Dr. James Bell (1852-1911), Surgeon 

Major in charge of Base Hospitals, put out a call for trained nurses. Mother Hannah Grier-

Coome (1837-1921) of the Toronto based Sisters of St. John the Divine was chosen to staff and 

manage a Base Hospital at Moose Jaw. She assembled a team consisting of a Novice and two 

Postulants from her order, plus three lay nurses, one of whom was Joan Matheson.  

The Sisters of St. John team, the first nurses to serve officially with a Canadian armed force, 

left Toronto in mid-April, travelling by rail to Owen Sound and across Lakes Huron and Superior 

by steamboat. From Port Arthur (Thunder Bay) the women continued west by rail, where the 

CPR track was complete, and by sleigh or wagon over the gaps still under construction. When 

they reached Moose Jaw at the end of May they were immediately presented with the keys to 

the Moose Jaw Hotel and a few hours later the Base Hospital was in operation.  

The narrow two storey building, with interior walls covered only in tar paper, provided space 

for 30 patients plus an office, apothecary and kitchen. Medical supplies carried from Toronto 

were augmented by donations from patriotic and charitable organizations in Ontario and 

Quebec including a committee at Perth led by the town’s bookseller John Semple Hart (1833-

1917).  

During their tenure at Moose Jaw the Sisters of St. John lost not a single patient. Mother 

Hannah’s team proved that trained nurses could, and should, play a vital role in the treatment of 

wounded soldiers. Dr. Robert John Boyd (1858-1897), sent by Princess Louise, Duchess of 

Argyll (1848-1939) to inspect Army Hospitals, described the Moose Jaw hospital as the best 

equipped and best managed he ever saw. In his final report to the Minister of Militia, Surgeon 

General Darby Bergin (1826-1896) also lauded the work of the Sisters of St. John nursing team. 

When, 15 years later, Canadian troops next saw action in the South African War, a full 

contingent of nurses was with them, as would be the case in all subsequent conflicts. Joan 

Matheson and her fellow nurses received the same ‘North West Canada 1885’ silver medal as 

combatant members of the expedition.  

Following her tour of duty on the Canadian frontier Joan Matheson returned to her nursing 

career in New York City. She re-joined the staff at St. Luke’s Hospital and then moved back to 

Bellevue when it established its ‘Training School for Male Nurses’ in 1888. In January 1889 

Matheson was appointed Head Nurse of one of that school’s five wards. When Bellevue, the 

first school to recruit and train young men in the nursing profession, graduated its first class of 

18 male nurses in 1891 Head Nurse Joan Matheson retired, age-49.  

Johanna ‘Joan’ Matheson died, aged 74 years, at Matheson House in Perth in 1916 and was 

buried in Elmwood Cemetery. 

 

See Joan of the Northwest, 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/nurse-of-the-northwest-b.pdf  
 

  

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/nurse-of-the-northwest-b.pdf
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Mair, Charles Adam (1831-1927) 

Journalist, Author, Merchant, Colonial Propogandist, Civil Servant - 

Born at the village of Lanark in 1831 to James Mair (1789-1861) and 

Margaret Holmes (1796-1872), Charles Mair graduated from Perth 

Grammar School and then from Queen’s University, Kingston, in 1856.  

A poet, essayist, proto-environmentalist, and admirer of Canada’s 

First Nations, he was also a propogandist, racist and religious bigot 

dedicated to putting the prairie to the plow and supplanting its First 

Nations and Métis inhabitants with white, Protestant, settlers. In 1868, 

with four like-minded friends, Mair founded the ‘Canada First 

Movement’, a group that promoted a particularly virulent and aggressive 

Anglo-Saxon Canadian nationalism.  

During the Riel Rebellion of 1884, he served in Saskatchewan as Quartermaster with the 

Governor General’s Bodyguard. In 1893 he helped install the Canadian exhibit promoting 

immigration at Chicago’s World’s Columbian Exhibition; the centerpiece of which was a 22,000 

pound ‘Mammoth Cheese’ manufactured at Perth. He was appointed immigration agent at 

Winnipeg in 1898 and from 1900 served as Customs and Immigration Officer at posts in Alberta 

and British Columbia until his retirement, at age 83, in 1921. Mair was the author of Dreamland 

and Other Poems (1868), Tecumseh (1886) and Through the Mackenzie Basin (1908) and was 

elected to the Royal Society of Canada in 1889.  

He married Elizabeth McKenney (1849-1906) in 1869. Mair died in 1927 at Victoria, British 

Columbia.  

See http://www.perthhs.org/documents/charles-a-mair-shaw.pdf  
 

 

McCulloch, John K. ‘Jack’ (1872-1918) 

World Champion Athlete, Entrepreneur - Born at Perth in 1872, the 

son of James McCulloch (b.1843) and Eliza Anne Willows (b.1843) 

Jack McCulloch moved to Winnipeg with his family in 1874.  

He won the Canadian speed skating championship at Montreal in 

1893 and the American championship at St. Paul in 1896, becoming 

the only man to have ever held both the Canadian and American 

championships at every distance. In 1897, McCulloch won four events 

at the world amateur championship meet in Montreal. In the 1,500-

meter race he and famed Norwegian skater Alfred Nass (1877-1955) 

finished in a dead heat, forcing a second race which McCulloch won by 

two-fifths of a second.  

McCulloch turned professional in 1898 and barnstormed across 

Canada until 1907, taking on all challengers and performing exhibitions 

of speed and fancy skating, as well as barrel jumping and other stunts. 

McCulloch was also a successful competitive bicycle rider. He held 

the fastest Canadian times at two distances in 1895 and was Manitoba 

champion from 1890 to 1900. McCulloch also excelled at roller skating, 

Charles A. Mair  
(1831-1927) 

John K.  'Jack' McCulloch 
(1872-1918) 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/charles-a-mair-shaw.pdf
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track and field, canoeing, figure skating, and gymnastics.  

He helped found the Winnipeg Victorias hockey team and, on December 20, 1890, took part 

in the first scheduled game of organized hockey played in Manitoba. McCulloch toured Ontario 

and Quebec with the Victorias in 1893. He was one of the stars as the team won nine of eleven 

games, outscoring opponents 76-36. The Victorias went on to win the Stanley Cup in 1896 and 

1901.  

He later designed and subsequently manufactured the McCulloch tube skate, as well as 

opening an early automobile repair shop specializing in racing machines. A founding member of 

the Winnipeg Automobile Club, he was crippled in an automobile accident in 1908.  

McCulloch was inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame (1960) and the Manitoba Sports 

Hall of Fame (1984). 

In 1894 he married Mary Theresa Aikens (b.1873) and became father of a son and a 

daughter. John K McCulloch died at St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1918.  

 

 

McDiarmid, Jessie ‘Mabel’ (1880-1918) 

CAMC Nursing Sister – Born in 1880 at Ashton, Ontario, Mabel 

McDiarmid’s parentage is in some doubt but she was raised as the 

daughter of Peter H. McDiarmid (1818-1892) and Jane B. Brady (1821-

1910) of Beckwith Township. She received her primary and secondary 

education at Ashton and Carleton Place and was a graduate of the 

Royal Jubilee Nursing School, Victoria, British Columbia.  

McDiarmid worked as a nurse in the United States for a number of 

years and was living at San Francisco when WW1 broke out in 1914. 

She returned to Canada and enlisted as a Nursing Sister with the 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF), attached No.5 General Hospital, 

a medical team organized that summer at Victoria. She was formally 

attested as a member of the Canadian Army Medical Corps (CAMC) at London, England, when 

No.5 Hospital reached the UK in September.  

After a temporary assignment to the Red Cross Hospital at Taplow, Buckinghamshire, in 

December 1915 McDiarmid and #5 Hospital travelled via Cairo, Egypt, to Salonika, Greece. 

There, in extremes of heat and cold, they established a 1,240-bed field hospital treating 

casualties from the ill-fated allied defence of Serbia. In September 1917 the hospital was 

transferred back to England and re-established at Liverpool. On October 25, 1917 Nursing 

Sister J. M. McDiarmid was mentioned in dispatches by Lieutenant General G. F. Milne, 

Commander-in-Chief of the British Army at Salonika, for “gallant and distinguished service in the 

field”, in recognition of her work under the brutally difficult conditions at Salonika.  

In early June 1918 McDiarmid was assigned to the nursing contingent aboard the 622-bed 

hospital ship HMHS Llandovery Castle, carrying CEF wounded back to Canada. As the ship 

was returning to England from Halifax on June 27, 1918, although it was flying Red Cross flags 

and was fully lit as dictated by protocol, the vessel was torpedoed by German submarine U-86 

114 miles south-west of the Fastnet Rock (off the coast of Ireland). More than 150 of those 

aboard managed to launch life rafts but when the U-boat Captain surfaced and realized what he 
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had done, he ordered the lifeboats sunk and the survivors machine gunned in an effort to 

eliminate all witnesses to his attack on an unarmed hospital ship. Of the 234 crew and medical 

personnel aboard the Llandovery Castle, only 24 survived. Nursing Sister Mabel McDiarmid was 

among those killed in the lifeboats.  

McDiarmid’s body was not recovered. She is memorialized on the Halifax Memorial to those 

who died at sea during the conflict. There are also memorial plaques to the 13 nurses who died 

at Stradacona Hospital, Halifax, and at Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital in London, England. 

Jessie Mabel McDiarmid is also remembered on the Beckwith Township War Memorial and is 

mentioned on a family stone at Dewar Cemetery, Beckwith Township. 

 

 

McIntyre, Peter Campbell (1854-1930) 

Printer, Civil Servant, MLA - Born in Drummond Township near 

Balderson, the son of Hugh McIntyre (1813-1868) and Janet Campbell 

(1824-1923), Peter McIntyre was educated at Balderson Public School 

and Perth Collegiate Institute.  

He taught school for eight years, the last two years in Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, where he had arrived in 1877. While still teaching McIntyre 

opened Winnipeg’s first job-printing office in partnership with his brother 

John Finlay McIntyre (1852-1936).  

He was employed in the printing business until 1901 when he was 

appointed Winnipeg Postmaster. McIntyre also served as Vice-

President of the Home Investment and Savings Association, and a 

Director of the Great West Life Assurance Company and Standard Trusts Company.   

McIntyre served 10 years on the Winnipeg Public School Board, five years as board 

chairman. He represented Winnipeg North from 1892 to 1899 in the Manitoba Legislative 

Assembly as a Liberal but was defeated when he ran for re-election in 1899.  

In 1882, he married Emily Kerr (1868-1933) at Hennepin, Minnesota, USA. McIntyre died at 

Winnipeg in 1930.  

 

 

McLaren, Peter (1833-1919)  

Lumber Baron, Senator - Born in Lanark Township to James 

McLaren (1801-1846) and Margaret McLaren (1806-1885) in 1833, 

Peter McLaren entered the lumber trade as a teenage laborer working 

in the shanties of the Gillies Timber Company. By 1842 however he 

had become a full partner with John Gillies (1811-1888) and in 1873 

bought-out all of Gillies’ Mississippi River timber limits.  

Between 1878 and 1884 McLaren fought a legendary legal battle 

with fellow Lanark lumberman Boyd Caldwell (1818-1888) over 

navigation and control of dams and chutes on the Mississippi River, a 

dispute ultimately resolved by the Privy Council in London.  
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In 1867 McLaren married Sophia Elizabeth Lees (1845-1923), daughter of William Lees 

(1821-1903) and Mary Playfair (1826-1855), and in 1870 took up residence at Perth. When 

McLaren retired in 1887, he sold his timber company for $900,000 (about $23,000,000 in 2020).  

A staunch Tory and major donor to the Conservative Party, he was appointed a Senator by 

his friend John A. Macdonald in 1890.  

McLaren died at Perth in 1919 and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Perth.  

 
See Mississippi Lumber Baron, Perth & District Historical Society,  

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/peter-mclaren-shaw.pdf  

 

 

McNaughton, Donald Malcolm (1934-2019) 

Lieutenant General RCAF, CMM - Born at Prestonvale, Drummond 

Township, in 1934, the son of Wallace McNaughton (1899-1964) and 

Margaret Wilson (1900-1957), Donald McNaughton was educated in 

Drummond Public Schools and at Perth & District Collegiate Institute.  

In 1952 he joined the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) and trained 

as a fighter pilot on F-86 Saber Jets. He was named Commanding 

Officer of RCAF 427 Squadron in 1973, Deputy Chief of Staff 

Operations Support at Mobile Command in 1974 and in 1975 promoted 

Deputy Commander of 10 Tactical Air Group while simultaneously 

assigned as Deputy Commander of the Canadian United Nations 

contingent in the Middle East.  

In 1977 McNaughton was posted as Base Commander Winnipeg and in 1978 became 

Director General in the Air Branch at National Defence Headquarters. He was assigned as 

Commander 10 Tactical Air Group in 1981. A year later he was made Deputy Commander, Air 

Command and in 1985 Commander, Air Command. McNaughton was assigned to the position 

of NORAD Deputy Commander at Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado Springs, Colorado om 1986.   

During his 38-year career McNaughton amassed more than 6,000 hours in the Harvard 

Trainer, T-33 Jet, F-86 Sabre Jet, CH-135 Twin Huey helicopter, and several other military 

aircraft and was made a Commander of the Order of Military Merit (CMM). He retired from the 

RCAF in 1989.  

McNaughton married Frances ‘Fran’ Finkle. He died at Perth in 2019 and was buried in 

Prestonvale Cemetery, Drummond Township. 
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McNee, Archibald (1845-1925) 

Journalist, Publisher, Municipal Politician - Born at Perth, Ontario, the 

son of Archibald McNee Sr. (1803-1840) and Jannet Ferguson (b.1803) 

Archibald McNee was educated locally and then earned a diploma from 

the Toronto Veterinary College at Toronto.  

He moved to Winnipeg in 1874 where he worked as a veterinarian 

for several years before taking up journalism as a representative of the 

Manitoba Free Press in the press gallery of the House of Commons at 

Ottawa. In 1885, McNee was President of the Press Gallery Association 

and, two years later, was elected Treasurer of the Winnipeg Press Club.  

Back in Winnipeg he worked as managing editor and a director of the 

Free Press under publisher William Fisher Luxton (1844-1907). In the late 1880s, he was an 

active member of the Manitoba Historical Society. 

McNee served two, one-year terms on the Winnipeg City Council (1877 and 1886) and was 

also a trustee on the Winnipeg School Board.  

He resigned from the Winnipeg Free Press in 1889 and moved to Windsor, Ontario, where 

he purchased the Weekly Record newspaper. Two years later, in the face of competition from 

four large Detroit-based dailies, he re-launched the paper as the Windsor Record, the city’s first 

daily newspaper. In 1906 he sold half the newspaper ownership to John A. McKay and the two 

ran the publication jointly (later named the Border Cities Star and then Windsor Star) until 

McNee retired in 1918.   

McNee returned to politics in 1907 when he was elected as a Windsor city councillor and re-

elected in 1909. He also served two terms as school trustee, one of those as Board Chairman.  

McNee married (1867) Isabella McDermiad Campbell (1843-1912), with whom he fathered 

one son, and (1915) Mary Elizabeth Hobley (1855-1934). He died at Windsor in 1925.  

 

 

McNeely, Margaret ‘Verne’ (1885-1975) 

China Missionary, Publisher, WW2 Internee - Born in 1885 in 

Beckwith Township, the daughter of James Brice McNeely (1860-1948) 

and Margaret Jane Duff (1863-1930), ‘Verne’ McNeely attended 

elementary school in Beckwith Township, Secondary School at Carleton 

Place and graduated from the University of Toronto in 1908. The 

following year she joined the Presbyterian Church in Canada mission to 

China.  

From 1909 through 1914 she was associated with the North Honan 

Mission and from 1914 through 1917 was on the staff of the China 

Continuation Committee, which developed into the National Christian 

Council of China. She accepted an invitation in 1917 to work in a 

Shanghai bookstore specializing in the sale of English and Chinese 

Archibald McNee 
(1845-1925) 

Margaret 'Verne’ McNeely 
(1885-1975) 



Born at Perth  Page 24 

books. By 1923 she was manager of the bookstore, guiding its growth until it became the 

Kwang Hsueh Publishing House which, by the 1940s, published about one-third of its output as 

Chinese textbooks.  

In March 1943, along with nearly 2,000 other foreign residents of Shanghai (British, Russian, 

American and Dutch), Verne McNeeley was imprisoned by the occupying Japanese Army at 

Lunghua Internment Camp in the former Kiangsu Middle School on the outskirts of Shanghai. 

Lunghua is the camp depicted in the 1984 novel ‘Empire of the Sun’ by James Graham Ballard 

(1930-2009) and the 1987 movie of the same title by Steven Spielberg.  

Conditions at Lunghua were spartan but not comparable to POW camps in Japan or 

concentration camps in Germany. The guards were Korean and not Japanese, and violence 

was rare. Nevertheless, McNeely lived in a wooden barrack, originally built by the Japanese as 

a stable, and survived on short rations of weevil infested rice augmented by vegetables the 

inmates grew themselves. Occasionally there was a stew, the meat of which, at one point, came 

from greyhounds killed at Shanghai Stadium dog track. As the war dragged on malnutrition 

became increasingly common. McNeeley was not liberated until the end of the war in August 

1945.  

After the war she moved to Nanking as assistant to the Secretary of the Nurses’ Association 

of China, then retired to Canada in 1950, making her home at Toronto. Margaret Verne 

McNeely died, aged 90, at Newmarket, Ontario, in 1975. 

 

 

Morris, Alexander (1826-1889) 

MP, MLA, Cabinet Minister, Lieutenant Governor - Born at Perth in 

1826, the son of Perth’s pioneer merchant William Morris (1786-1858) 

and Elizabeth Cochrane (1784-1857), Alexander Morris attended Perth 

Grammar School before studying at Madras College and Glasgow 

University in Scotland, and then at Queen's University and McGill 

University in Canada. He later became a governor of both McGill and 

Queen's.  

On leaving university he served as law clerk in the Kingston office of 

John A. Macdonald. Called to the bar of both Upper and Lower Canada 

in 1851 he practiced law in Montreal for a decade. He opened a law 

practice at Perth in 1861 when he was elected MP for Lanark South. As an MP he worked 

energetically to bring about confederation in 1867. In 1869 he joined the cabinet of John A. 

Macdonald as Minister of Inland Revenue.  

Stepping away from politics in 1872 he was appointed Chief Justice of Manitoba. Then, in 

1873, he was named Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba and the North-West Territories, posts he 

held until 1877. As Lieutenant Governor he personally helped negotiate Treaties Three through 

Six with the western First Nations.  

Morris returned to Perth in 1878 but later that year was elected to the Ontario Legislature in a 

by-election for the riding of Toronto East. He served as an Ontario MLA until retiring in 1886.  
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In 1880 he published a book entitled The Treaties of Canada with The Indians of the North-

West. In retirement he sat on the boards of the North American Life Assurance Company and 

the Imperial Bank of Canada.  

Morris married Margaret Cline (1839-1908) in 1851. He died in 1889 at Toronto. 

 

 

Morris, Edmund Montague (1871-1913) 

Artist, Author – Edmund Morris was born in 1871 at Perth, the 

youngest child of Alexander Morris (1826-1889), Manitoba Lieutenant 

Governor, and Margaret Cline (1839-1908), and grandson of Perth’s 

pioneer merchant William Morris (1786-1858).  

As an infant Edmund Morris moved with is family to Manitoba in 

1872 but returned to Perth in 1878 where he attended elementary 

school before enrolling at the Toronto Collegiate Institute when his 

father was elected MLA for Toronto East.  

Morris worked briefly as an architect in Toronto before undertaking 

studies with Toronto artist William Cruikshank (1848-1922) in 1890. In 

1891 he attended the Art Students’ League in New York, and then, from 1893 through 1896, 

studied at Académie Julian and the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris. 

In about 1900 he resumed painting in Canada and won a bronze medal at the 1901 Pan-

American Exposition in Buffalo, N.Y., for his Girls in a Poppy Field. In 1905 he was elected to 

the Ontario Society of Artists and in the same year sold portraits of four First Nations chiefs to 

the Department of Indian Affairs. In 1906 Morris was attached to the Ontario government party 

negotiating Treaty-9 in Northern Ontario, tasked with painting portraits of band leaders. He was 

instrumental in forming the Canadian Art Club in 1907, the same year he was commissioned by 

Ontario Premier James Pliny Whitney to paint First Nations Chiefs who had signed earlier 

treaties. Fifty-five of his First Nations portraits were exhibited at the Canadian Art Club in 1909.  

He also joined the council of the Art Museum of Toronto in 1909. In 1911 he published Art in 

Canada: The Early Painters.  

Edmund Morris never married and died in 1913 at Portneuf, Quebec. 

 

 

Motherwell, William Richard (1860-1943) 

Agrarian Activist, MLA, MP Cabinet Minister - Born in Bathurst 

Township in 1860, William Motherwell was the son of John Motherwell 

(1810-1891) and Eliza Rudsdale (1822-1901). He studied at the Ontario 

Agricultural College (Guelph) 1879-1881 and in 1883 homesteaded at 

Abernethy, Saskatchewan (now a National Historic Site).  

In 1901 Motherwell co-founded and became President of the 

Territorial Grain Growers' Association. Elected an MLA in 1905, he 

served as Saskatchewan's first Minister of Agriculture 1906-1917. While 

Minister he played a leading role in establishing the agricultural college 
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at the University of Saskatchewan and in creating the Saskatchewan Co-operative Elevator 

Company. He resigned in 1918 in protest over the Saskatchewan government’s support of 

conscription and reduction of French language rights. 

He was elected a federal MP in 1921 for the riding of Regina and re-elected 1925-1935 for 

the riding of Melville. He served as Dominion Minister of Agriculture 1921-1930.  

William Motherwell married Adeline Rogers (1861-1905) in 1864 and was remarried in 1908 

to Catherine Gillespie (1865-1952). He died at Abernathy, Saskatchewan, in 1943. 

 

 

Neilson, William Johnston (1854-1903) 

Physician, Educator, Civil Servant, MLA - Born at Perth, the eldest 

son of Cornelius Neilson (1818-1869) and Eleanor Moorhouse (1823-

1909), Neilson attended Perth Public and Grammar Schools and McGill 

University, Montreal, where he studied medicine, graduating in 1878.  

He practiced medicine briefly at Perth, at Parkdale, Ontario, and at 

Hastings, Minnesota, before moving to Winnipeg in 1881. He was 

appointed medical health officer for the City of Winnipeg in 1883. From 

1888 he lectured on anatomy at the Manitoba Medical School and was 

on the staff of Winnipeg General Hospital from 1892.  

Neilson represented the constituency of Winnipeg North from 1900 

to 1903 in the Manitoba Legislative Assembly as a Conservative.  

Nielson was unmarried. He died in Winnipeg at the age of 49 and was buried in Elmwood 

Cemetery at Perth. 

 

 

O’Hara, Dr. Margaret (1855-1940) 

Medical Missionary, Author - Born in 1855 at Port Elmsley, ‘Maggie’ 

O’Hara was the daughter of William George O’Hara (1820-1880) and 

Mary Catherine McTavish (1827-1898).  

She began her working life as an elementary school teacher at Port 

Elmsley Public School but, in 1886, enrolled among the first class of 

nursing students at Kingston Hospital Nurses Training School. Not 

content with nursing school, she went on to graduate in 1891 among a 

class of eight from the Women's Medical College in Kingston with a 

Queen’s University medical and surgical degree.  

By December of that year O’Hara was at Bombay, India, in the 

capacity of a Presbyterian Church of Canada medical missionary. Sent 

to work in Dharanagar Princely State (now Dhar, Madhya Pradesh State) she opened a 

dispensary in 1895, helped establish the Queen’s Jubilee Hospital in 1898, founded an 

orphanage and created the Dhar leper asylum on the outskirts of the city. During her 36 years in 

India, Dr. O’Hara tested new treatments for leprosy, operated on patients without trained 
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assistants or medical equipment and ran a school that saw many of its orphan graduates go on 

to become nurses, teachers, medical students, and preachers.  

The breadth and success of her work was greatly enabled by her interpersonal skills and the 

relationships she built with both the British colonial authorities and the Dhar royal family of 

Maharaja Udaji Raje II Pawar ‘Baba Sahib’ (1886-1926). In 1902 King Edward honored her with 

the Kaisar-i-Hind (Emperor of India) Medal for her work during the famine years of 1897-1900.  

O’Hara returned to Canada in 1927 and, in 1931, published Leaf of the Lotus, a well received 

collection of her letters from the field written between 1891 and 1914. In 1932 she received an 

honorary Bachelor of Laws (LLB) degree from Queen’s University. The Margaret O'Hara Bursary 

was established at Queen’s in December 1994 to aid financially strapped students studying at the 

university’s School of Religion.  

Margaret O’Hara never married. She died at Smiths Falls in 1940 and was buried in Hillcrest 

Cemetery. 

 

Reade, Herbert Taylor (1828-1897) 

Physician, Soldier, VC, CB – Born at Perth in 1828, Herbert Taylor 

Reade was the son of Army Surgeon George Hume Reade (1793-1854) 

and Sarah Anne Bailey (1798-1873). He was educated at the Perth 

Grammar School and at Quebec City and in 1849 graduated from the 

Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland.  

Reade was commissioned in 1850 as Assistant Surgeon in the 61st 

(Gloucestershire) Regiment and promoted Surgeon in 1857. He was 

awarded the Victoria Cross (VC) in 1857 for conspicuous bravery 

defending wounded under his care during the Sepoy mutiny at Delhi, 

India.  

He was promoted Brigade Surgeon in 1879 and then, in the same year, appointed Deputy 

Surgeon General of the British Army. He became Surgeon General of the Army in 1886. In 1887 

Reade was made a Companion of the Order of the Bath (CB) and, 1895, appointed Honorary 

Surgeon in the Royal Household by Queen Victoria.  

He married Anne Mary Duhamel in 1863 and in 1885 married Cornelia Gertrude Scudamore 

Roberts. Herbert Taylor Reade died in 1897 at Bath, England. 

 

Richardson, Robert Lorne (1860-1921) 

Journalist, Publisher, Author, MP - Born in Drummond Township 

near Balderson in 1860, the son of Joseph Richardson (1823-1861) 

and Harriet Thompson (1827-1901), Robert Lorne Richardson was 

educated at Balderson Public School and Perth Collegiate.  

In 1878 he went to work as a reporter with the Montreal Daily 

Star and joined the Toronto Globe in 1880. He moved to Winnipeg in 

1882 to work as City Editor of the Manitoba Daily Sun. When the Daily 

Sun was sold to the Manitoba Free Press, he purchased the Sun’s 

presses and founded the Winnipeg Daily Tribune, a newspaper that 
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became the Winnipeg Tribune (1890) and then the Evening Tribune (1915). He played a leading 

role in founding the Western Associated Press in 1907, a cooperative news service and 

precursor of the Canadian Press Limited.  

Richardson was elected to the House of Commons as  Liberal in 1896, re-elected in 1900 as 

an Independent, but defeated in 1904. In 1907, he stood unsuccessfully as Liberal candidate for 

the Killarney constituency in the provincial general election and was then re-elected to the 

Dominion Parliament 1917, a seat he held until his death in 1921.  

He published two novels; Colin of the Ninth Concession (1903), plotted around the 1828 

Easby murders at Balderson, and The Camerons of Bruce (1905), a tale set in rural Eastern 

Ontario and settlement of the Northwest Territories.  

In 1885 he married Clara Jane Mallory (1862-1931) of Mallorytown, Ontario. Robert Lorne 

Richardson died at Winnipeg and is commemorated by Richardson Avenue in Winnipeg. 

 

 

Robertson, Ewart John ‘Robbie’ (1892-1960)  

Newspaper Executive - Born in 1892 at Lanark to Robert William 

Robertson (1865-1933) and Mary Barrie (1865-1934), Robbie 

Robertson was educated at Lanark’s Primary and Continuation School 

and graduated from the University of Toronto in 1914.  

He enlisted as Private with the Canadian Expeditionary Force in 

1915 but within a year fell ill in France. While recovering in England, he 

was promoted Lieutenant and assigned to the Canadian War Records 

Office (CWRO) in London; a change in fortune brought about through the influence of Max 

Aitken, then businessman and MP, and later Lord Beaverbrook the ‘Baron of Fleet Street’. He 

had met Aitken before the war while working as a hotel bell hop in Toronto.  

In 1920 Robertson joined the management team of Beaverbrook’s expanding publishing 

empire (Daily Express, Sunday Express, London Evening Standard, Glasgow Evening Citizen, 

Scottish Daily Express). He went on to become General Manager of Express Newspapers and 

then chairman of the board of Beaverbrook Newspapers Limited. Max Aitken Jr., Beaverbrook’s 

heir and Robertson’s successor as board chairman, described Robertson as both “one of the 

great men of Fleet Street … [and] a great human being”.  

Robertson married Dorothy Kettle (b.1895) in 1922. He died in 1960 at Surrey, England. 

 
See One of the Great Men of Fleet Street, Perth & District Historical Society, 

 http://www.perthhs.org/documents/e-j-robertson.pdf 
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Robson, John (1824-1892) 

Merchant, Journalist, Provincial Premier – Born in 1824 in North 

Elmsley Township, the son of John Robson Sr. (1797-1879) and 

Euphemia Richardson (1796-1864), John Robson Jr. attended Perth 

Public and Grammar Schools before opening a local mercantile store.  

He moved to Montreal, then Hamilton and then Brantford before he 

and a brother opened a store in London, Ontario, in 1854. That store 

was later moved to Bayfield, Ontario. In 1854 Robson married Susan 

Longworth (1836-1918) at Goderich, with whom he fathered three sons.  

In 1859 he answered the call of the British Columbia gold fields. 

Finding no fortune in gold, for a few years he maintained body and soul 

swinging an axe. Then, in 1861, at New Westminster, he landed a job 

as editor of the newly established, Reform supporting, newspaper, the 

British Columbian, of which he shortly became proprietor. In the pages of his newspaper 

Robson advocated development of institutions that would prepare the colony for responsible 

government and was loudly critical of Governor James Douglas (also governor of Vancouver 

Island) and other British colonial authorities.  

He was elected to the New Westminster municipal council in 1861 and served as its 

president in 1866–1867. When the mainland and island were united into a single colony in 1866 

Robson was elected the Legislative Council as member for New Westminster. When Victoria 

was chosen as the colonial capital in 1868, he moved the British Columbian to Victoria, but 

finding the city could not support two newspapers, merged the British Columbian with the Daily 

British Colonist and Victoria Chronicle and became editor of the Chronicle. Continuing his 

advocacy of responsible government, Robson proposed that the best way of achieving it was 

confederation with Britain’s North American colonies in the east.  

Running in the constituency of Nanaimo, he lost his Legislative Council seat in the election of 

1870, but won a seat in BC’s new Assembly in 1871 as the province entered confederation. Re-

elected in 1875 he was offered, but declined, a cabinet post. He was, instead, appointed 

paymaster and purveyor for the engineering parties of the Canadian Pacific Railway Survey 

working in British Columbia, 1875-1878. His private business interests included the provincial 

agency of Confederation Life Association and investments in land and in enterprises such as 

the B.C. Gold & Silver Mills and Mining Company. In 1880 Robson purchased the New 

Westminster Dominion Pacific Herald, renamed the British Columbian in 1882.  

Re-elected to the Provincial Assembly in 1882 for the constituency of New Westminster, in 

1883 he was appointed Provincial Secretary, and Minister of Finance, Education, Agriculture 

and Mines. In 1889 he was called upon by the Lieutenant Governor to form a new government 

and became Premier of British Columbia.  

Robson was a champion of votes for women and every year from 1885 through 1892 he 

introduced a private member’s bill to extend the franchise; but each time the legislature rejected 

it. Robson was, however, also the mover of the 1872 amendment to the franchise law that 

denied Chinese and Indians the vote, and he was one of the first to call for a special tax on 

Chinese because, he believed, they competed with “civilized labour” and were 

“essentially different in their habits and destination”. He also believed that First Nations people 

would become “utterly extinct”, but that in the meantime the government had a responsibility to 
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“civilize and Christianize them”. He campaigned for state-subsidized common schools in every 

community, a government boarding-school for children from sparsely populated areas and for 

the establishment of high schools. In 1890 his government passed an act to establish a 

Provincial University (although it was years in becoming a reality).  

In 1892 Robson travelled to England, for negotiations concerning an Imperial loan and his 

proposal for the settlement of Scottish crofters on Vancouver Island. At London he jammed his 

little finger in the door of a hansom cab. Blood poisoning set in and nine days later he was dead. 

 

Ryan Thomas (1849-1937) – Businessman, Politician, Social Reformer 

– Born at Perth in 1849, Thomas Ryan, the ‘Shoe King’ of Canada’s 

west, founded a Winnipeg business enterprise that, according to the 

Manitoba Historical Society, “was stated to be the largest of its kind in 

Canada”.  

Thomas the ‘Shoe King’s’ father, Michael Ryan (1823-1860), 

arrived in Canada from Ireland with his own father, also Thomas Ryan 

(c1795-c1840), but his mother, Mary Hamohan/Hanahan (b.c1781), 

seems to have died before the family left Ireland. Michael Ryan, a 

Catholic, was living in Dalhousie Township in October 1844 when he 

married Sarah McSpadden (1824-1896), a Methodist, at Perth’s St. 

John the Baptist RC Church. Between 1846 and 1859 their family of four 

sons and three daughters were all baptised by Father John Hugh McDonough (1812-1866) at 

St. John’s in Perth but grew up as adherents to Methodism.   

 

Their eldest son, Thomas the future ‘Shoe King’, was apprenticed at age 15 to Perth 

cordwainer (shoemaker) Robert Croskery Jr. (1843-1881) and learned his trade in the Croskery 

shop on the southwest corner of Mill and Market Streets.  

 

In 1866 at age 17, while still an apprentice, Ryan took his place in the ranks of the 

Lanark Militia Regiment and did duty along the St. Lawrence River frontier guarding against 

Fenian Brotherhood raids from the United States. Having achieved journeyman status as a 

shoemaker in 1870 he worked briefly in the Belleville, Ontario, shop of John McKison before 

returning to Perth to work for local shoemaker Daniel Glossop (1840-1922). 

 

In 1874 25-year-old Thomas Ryan chose to seek his fortune in the boomtown of 

Winnipeg, Manitoba. Investing $70 worth of stock he brought with him from Perth, he formed a 

partnership with a man named McFarlane and opened ‘McFarlane & Ryan’, a retail store selling 

hand-made boots and shoes. Two years later he bought out his partner for $450 and formed 

‘Thomas Ryan Boots and Shoes’. 

 

Between 1878 and 1880, Thomas Ryan’s brothers, James (1852-1937), Michael (1858-

1934), and George (1859-1948), also left Perth and followed their older brother west. They 

joined Thomas as partners in the footwear business, building a family enterprise into one of the 

largest businesses of its kind in Canada. In 1889 Thomas sold the retail side of the business to 

George and concentrated on manufacture and wholesale. In the process he earned himself the 

sobriquet ‘Shoe King’ and promised in his advertising that “The pick of the Boston and Quebec 

Thomas Ryan 
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markets is demanded and furnished”. By 1906, he had opened branches in Edmonton and 

Calgary, employed eight travelling salesmen throughout the West and served customers 

between present-day British Columbia and Lake Superior in Ontario. Annual sales exceeded 

$120,000.  

 

Thomas Ryan married Annie H. Anderson (1855-1930), of Copenhagen, Denmark, in 

1880. They had nine children. 

 
In 1883 Ryan built the first stone building in Winnipeg at 492 Main Street, a four-storey 

structure where the first electric passenger elevator in the city was installed a decade later. In 
1895 he constructed another commercial building at 104 King Street. Originally three storeys 
tall, a fourth floor was added in 1903. Three years later, in 1899, Ryan moved to a new, larger 
facility at Princess Street and Notre Dame Avenue and the seven-storey Ryan Block, at 44 
Princess Street, was built in 1907. A showroom occupied the main floor with storage in upper 
floors. 

 
In the late 1870s-1880s, boomtown Winnipeg gained a reputation as Canada’s 

‘wickedest’ and ‘rottenest’ city, a frontier town where muddy streets, deep in horse and ox 
manure, were lined with bars, poolrooms, and brothels. There were 65 hotels along Main Street 
alone, all well known to be ‘heavy on booze and light on rooms’. Brothels outnumbered 
churches six to one.  

 
Thomas Ryan was a deeply religious man and much troubled by having his business 

premises on Main, King and Princess Streets standing cheek by jowl with saloons, gambling 
dens and whorehouses. Atop the stone façade of his Princess Street building he had carved 
“The Earth is the Lord’s and the Fullness Thereof,” but few seemed inclined to look up or pay 
much attention if they did. 
 

Ryan’s desire to create a better Winnipeg went beyond platitudes. He invested his time 
and wealth in the betterment of his community. He was a member of the Board of Trade. He 
was active in organizing the YMCA and served as its president 1883-1885. He played a leading 
role in establishing Grace Methodist Church, where he was a lay preacher, and was active in 
the temperance movement’s Blue Ribbon Society and its efforts to abolish liquor sales. Society 
meetings were held in a room in his warehouse.  
 

In 1884 Thomas Ryan was elected to Winnipeg City Council on the ‘Citizen’s Ticket’, a 
coalition of prominent businessmen, lawyers and realtors who advocated ‘straightening out civic 
affairs’ with emphasis on the city’s finances. He served as an alderman between 1884 and 1888 
and was elected as Winnipeg’s 10th Mayor in 1888.  

 
Ryan only served a single term as Mayor, however. During his years as an alderman, he 

introduced and advocated the Ryan Sunday Bylaw limiting Sunday shopping and restricting 
‘Lord’s Day’ activities. However, in many sectors of everyday life, it proved impossible to have 
people take Sundays off. Bakers, grocers, railway workers, delivery men, etc. were essential 
services, and places of entertainment were still in high demand, seven days a week. Although 
enforcement was inconsistent, in some years as many as 300 violators faced charges. As a 
result, the Ryan Sunday Bylaw faced growing opposition and he chose not to seek re-election in 
1889. His brother-in-law, Robert D. Paterson (1835-1928), replaced him as Mayor, but also 
served only a single term. (Another Perth native, Thomas Scott (1849-1915), had been 
Winnipeg’s 3rd Mayor 1877-1878). 



Born at Perth  Page 32 

 
After 50 years in the boot and shoe business, ‘Shoe King’ Thomas Ryan retired in 1928. 

He died at Winnipeg on November 24, 1937, aged 86 years, following a long illness, and was 
buried in St. James Cemetery. He is commemorated by Ryan Street in an industrial quarter 
near the Winnipeg airport. 
 

Scott, Thomas (1841-1915)  

Publisher, Soldier, Merchant, MLA, MP - Born in 1841 at Perth, the 

son of Thomas Scott Sr. (c1800-1851) and Margaret Thompson (1814-

1900), Thomas Scott Jr. attended public and grammar schools at Perth 

before apprenticing to the printer’s trade in 1855, at age 14.  

In 1861, in partnership with Thomas Cairns (1828-1896), Scott 

began publishing his own newspaper, the Perth Expositor, and in the 

same year, during the excitement of the Trent affair, was commissioned 

an Ensign in the Perth Volunteer Corps (Militia). In 1866 he 

commanded a Company of Perth Infantry at Brockville during the 

Fenian Raids. He became sole proprietor of the Perth Expositor when he 

bought out Cairns in 1868.  

Scott was appointed Senior Captain of the 1st Ontario Rifles in the spring of 1870 when it 

joined the 1,450-man force sent from Ontario against Louis Riel under command of Colonel 

(later Viscount) Garnet Wolseley (1833-1914). Scott returned to Perth in December 1870, but 

the following year, amid fears of Fenian raids in Manitoba, he was appointed Brevet Lieutenant 

Colonel in command of a force of 200 Ontario militiamen sent to reinforce troops left in Manitoba 

the previous year.  

Deciding to remain in the west, in 1872 he founded the Scott Furniture Company at Winnipeg 

and sold the Perth Expositor in 1873.  He was elected to Winnipeg City council in 1874 and in 

1877-1878 elected city mayor. Scott sat in the Manitoba legislature 1878-1880 and then as MP 

in the Dominion Parliament from 1880 through 1887. Leaving politics in 1887 he secured 

appointment as Collector of Customs for the Port of Winnipeg, a post he held until 1900.   

Thomas Scott married Margaret McPherson Kellock (1842-1908) of Perth in 1863. He died at 

Winnipeg in 1915. 

 

See Thomas Scott – Opening the Northwest, Perth & District Historical Society, 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/thomas-scott-shaw.pdf 
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Shaw, Flora Madeline (1864-1927) 

Nurse, Educator – Born at Perth in 1864, Flora Madeline Shaw was 

a daughter of Henry Dowsley Shaw (1833-1886) and Flora Madeline 

Matheson (1836-1894), and thus the descendant of two of Perth’s most 

prominent founding families. Her grandfathers, Roderick Matheson 

(1793-1873) and James Shaw (1798-1878) were both Canadian 

Senators.  

Flora Shaw received her early education at a private school in Perth 

and then attended Mrs. Mercer’s Boarding School for Young Ladies in 

Montreal. In 1894, at the age of 30 years, she entered the Training 

School for Nurses at Montreal General Hospital where she 

demonstrated such administrative and teaching abilities that when she 

graduated in 1896 she was appointed ‘Second Assistant’ to the school’s 

founder and Superintendent, Gertrude Elizabeth ‘Nora’ Livingston (1848-1927).  

In 1899 Shaw moved to Boston where she worked briefly as Head of Nursing at a small 

women’s hospital before returning to Montreal in 1900, having accepted the position of Nora 

Livingston’s ‘First Assistant’.  

In 1904 Shaw pursued further studies, enrolling at Columbia University Teachers’ College in 

New York. Simultaneous with her studies at Columbia she took charge, for a time, of the new 

Florence Nightingale Hall of Presbyterian Hospital. She also taught a course in dietetics at 

Presbyterian and other nursing schools in the city. She was awarded her Columbia Diploma in 

1906, with a major in ‘Teaching for Nursing’ and a minor in ‘Hospital Economics’.  

Returning to Montreal General Hospital’s School for Nurses Shaw took charge of a new 

program there, and at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, of preliminary instruction for 

probationary nursing students, launching the first such class to be given in any school of nursing 

in Canada. In 1908 Shaw represented the Montreal General Hospital Alumnae Association at 

the founding meeting of the Canadian National Association of Trained Nurses (CNATN), later 

known as the Canadian Nurses Association (CNA), of which she was elected the first secretary-

treasurer. A year later, however, Shaw was forced to retire from nursing when diagnosed with 

tuberculosis.  

By 1914 she had recovered sufficiently to take up work at the Montreal office of the Canadian 

Patriotic Fund (CPF) as a volunteer social worker. During WWI the CPF raised nearly $50 

million, distributing those funds to the families of soldiers serving at the front, through a vast 

network of local volunteers like Flora Shaw. In the years following WW1 Shaw sat on the 

executive committee of the Victorian Order of Nurses of Canada (VON), and on the Board of 

Management and Advisory Nursing Committee of the Montreal branch of the VON.  

In 1920 she accepted an offer from McGill University to become the first Director of the newly 

established McGill School for Graduate Nurses, then the only school of its kind in Canada. 

While leading and managing the McGill School Shaw also served as president of the 

Association of Registered Nurses of the Province of Quebec (ARNPQ) from 1922 through 1926, 

and as President of the Canadian Association of Nursing Education from 1922 until 1924.  

In 1926 Shaw was elected President of the Canadian Nurses’ Association (CNA) and, in 

1927, represented the CNA at the annual conference of the International Council of Nurses held 

at Geneva, Switzerland.  On her way back to Canada from that meeting, she fell ill in England 

Flora Madeline Shaw  
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and died of a pulmonary embolism at the Liverpool Royal Infirmary. Her body was returned to 

Perth and interred at Elmwood Cemetery. The Flora Madeline Shaw Chair in Nursing was 

established at McGill University, Montreal, in 1957. 

 

Shaw, Kathleen ‘Kate’ Dowsley (1874-1958) 

CAMC Nursing Sister – Born in 1874 at Perth, Kate Shaw was the 

daughter of Henry Dowsley Shaw (1833-1886) and Flora Madeline 

Matheson (1836-1894), and grand-daughter of Senators Roderick 

Matheson (1793-1873) and James Shaw (1798-1878).  

Following her primary and secondary education at Perth and 

Toronto, Shaw studied nursing at the Massachusetts General Hospital 

School of Nursing, Boston, graduating in 1906.  She worked in the 

United States for a time but was in London, England when, in February 

1915, she enlisted for WW1 service as a Nursing Sister with the 

Canadian Army Medical Corps (CAMC). Officially, recruitment to the 

CAMC was limited to those between the ages of 21 and 38 but Kate 

Shaw was 41 years of age when she enlisted. Even for candidates 

meeting the age criteria, securing one of the coveted spots with the 

CAMC often demanded political influence, and Kate’s family connections in Ottawa no doubt 

played a role in her selection despite her age.  

Nursing Sister Lieutenant Kathleen D. Shaw arrived at No.2 Canadian Stationary Hospital, 

Le Touquet, Pas-de-Calais, in August 1915 and in May 1916 she was sent forward to No.3 

Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, near the village of Lijssenthoek, Belgium, behind the Ypres 

Salient. In early December 1916 she fell ill and, after spending some time in hospital, was 

granted leave back in Canada. After a visit home to Perth she resumed duty at No.2 Canadian 

Stationary Hospital in April 1917.  

In November, Nursing Sister Katherine D. Shaw was ‘Mentioned in Despatches’, by Field 

Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, Command-in-Chief of British Forces, “for gallant and distinguished 

services in the field”. Regrettably her CAMC service file contains no information about what 

exactly Kate had done to merit such recognition, but it probably acknowledged the part she 

played in treating the more than 12,000 wounded who overwhelmed Clearing Stations and 

Stationary Hospitals between October 26 and November 6, 1917 as the Canadian Corps fought 

to capture Passchendaele Ridge.  

In May 1918 Kate was placed in command of the nursing team aboard one of the CAMC’s 

two Ambulance Trains, transporting wounded from Casualty Clearing Stations, Stationary 

Hospitals and General Hospitals to Channel ports. In June 1918, shortly after she took 

command of No.15 Ambulance Train, Kate Shaw’s name appeared in the King’s Birthday 

Honors List, as receiving the Royal Red Cross Medal (1st Class) “in recognition of valuable 

services with the armies in France and Flanders”.  

In October that year she took command of CAMC nursing sisters aboard the Hospital Ship 

Araguaya, one of five ships used to repatriate wounded and sick soldiers of the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force (CEF) and made seven round-trip crossings of the North Atlantic. Although 

Shaw had been discharging the responsibilities of a ‘Matron’ (Nursing Officer-in-Charge) since 

taking over No.15 Ambulance Train in May 1918, it was not until January 1919, while serving on 

Kathleen Dowsley Shaw 
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the Araguaya, that she was officially promoted to that rank (equivalent to Captain had she been 

a man).  

Having served four years and six months with the CAMC, Nursing Matron Kate Shaw was 

discharged from the CEF, at Ottawa, in August 1919. She lived at Perth until the summer of 

1921 when she returned to Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. She retired in 1924 and, 

according to her obituary, “… returned to Perth … and devoted her life to her family and her 

garden”.   

Katherine Dowsley Shaw never married and died at Perth in 1958. She was buried in 

Elmwood Cemetery. 

 

 

Spalding, James Wilson (1878-1961) 

RCMP Deputy Commissioner - Born in Bathurst Township in 1878, 

the son of Francis Spaulding (1831-1906) and Margaret Wier (1835-

1929), James Spalding joined the North West Mounted Police (NWMP) 

at Regina, Northwest Territories (Saskatchewan) in 1900.  

 

 From 1905 thro0ugh 1907 he was assigned to the Peace-Yukon 

Trail Project where small groups of NWMP personnel constructed a 

wagon trail through 1,200 kilometers of some of the most difficult terrain 

in Canada, from Fort St. John, in what is now the Peace River District 

of British Columbia, to Teslin Lake in the Yukon gold-fields. The objectives of the trail were two-

fold; to connect the Yukon Territory with other parts of Canada, and thus secure an all-Canadian 

Route to the riches of the Yukon, and to open an unknown and only partially explored portion of 

Northern British Columbia. 

While serving on the trail he was promoted Corporal in 1903, Sergeant in 1905, and 

Sergeant Major in 1907. He reached the commissioned ranks as Inspector in 1912. The NWMP 

was renamed the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) in 1920 and Spalding was promoted 

Superintendent in 1929, Assistant Commissioner in 1931 Acting Deputy Commissioner in 1931 

and confirmed as Deputy Commissioner in 1933. He retired in 1937. 

Spalding married Maude Marie Spurr (1873-1961) in 1908 and was the father of one son, 

Frank Spurr Spalding (1910-1993), who also joined the RCMP and achieved the rank of 

Assistant Commissioner. James Wilson Spalding died at White Rock, British Columbia, in 1961. 

 

See RCMP Deputy Commissioner: James Wilson Spalding (1841-1915), Perth & District Historical Society, 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/rcmp-deputy-commissioner.pdf 
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Stewart, John Alexander (1867-1922) 

Businessman, MP, Cabinet Minister - The son of Robert Stewart 

(1840-1922) and Barbara Cameron (1842-1906), John Stewart was 

born in Renfrew County in 1867 but moved to Perth in 1863, at the age 

of two years, when his father took a job at the McLaren Distillery (John 

A. Mclaren was John Stewart’s uncle). Stewart grew up in Perth and 

attended Perth Public School and the Perth Collegiate before 

apprenticing as a merchant’s clerk in Perth.  

At age 17 he moved to Toronto to work in a dry goods store but 

shortly enrolled to study law at Osgoode Hall. Graduating in 1891 he 

returned to Perth and articled with the law practice of Edward Elliott 

(1843-1916) & Joseph McKenzie Rogers (1859-1908), joining that firm 

as a partner when he was called to the bar in 1895. He was later senior partner of the law firm 

of Stewart, Hope & O’Donnell and made King’s Council (KC) in 1921.  

Stewart was elected to Perth Town Council for the 1897-1898 terms and served a four-year 

term as Mayor 1900-1904. He also sat on the Perth Board of Education for several years. In 

1903 he inherited the John A. McLaren whiskey fortune.  

Stewart was elected MP by acclamation in May 1918 and in 1921 joined the cabinet of Prime 

Minister Arthur Meighen with the portfolio of Minister for Railways & Canals.  

In 1905 he was instrumental in bringing the Henry K. Wampole Co. Ltd. to Perth and was 

soon its president. In 1912 he brought the Andrew Jergens Co. Ltd. to Perth and in the same 

year financially rescued the fledgling Perth Shoe Co. Ltd., becoming president of both ventures. 

In 1914 Stewart purchased and became publisher of the Perth Expositor newspaper, and during 

the early 1900’s served as a Director of the Frost & Wood Co. Ltd. (foundry) at Smiths Falls. 

From 1918 until his death Stewart was also Chairman of the Perth Board of Trade.  

In 1907 he married Jessie Mable Henderson (1868-1956). Stewart died in 1922 and was 

buried in Elmwood Cemetery. In 1947 his widow donated Stewart Park to the Town of Perth in 

his memory. 

 

Thompson, Robert Schuyler (1844-1930) 

Farmer, Businessman, MLA - Born in Lanark Township, Lanark 

County, Ontario, in 1844, the son of Thomas Thompson (1801-1889) 

and Grace Schuyler (1810-1894), Robert Thompson left school at age 

17 and, after a short period farming with his father, worked at the 

London (Ontario) Publishing Company until 1863.  

He then ran a book and stationery store in Toronto until 1875 when, 

in poor health, he sold it and spent several years living on the shores of 

Georgian Bay by hunting and trapping. His health restored he moved to 

Emerson, Manitoba, in 1879 and then homesteaded near Pilot Mound, 

on the banks of the Pembina River. In addition to farming, he worked at 

ferrying settlers across the river in his canoe.  

Thompson served as one of the first Justices of the Peace in the 

area, helped organize the Rural Municipality of Louise, and became its Reeve. In 1886 he was 
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elected to the Manitoba Legislature for the constituency of Cypress but was defeated in the 

election of 1888. He then moved to Glenboro where he engaged in the lumber, furniture and 

agricultural implement business until 1897. The following year, he undertook representation of 

the Westminster Publishing Company, covering a territory from Manitoba to the Pacific coast. 

From 1899 to 1904 he represented the London & Lancashire Life Insurance Company as an 

inspector of Manitoba agencies. In 1904, Thompson established a real estate and financial 

agency at Brandon and became President and Managing Director of the Edrans Brandon 

Pressed Brick Company.  

In 1881 he married Isabella Butchart (1856-1951) with whom he had three sons and a 

daughter. He retired to Victoria, British Columbia and died at Saanich, BC, in 1930. 

 

Waddell, Edwin Alexander (1859-1933)  

Real Estate Developer, Banker, Founder of Miami, Florida - Born in 

North Elmsley Township in 1859, Alexander Waddell, son of James 

Waddell Sr. (1803-1886) and Margaret Caroline Crofts (1823-1885), 

grew up and was educated at Perth.  

In 1877 he went to work for the firm of ‘John A. Waddell & 

Company’, a dairy wholesale company operated by his elder brother in 

Brooklyn, New York. In 1886 Waddell joined the enterprise of another 

brother, James (1842-1904), a businessman and banker at Key West, 

Florida.  

In 1894 Alexander Waddell was the second person to settle on the 

townsite of what is now the City of Miami, Florida. He accumulated 

several hundred acres of land abutting a railway right of way, opened a 

real estate office, and when the first train arrived in 1896 his fortune 

was made. He was a founding partner and Vice President of ‘First National Bank of Miami’ and 

later Director of the ‘Miami Savings Bank’ and a stockholder in the ‘Bank of Bay Biscayne’. In 

1909 he was appointed an honorary Colonel in the Florida National Guard.  

Waddell married Dorothea ‘Dolly’ Huntress Watts (b.1869) in 1900. He died in New York, NY, 

USA. 

 
See Snow Birds: James & Edwin Waddell, 

 http://www.perthhs.org/documents/snow-birds-waddell-brothers.pdf 
 

  

Edwin A. Waddell 
(1859-1933) 

http://www.perthhs.org/documents/snow-birds-waddell-brothers.pdf


Born at Perth  Page 38 

Warren, Lloyd Arthur Heber (1879-1949) 

Educator, Actuary - Born in Bathurst Township near Balderson, 

Ontario, in 1879, the son of Richard Warren (1837-1923) and Margaret 

James (1846-1932), Lloyd A. H. Warren was educated at Balderson 

Public School, Perth Collegiate, Queen’s University (MA-1902), the 

University of Chicago (PhD-1913), and Clark University (Worcester, 

Massachusetts).  

Warren was a member of the staff of Queen’s University 1906-1910, 

then Assistant Professor of Mathematics at the University of Manitoba 

from 1910 and a full Professor from 1931. In 1935 he became the first 

Professor of Actuarial Science in Manitoba. He founded the extension 

service and the Department of Actuarial Science and served as Head of the Department from 

1935 through 1948. The University’s Chair in Actuarial Science established in 1987 

commemorates Warren’s pioneering work in the field.  

An associate of the American Actuarial Society and a member of the Institute of Actuaries, 

he was the first Canadian to be made a Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial Society (F.C.A.S.) by 

examination. Warren served as President of the Manitoba Educational Association 1930-1931 

and was a member of the board of trustees for the Manitoba Hospital Service Association. As a 

consulting actuary Warren helped to establish the pension fund for teachers in Winnipeg 

schools.  

A keen amateur astronomer, Warren was a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, and a 

member of the Astronomical Society of France and the American Astronomical Society.  

He and wife Carrie Belle Richardson (1883-1970) had four children. Dr. Lloyd A. H. Warren 

died at Winnipeg in 1949 and was buried in St. John’s Anglican Cemetery, Winnipeg. 

 

 

- Ron W. Shaw (2020) 
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